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PREFACE 


By a Female FRIEND of the AuTao. 


EQUELS to Hiſtories of this 
kind are ſo generally decried, and 
often with ſuch good Reaſon, that 
a few Words ſeem neceſſary towards an 
Explanation of the following Deſign. 


The Author of David Simple has, in 
the two firſt Volumes, carried him thro' 
many Diſappointments to his deſired 
Port. He ſought a faithful Friend and a 
moſt amiable and faithful Companion; 
he found both: the Hiſtory of his EARCU 
therefore was naturally at an end. But 
our Author was willing to exemplify the 
A 2 Behaviour 


(ir) 


Behaviour of a Man endowed with ſuch 


a Turn of Mind as David Simple, in 


the natural and common Diſtreſſes of 


this World, to illuſtrate that well known 
Obſervation, that The Attainment of 
« our Wiſhes is but too often the Be- 


« ginning of our Sorrows.” And far- 


ther to ſhew, that in a Society united by 
well directed Affections, and a Simili- 
tude of Mind, in which not one Indivi- 


dual has a ſelfiſn View, or a ſingle Wiſh 


that is not conducive to the Good and 
Happineſs of the Whole, every Evil 
may be leſſened and alleviated, ſo that 
chearful Poverty may become almoſt 


the Envy of many that are called the 
Rich and Great, 


This Deſign, it muſt be confeſſed, 
might have been as well executed by 
railing up a new ſet of Company of the 
ſame Turn of Mind, and giving them 
new Names; and by this pretended 
Appearance of Novelty the Readers who 
ſleek for ſuch Food only, would have 


been more gratified : but our Author, 


who, no leſs than her own David, would 


On 


3 
on all Occaſions chuſe to purſue the un- 
affected Simplicity ſhe has a Deſire to 
recommend, and who deteſts all Falla- 
cy and Im poſture, is willing to introduce 
to her Readers their old Friends, with. 
whom if they were once pleaſed by them, 
they will undoubtedly not be diſpleaſed 


to renew their former Acquaintance. 
4 


It is not the bringing known Chara-- 
Qers again upon the Stage that is, or 
can be decried, if it is done with equal 


Humour and Spirit, as in their firſt Ap- 


pearance ; but it is building ſo much on 
public Approbation as to endeavour to 
put off a ſecond-rate inſipid Piece, void 
of the Spirit of the firſt, that ought to. 
meet with univerſal Cenſure. A Cha-- 
racter that once pleaſed, muſt always. 
pleaſe, if thrown into new and tenth 


ing Situations ; for. would any one com- 


plain of ſeeing Sir ohn Falſtaff ever (o 
often repeated, if he always appeared 
with the ſame Humour as in the Fiz 


Part of King Henry IV ? 


— 
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To thoſe People who, from an earneſt 
Thirſt after Novelty, ſhall not be ſatis- 
fied with the above Reaſons, I would 
beg Leave to addreſs this Queſtion, 
In what does the Novelty ſo much 
required in theſe kind of Writings 
conſiſt? Not in Characters ſo entirely 
new, as never to have been met with 


or heard of! For ſuch muſt be what 


the French call Outre, or what we 
may ſay are either faultleſs, or hideous 
Monſters that the World ne er ſaw. 


Not in Circumſtances or Situations en- 
tirely new, ſuch being equally impoſ- 


ſible to find. To ſuppoſe it conſiſt- 


ed in new names is both childiſh and 
trifling. Muſt it not therefore be ſaid 
to conſiſt in putting known and remark- 


able Characters into new Situations ? 


Why ſhou'd we not expect, 1 the : 


Management' of a ſkilful Han 
great and agreeable a Variety from the 
Changes upon known Characters and 
Situations, as in Muſic from the Changes 


on twelve half Notes? The beautiful 


Novelty 
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(vi) 
Novelty of a muſical Paſſage ariſes not 


7 new ſimple Sounds, which it is 


ible to make, but from a melo- 
4 Variation on the ſame Notes. 


To carry on the Alluſion ſtill farther 


between Muſic and this characteriſtic 
ſort of Writing, give me Leave to ſay, 


that this Novelty of Variation is requir- 
ed only amongſt the principal Charac- 
ters of a Story, in the ſame Manner as 
in the leading Notes of a Song or Piece 
of Muſic: for it is needleſs to vary the 
Under-Characters of the one, any more 


that the patling Notes of the other 


Or, take it in the Light of a Piece of 
painted Hiſtory ; The Artiſt has little 
more to conſider, I believe, in his Un- 
der-Characters or diſtant Groupes, than 
to contrive that they may not be glar- 
ing or unnatural, fo as to draw your 
Eyes from the capital Figures, or to 
confuſe the Deſign, 


Suppoſe in real Life (which theſe 
kind of Writingsintend to repreſent) you 


knew a Man of an uncommon Turn of 
Mind, 


"Cm ) 
Mind, who had gone through Difficul- 
ties with Reſolution, or had in Proſpe- 
Tity ſhewn ſuch a noble Spirit of Gene- 
roſity and Beneficence, as had highly 
raiſed your Admiration, would it not 
more awaken your Curioſity, to know 
how that ſame Man behaved in a Reverſe 
of Fortune, than to hear any thing of 
a new Acquaintance? + 


It is on this Suppoſition that our Au- 
thor has ventured once more to bring 
her David Simple into Public. Her In- 
tention 1s not to ſhew how any Man, but 
how ſuch a Man would ſupport him- 
ſelf under the worldly Misfortunes and 
Afflictions to which human-kind is 
liable. And if any of her Readers 
approve not of her Manner of releafing 
him from his Difficulties, nothing that 
can be faid by me has any Chance for 

altering ſuch their Opinion. | 
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Containing a brief Account of the T vanſaction 
of eleven Years. | 


H AT David Simple, having been 
for ſome Years retired from the 
World, and when all his Tranſ- 
actions had been fo long buried in Oblivion, 
ſhould again appear on the Stage, is owing 
to his having undergone a Variety of Acti- 
dents; and ſome as remarkable as any in his 
forme Story. I therefore doubt not, but 
thoſe Perſons who were then pleaſed with 
his Character, will be no leſs pleaſed with 
knowing the Remainder of ſo very uncom- 
mon a Life: and for thoſe who are yet un- 
acquainted with our Hero, we hope his 
Character will in the following Pages appear 
ſtrong enough to need no formal Deſcrip- 
tion, in the Beginning of this Book. 
Vor. V. B A Man, 


2 The ADVENTURES Book V. 


* 


A Man, actuated by neither Avarice nor 
Ambition, his Mind moving on no other 
Axis but that of Love, having obtained a 
Wife his Judgment approves, and his Inclin- 


ation delights in; ſeeing, at the ſame time, 
all his Friends chearful and pleaſed around 


him, ſeems to be in a State of Happineſs, 
in compariſon of which, every thing in this 
World is trifling. And in this agreeable 


Situation did David Simple and his Friends 
continue (with the Exception only of ſome 


pecuniary Loſſes, which could not deſtroy 
Felicity ſo founded) for the ſpace of eleven 
Years : which Time I ſhall paſs over with 
as much Brevity as poſſible, ſo as to lead 
my Reader to the Beginning of that Year, 
in which David Simple began to be convinced 
that although no Scheme for Happineſs 
could be built on a better Foundation than 


his; although the Union of Hearts, which 


ſubſiſted in that happy Family, was ſuffi- 
cient to compenſate every common out- 
ward Evil; yet there may be ſuch a Con- 
currence of Events, ſuch heart-rending 
Scenes, ariſing from this very friendly 


Connection, as muſt undeniably prove the 


Truth of that Obſervation, fo common 
both in the Writings and Converſations of 
Mankind, namely, That ſolid and laſting 

„ Happineſs 
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Chap. 1. of DAvip SIMPLE. 2 
«© Happineſs is not to be attained in this 


„ World.” 


That a frequent Repetition of this Ob- 
ſervation is neceſſary, in order to remind 
People of its Truth, appears but too plain- 
ly, when we ſee, that notwithſtanding the 


univerſal Concurrence of Mankind, 1n all 


Ages, in its favour, yet their Forgetfulneſs 


of it may fairly be concluded from the va- 
rious and anxious Purſuits, in which they 


are ſo univerſally employed. 


David Simple's Family, as we left them 
in the ſecond Volume, after the ' double 
Marriage, conſiſted of himſelf and his Ca- 


milla, Valentine and his Cynthia, and old 
Mr. C- „the Father to Valentine and 


Camilla, who had divided his Fortune equal- 
ly between them. 


This old Gentleman, naturally, was ex- 


tremely fond of both his Children, although 


he had been wrought on by Livia, his Wife, 
to treat them in a moſt cruel manner: yet, 
as he had not that ſtubborn Pride of Mind, 
which ſcorns to be forgiven, he was moſt 
truly bleſſed by that affectionate Duty _ 
Regard, which they now exerted towards 
him. So far, alſo, was he from being a 

"3 Burthen 


4 _ The ADVENTURES Book V. 
Burthen or Reſtraint upon them, that it 
gave them the higheſt Pleaſure, to find how 
much it was in their Power to contribute 
towards their Father's Hppineſs. Their 
united Endeavours were, how to make the 
Remainder of their Father's Days flow with 
that Eaſe and Tranquillity, as might, in 
ſome meaſure, obliterate the Remembrance 
of thoſe turbulent and uneaſy Years, which 
he had ſpent with an artful and wicked 
Woman. A Woman, who was, in reality 
(whilſt he imagined her his greateſt Plea- 
ſure) the greateſt Torment of his Life. 


This our happy F amily, ſoon after their 
Marriage, agreed to leave London, and, to- 
gether with the old Gentleman, to ſettle 
themſelves in ſome pleaſant country Village, 
out of the Reach of that Hurry and Buſtle, 
ſo very contrary to-the Taſte of our whole 
Society. But they could not execute their 
Purpoſe ſo ſoon as they intended, being kept 
in Town on Buſineſs: for the Ten thouſand 
Pounds, which the old Gentleman had giv- 
en between his Son Valentine and his Daugh- 
ter Camilla (whether by the Roguery of his 
Agent, or the Roguery of any other Per- 
ſon, we think it little material to enquire) 
was laid out on a bad Mortgage; and, af- 
ter ſpending about Five hundred Pounds 
| al 


Chap. 1. of David SIMPLE. FH 
and being detained in London a whole Year, 
they were convinced that the whole Money 
was irretrievably loſt. But this Misfortune 
broke very little into the Tranquility-of our 
happy Society. It only obliged them to 
change their Intentions of purchaſing an 
Eſtate ; and they were contented to hire a 
Houſe, with a pretty Garden and all Con- 
veniences round it, in the pleaſanteſt part 
of Lincolnſhire. | 


During their Stay in London, Camilla was 
brought to bed of a Daughter; and, as ſoon 
as ſhe was able to undertake the Journey, 
the whole Society, together with the new- 
born Camilla, ſet out for their Houle in the 
Country, where they were ſoon ſettled, per- 
fectly to their Satisfaction. They paſſed 
their Time in a Manner to be imitated by 
thoſe, who have any Reliſh for real Pleaſure; 
and to be laughed at and {corned by ſuch as 
know not how to'enjoy any Happineſs them- 
ſelves, and are ſure to make every thing 
around them miſerable, But was I to at- 
tempt fully to deſcribe the Happineſs which 
ſubſiſted in this Society, where Chearfulneſs 
and Good Humour were looked on as 

the chief Ingredients for Converſation, Iam 
ſenſible how very ſhort I ſhould fall of my 
intended Purpoſe, Thoſe, therefore, of my 

B 3 Readers, 
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Readers, who have a Reliſh for the ſame 
kind of Converſation, will, I doubt not, 
make uſe of their own Imaginations, in 
drawing the Picture to the life: but to thoſe; 
who miſtake on- mots, inſulting Raillery, 
malicious Ridicule, and murtherous Slan- 
der for the Atlic Salt of Society, J write 
not. Indeed, to ſuch I cannot write, con- 
cerning David, and his Company ; as no 
Words are equal to the raiſing in ſuch 
Minds, any true Image of the Pleaſures of 
our happy Society: for to them, Cynthia's 
Spritelineſs (wanting the Reliſh of biting 
Jokes and tart Repartees) would appear 
trifling Inſipidity; and the chearful Soft- 
neſs of the gentle Camilla, would, by 
ſuch, be termed Dullneſs and Want of 


Senſibility. | 


Cynthia and Camilla embraced every Op- 
portunity of directing their Family Affairs 
when they could not have the Pleaſure of 
converſing, with their Huſbands. By the 
Order and Regularity of their Table, of 
their Servants, and every other domeſtic 
Concern, it might eaſily have been imagin- 
ed, that their whole Time had been taken up 
in what is called the Buſineſs of Houſewifry : 


yet David, Valentine, and the old Gentle. 
man, enjoyed ſo much of their amiable 


Converſation, 


Chap. 1. of DAVID STMPLE. 7 
Converſation, that they could have almoſt 
imagined every thing to have been done by 
Enchantment, and that Houſhold Manage- 
ment had never employed their Thoughts ; 
for no Noiſe or Buſtle was ever heard, but 
Peace, Calmneſs, Concord, and Harmony 

reigned throughout the Houſe. | 


With ſo many Bleſſings as our Sockty a en- 
joyed, they could not deeply regret the Loſs 
of Fortune,. as they were not reduced by it 
to what they called Straitneſs of Circum- 

ſtances : for they were ſtill poſſeſſed of 
enough to gratify every innocent Deſire, and: 
no extravagant Wiſhes did they ever en- 
tertain. Nay, David had yet the Power of 
purſuing, in ſome degree, his favourite 
Pleaſure, of relieving his diſtreſſed Fellow- 
creatuies, and of preventing any of his 
Neighbourhood from ſuffering extreme In- 
digence. | 


But they had not been ſettled in this 
agreeable Tranquility quite a Twelvemonth, 
before their united Happineſs was interrupt- 
ed by Cynthiz's falling into a State of ill 
Health; for which, a Phyſician, in the 
Neighbourhood, adviſed her to go directly 
to the Bath, and drink. the Waters for one 
whole Seaſon. 
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As ſoon as this was determined, the whole 
Family intended to remove to the Bath, and 
to leave only the little Camilla with a careful 
Servant, in the Country. But the Morn- 
ing before they undertook their Journey, 
David received a Letter from London, in- 
forming him of an Affair, which was of 
too much Conſequence for him to neglect; 
that a Perſon had put in his Claim to 
the Fortune, which, ſome Years ago, was 
left him by his Uncle ; z and David, on his 
Arrival in Town, found this Buſineſs of ſo 


_ troubleſome and intricate a Nature, that his 


Attendance on it was, for ſome time, ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary. Valentine and Cynthia, 
therefore, purſued their Journey to the Bath. 
The old Gentleman, their Father, ſtayed 
in London, with David and Camilla; for, 
beſides his Age and Infirmities, which made 
him willingly decline a Journey, he was 


ſo doatingly fond of his Daughter Camilla, 


and her Care and Tenderneſs towards him 
was ſo great, that he could not conſent to 
be ſeparated from her. 


The Day after their Arrival in Town, 
David Simple happened to meet a Gentle- 
man, whoſe Name was Ratcliff, with whom 
he had ſome ſmali Acquaintance before he 

Went 


__ 


* 
I, 
2 
% 
oz 
x 
S, 
CN, 
. 
3 
* 
EE 2 
. v+ | 4 
I 
"2 
4 
og 
ry 
ö 


1 : 
ws 
$5 
75 


Chap. 1. of David SME. 
went into the Country. Mr. Ratchf ſeem- 


d overjoyed to meet him; and, on hearing 


that Buſineſs was likely to detain him in 
Town, inſiſted, that David, and his Wife, 
and the old Gentleman, ſhould quit their 
Lodgings, and make his Houſe their Home, 
while they remained in London : and in this 
Invitation Mrs. Ratchff alſo politely” con- 
curred with her Huſband. 


As Mr. Ratciff was a Man of F ortune, 
and could eaſily admit of ſuch an occaſional 
Addition to his Family, . David, without 
Heſitation, accepted his Offer: for a Mind 
ſo ready as his was, to give Aſſiſtance or 


| Pleaſure to his Friends, muſt be conſcious, 


that in the like Circumſtances, he ſhould 


have rejoiced in the ſame Opportunity. 
And, therefore, inſtead of being alarmed 
at the Thought of receiving an Obligation, 


he found ſome Satisfaction in the Thought, 
that, by accepting this Invitation, he ſhould 
give his Friend the Opportunity of enjoying 
what was his own favourite Pleaſure. 


Camilla was, at this time, ſo big with 
Child, that they had, on that account, ha- 
ſtened their intended Journey, in order that 
ſhe might have lain-in at Bath: this Cir- 
cumſtance made Mr, Ratcliff and his Wife 

=: T- a 
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the more preſſing for their immediate com- 
ing to their Houſe. And Mr. Ratchff ſaid, 
that ſhould the Child prove a Boy, he would 
be his God-father, and adopt him for his 
own Son; and Mrs. Ratchff made the ſame 
Offer, ſhould the Child prove a Girl. 

ES. | 


* 


In about three Weeks, Camilla was brought 


to-bed of a Boy, and he was chriſtened by 
the name of Peter, after his God- father; 
for Camilla, although it would have been 
her Choice, that her firſt Son ſhould have 
borne the Name of her much-loved Huſ- 
band, would not oppoſe Mr. Ratchff*s Re- 
queſt, or even mention her own Choice, 
whilſt there was the leaſt Probability, that 
her Son's Intereſt might be forwarded by 
complying with whatever Mr. Ratcliff 
ſhould in reaſon defire, e 


David now began to find that the Buſi- 
neſs, which called him to Town, was of a 
more perplexing and troubleſome Nature 
than he at firſt imagined; and that he was 
likely to be involved in a tedious and ex- 
penſive Law Suit: for the Perſon who had 
made this pretended Claim to the Eſtate, 
left to David by his Uncle, was a young 
Fellow of a very large Fortune, but who 
had, by his Father, been put Clerk to an 

Attorney, 


5 * 
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Attorney, and, by that means, was very 
learned in all the Tricks of the Law. Da- 
vid Simple, therefore, when he conſidered 
the ſuperior Fortune of his Antagoniſt, and 
that he muſt contend with one, who could 
not, indeed, ſo properly be ſtyled learned 


in the Laws, as verſed in the Knowledge of 
every ſhuffling Art to evade their Force, and 


to make them ſubſervient to his own Pur- 
poſes, was convinced in his own Mind, that 
he ſhouid be much the leaſt out of pocket, 
by 'giving up at once the whole Money : 

but this Purpoſe not one of his Friends 
would ſuffer him to execute; and Mr. at- 
cliff pronounced him a Madman for the 


Thought ; but told him, if he would put 
his Affairs into the hands of Mr. Parker, 


his Attorney, his Cauſe would be carried 
on with all due Expedition and Integrity : 
and Mr. Ratchff likewiſe hinted (but made 
no abſolute Promiſe) that he himſelf would 


give him any Support that might be want- 
ing, to enable him to maintain his Right. 


After two Months Stay in London, Da- 
vid began to find, that his perſonal Attend- 
ance was not neceſſary towards carrying on 


this Law Suit, in which, much againſt his 


own Judgment, he was now engaged. Giv- 
ing, therefore, all proper Inſtructions to his 
B 6 Attorney, 
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Attorney, he determined to go, as ſoon as 
poſſible, into the Country. And what con- 
firmed him in this Reſolution, was the Hope 
of meeting his Brother Valentine, from whom 
he had juſt received the agreeable News, that 
Cynthia had found from the Bath Waters all 
the Benefit that could have been expected. 


| David acquainted Valentine with the Dif- 

ficulties he had found, and which he was ſtill 
| likely to encounter, from the Embaraſſment 
of a Chancery Suit, and they agreed to part 
with their Houſe in Lincolnſbire, and to take 
a ſmall neat Tenement, which Valentine had 
heard of, in a pleaſant Village called Hed- 
. dington, about twenty Miles from the Bath, 
and only a Mile out of the great London 
Road. David himſelf took a Journey to 
Lincolnſhire, and brought back with him his 
little Camilla, now near two Years old; 
and, taking leave of Mr. Ratcliff*s Family, 
with a Heart really overflowing with Gra- 
titude for their Civility and Kindneſs, he, 
and his Camilla, the old Gentleman, and 
the two Children, ſet out for their Houſe 
at Heddington, where they were met by Va- 
lentine and Cynthia from the Bath. 


The Meeting of our Society might pro- 
perly be called a Meeting of Joy. It was 
a Reward 


Chap. 1. of David SIMPLE. 13 
2 Reward for their Separation, and fully 
compenſated to them all the anxious 
Thoughts they had ſuffered for each othe 

in Abſence. Cynthia, whoſe Temper 64 
Underſtanding not even ill Health could 
impair or diſturb (and who, in the weakly 
State of her Body, could never properly be 
called peeviſn, even by her Enemies, and 
by her Friends could only be perceived to 
be languid) had now recovered her uſual 
Vivacity, and enjoyed to the utmoſt, her 
chief Delight, that of being able to com- 
municate Pleaſure. The meeting of theſe 
Friends was very unlike the common meet- 
ing of Perſons long abſent. It was not a 
Relation of trifling matters of Fact, collect- 
ed only to give the Relator the Pleaſure of 
talking; but it was a general Communica- 
tion of ſuch things only as were of conſe- 
quence in their own Nature, or which were. 
made ſo by the Intereſt each Individual had 
in whatever related to the whole, and by the 
Power our Society poſſeſſed and exerted, 
of rendering every Image agreeable. Nor 
did they, this Evening, interrupt their 
chearful Converſation by introducing the 
diſagreeable State of their Affairs by their 
Law Suit, nor was any kind of what is 
generally called Buſineſs once mentioned 
among them. 
Some 
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Some little time before David and his 
Family laſt left London, he began to find 
ſome ſmall Alteration in Mr. Ratchff*s 
Behaviour towards him ; yet, in proportion 
as friendly Actions decreaſed, friendly Pro- 


feſſions flowed the more largely; and his 


abſolute Promiſe to provide for his God- 
ſon, little Peter, and to adopt him as Heir 
to his large Fortune, made both David 
and his Camilla overlook many Slights, 
and ſubmit alſo to his authoritative man- 
ner of directing them in all their Proceed- 


ings. | 


When our happy Society had been ſettled 


about a Week at Heddington, they received 
a Meſſage from Mr. Orgueil, and his Wife, 


% That, if they ſaw Company, they would 


« yait on them.” ; 


David was greatly aſtoniſhed at the Meſ- 
ſage, and, indeed, not a little averſe to the 
Thought of renewing an Acquaintance with 
a Man, of whoſe Principles he had ſo juſt 
an Abhorrence. Yet, on the other hand, 
when he reflected, that the only Account 
he had received of Mr. Orgueil came from 
Spatter, who never gave any one a good 
Character (and whom, on further Acquaint- 

| | ance, 
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ance, he could not think an Object of his 


Eſteem) he hoped Orguei/ might not be ſo 
bad a Man as he had been repreſented. Be- 


ſides, as the being guilty of even the Ap- 
pearance of Rudeneſs or Il|-manners, was 
.repugnant to the Nature of any of this So- 


ciety, they could not but agree to return a 
civil Meſſage ; but, although they would 
not ſhun an offered Acquaintance, they in- 
tended,” as they ſaw Occaſion, to avoid an 


Intimacy. 


Mr. Orgueil had been ſettled in that Vil- 


lage about a Year, having bought a large 


Eſtate, with a very fine Houſe on it: for 
Mrs. Orgueil brought him a Fortune of 
above Thirty thouſand Pounds. In this 
Viſit they were both exceſſively civil to Da- 
vid and his whole Family. Mr. Orgueil 
ſeemed very aſli-uous to renew their former 
Friendſhip ; and, by his particular Civility 
and obliging Behaviour to the old Gentle- 
man, who was greatly pleaſed with his po- 
lite Addreſs, he, in a manner, before they 
were aware, drew them into a much greater 


Intimacy than they at firſt intended. 


This Intimacy was now almoſt unavoid- 
ably encreaſed by Mrs. Orgueil's being 
brought to-bed of a Daughter, whom ſhe 

0 called 
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called Henrietta-Caſſanara ; and, during her 
lying-in, ſhe affected ſuch a Fondneſs for 


Cynthia and Camilla, that ſhe would hardly 


ever be without the Company of one, if 
not of both ; and, as it was the Chara- 
cteriſtic of this Society, to ſuffer an Incon- 
venience themſelves, rather than to decline 
giving Pleaſure to thoſe, for whom they pro 
feſſed an Eſteem, they could not refuſe " af 
ing with Mrs. Orgueil, at all ſuch times as 
their Convenience would poſſibly admit, till 
ſhe was again able to go abroad. 


Cynthia and Camilla had alſo each of them 
a Daughter born, about three Months after 
the Birth of Mrs. Orgueil's Henrietta-Caſſan- 
dra. David called his Child Fanny, and Va- 
lentine gave his Daughter the Name of his 
beloved Wife. Cynthia s Conſtitution being 
but weakly, her Huſband would not ſuffer 
her to attempt being a Nurſe: and Mrs. 
Dunſter, Wife to the Farmer who rented 
moſt part of Mr. Orgueil's Eſtate, having 
juſt Joſt a fine Child, of two Months old, 
(and being a very healthy, neat, honeſt, 
g00d-humoured Woman) the little Cynthia f 
was committed to her Care. ö 


Farmer Dunſter and his Wife were n 
well. meaning People, and, although they 
"rented 
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rented a very large Farm, yet they did not 
affect to live above their Station. The Far- 
mer induſtriouſly and conſtantly attended 
his Buſineſs: and his Wife, inſtead of dreſſ- 
ing, and imitating the Manners of a Lady, 
was contented to be called Dame, and valu- 
ed herſelf upon the Goodneſs of her Butter 
and the Beauty of her Poultry. Out of nine 
Children, they had only one Girl left, who 
was now ten Years old, and who, even at 
that Age, was a Help and Aſſiſtant to her 
Mother. This good Girl was ſo handy and 
careful about the little Cynthza, that ſhe ſeem- 
ed to have almoſt as good a Claim as Mrs, 

Diunſter, to be called her F oſter- mother. | 


David and all his Family were exceeding- 
ly fond of the Farmer and his Wife. The 

Simplicity of their Manners was ſo effectu- 
al a Recommendation to our Society, that 
it gave a weight to whatever they ſaid : and 
as they related many humane Actions of Mr. 
Orgueil, both towards themſelves and others 
of the Neighbourhood, David Simple was in- 


duced once more to cn him as his 
Friend. 


1 8 be underſtood to mean, by 
the Word Friend, a Perſon anſwering the 
Idea of what David Simple, in the former 

= 
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part of his Life, made the Object of his 
Purſuit. His Search in that reſpect was 
happily ended; for in his Brother Valentine 
and the amiable Cynthia, he enjoyed the 
higheſt Happineſs that Warmth of Friend- 
ſhip, unaſſiſted by any more tender or in- 
tereſting Connection, could give; and in 
his Camilla he enjoyed the higheſt Pleaſure 
that even his Imagination could ever have 
formed from the Union of two Hearts, ca- 
able of receiving, and diſpoſed to give, 
reciprocal Delight. But this Friendſhip. 
with Mr. Orgueil was no more than what 
is generally called by that Name; that 
is to fay, a greater Lay than ſubſiſts 
among common Acquaintance. And whilſt 
Mr. Orgueil was civil to our whole Society; 
ready, on all Occaſions, to do obliging 
things; nay while they even. promiſed Da- 
vid, on underſtanding tha this Circumſtances: 
were greatly reduced, to aſſſt him with: 
his Fortune; they could not avoid giv- 
ing, to the great Importunity of both 
Mr. Orgucil and his Wife, much more of 
their Time and Converſation than was 
agreeable to their Inclinations. Neverthe- 
leſs, if Cynthia had ſtrenuouſly urged them 
to have —. guided by her Judgment, an 
Intimacy between Perſons whoſe Minds 


were fo utterly incapable of „ the ay 
mpathy 
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Sympathy with each other, would ſoon have 
been dropped, whatever might have been 
the Conſequence. 


It was now two Years ſince the happy 
meeting of our Society at Heddington, when 
Camilla was brought to-bed of her fourth 
Child, which being a Girl, Mrs. Orgueil 
deſired to ſtand God-mother. This Requeſt 
was not likely to be refuſed, and they alſo 
civilly paid her the Compliment of begging 
her to give the Child a Name; and, ac- 
cording to her Defire, the Child was chri- 
ſtened Joan. This Circumſtance may ap- 
pear trifling, but yet was it of conſequence 
enough to give Mrs. Orgueil great Pleaſure, 
for ſhe delighted as much in oppoſing the 
Sound of Joan to Henrietta-Caſſandra, as if 
the could by that means have heightened or 

lowered the real Value of the two Children: 
but, could ſhe have ſeen the Hearts of Da- 
vid and his Camilla, ſhe would have been 
greatly diſappointed, for they were much 
better pleaſed than if ſhe had given the Child 
the romantic Name of her own Daughter; 
Cynthia too, often ſmiled, on obſerving the 


Delight Mrs. Orgueil took, in immediately 
introducing at full length, after aſking for 
little Jaan, the Words, — my Henrietta- 
 Caſſanara. ” 


In | 
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In two Years more, Camilla had another 
Boy ; and, as there was now no Objection 
to her indulging herſelf in calling him by 
the Name of her beloved Huſband, he was 
chriſtened Dawid. 


Juſt at this time, David Simple received 
a Letter from Mr. Parker, his Lawyer, in- 
forming him, that there was no likelyhood 
of his Law Suit's being yet ended ; but, at 
the ſame time, deſiring more Money, and 
enpreſſing great Confidence of carrying the 
Point at laſt. 


David was, indeed, ſatisfied of the Juſtice of 
his Cauſe, and, on that account, would na- 


turally have been as little doubtful of Suc- 


ceſs as Mr. Parker : but when he conſidered 
that he had been above five Years already 
kept in ſuſpenſe, and when he reflected on all 
the litigious Arts made uſe of by his Anta- 
goniſt, he durſt not build his Hopes on any 
ſuch Foundation. He, therefore, once more 
wrote to Mr. Ratchf, declaring his Reſo- 
Jution to give up the Affair, and to pay off 
Mr. Parker's Bill, which was upwards of 
Fourteen hundred Pounds, whilſt yet it was 


in his Power; leſt he ſhould not only be de- 


prived of the means of ſupporting his Fa- 
| mily, 


* 
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mily, but ſhould be torn from them, by hav- 
ing contracted a heavy Load of Debts,which 
he could not anſwer. To this Mr. Rat- 
cliff anſwered, that now it was more Mad- 
3 neſs than ever, to admit ſuch a Thought; 
for the Caſe was ſo clear on his ſide, that 
dropping his Suit, was the ſame thing as 
giving away ſo much Money, already indiſ- 
3 putably in his own Poſſeſſion. He then 
again repeated his Promiſe of providing for 
b: his Godſon Peter; but added, that he ſhould - 
not be pleaſed to have his adopted Son and 
3 Heir the Brother to Beggars: and concluded 
Voith obſerving, that he ſhould be juſtified, 
not only to himſelf, but to all the World, 
in deſerting a Man who wilfully deſerted -4 
himſelf, and the Intereſt of his whole Fa- 
mily. | 


Now firſt was David Simple ſeized with 
ſome Degree of that Timidity of Mind, 
which he afterwards more fully experienced; 
and though in his own Opinion (and in that 
of the whole Society) it appeared moſt pru- 
dent to keep his Reſolution, and drop his 

Chancery Suit; yet he feared to loſe the Fa- 
vour of a Man, who was ſo able, and. who 
declared himſelf ſo willing to provide amply 
for his Son: he, therefore, after much 
perplexing Deliberation, acquainted Mr. 

ted. wh : Ratcliſt, 


nnr OO . 


Ratcliff, that he would ſubmit to his Judg- 
ment, and leave his Cauſe to the Deciſion 51 
the Law. Mr. Orgueil alſo highly approv- 
ed Mr. Ratcliff fs Advice in this Cafe, and 
ſtrenuouſiy urged David's Acquieſcence | 
with it; telling him, that a Man of his pe- 
culiar way of thinking, ought always, in 
worldly Affairs, to be directed by Men of 
Prudence and Experience; hinting, at the 
ſame time, how liable he had been, in the 
former part of his Life, to be impoſed on 
and deceived. | 


And here, if I might be permitted a little 
to depart from the Brevity I promiſed in 
this firſt part of our Hiſtory, I would detain 
my Reader by ſome Obſervations on the 
capricious Jndgments that are ſhewn in 
paſſing Sentence on the Words and Actions 
of a Man, who is actuated by no other Mo- 
tives than the bart Dictates of an * 
Heart. s 


If, from judging of others by himſelf, 
ſuch a Man is impoſed on, by the falſe Co- 
lours hung out to deceive him, and thereby 
becomes the Sacrifice of his own Simplicity, 
be is thought the proper Object for Ridicule, 
and the Words mple and filly are immedi- 
ately made y fynonimous : but if, after ſome 

— Experience 
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Experience of the World, he ſhould, in 
his future Tranſactions, be guided by that 
Experience, to act conſiſtently with it, and 
ſhould thereby avoid thoſe Evils to which 
his Inexperience rendered him liable, he is 
ſuddenly metamorphoſed into a cunning 
Fellow; and thoſe very Perſons, who had 
before laughed at his Folly, can now clearly 
enough diſtinguiſh the Meaning of the 
Word Simplicity, to blame him for his Want 
of it; without conſidering the effential 
Difference there 1s between the proper Cau- 
tion built on Experience, and that unjuſt 
Suſpicion of all Mankind, which often, if 
not always, ariſes from the Knowledge of 
harbouring in our own Boſoms a falſe and 
malignant Heart. TI 


David's Situation, in point of worldly 
Affairs, was now made more untoward and 
perplexing, from the Uncertainty of his 
impending Suit, than it could have been 
from the narroweſt Circumſtances : ſince 
the latter could not ſo much have affected 
the Minds of Perſons, who practiſed, as far 
as poſſible, the Leſſon of being contented 
in any Situation, and of ſubmitting to every 
outward Accident with Patience : for by 
this Uncertainty he knew not what he was 

worth, or whether he was not buying ny 
Bre 
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Bread with Money that he ſhould hereafter 
be called on to refund. | 


Thoſe who are bleſſed with Proſperity and | 
Affluence, and who have never experienced 
a Perplexity of this kind, may, perhaps, 
abſolutely condemn David Simple, for not 
inſtantly reducing his Expences to the very 2? 
Standard he muſt have done, had he already * 
loſt. his Cauſe. But from the Sentence of 
ſuch, I muſt beg leave to appeal to the 
Judgment of others, who, with the like 
1 Hearts, have been in the like 
Circumſtances: and if by them David Simple 
be condemned for driving far off from his 
Mind Deſpondency and abſolute Deſpair of 
Succeſs; for ſtill continuing (without an 
exact provident Calculation) to afford his 
Friends the Comforts of Life, 
e of the Extravagancies; and for 
rſiſting to relieve any real Objects of 
Diſtfeſs, without clinching his Hand by 
thinking on his Law Suit; I muſt ſubmit; 
and will allow them to join with Orgueil and 
Ratcliff in all the Reproaches they hereafter | 
beftow on David Simple, for his Impru- 
dence. 


Two Tan more paſſed, and till there 


Was no Determination of the Law Suit: 
but 
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but in the mean time Mr. Rateliff continued 
to write what are called friendly Letters 
(though interſperſed with that imperious 
Advice which generally flows from Superi- 
ority in point of Fortune) and deſired, that 
his God-ſon Peter, now near ſeven Years 
old, might, at his Expence, be ſent to 
School; and he paid that Deference to Da- 
vid's Judgment, as to leave the Choice of a 
Maſter to him. 


Camilla was very deſirous that the Bod. | 
might be ſent to ſome private School, as | 
dreading the Vices that are too frequently - 
contracted at public ones : and accordingly 
little Peter was put under the Care of a 
Gentleman, who never increaſed his Num- 
ber of Boys beyond the Power of his own 
careful Eye. e 


As ſending the Child to School was Mr. 
Ratcliff”s Deſire (or rather Command) they 
did not care to diſpute it; otherwiſe, it was 
very evident, that in going from Home, 
he quitted a Place of certain Improvement, 
for the Chance only of being where he 

barely might not learn leſs — more he could 
not learn; for the chief Study and Employ- 
ment of our Society, was to improve the 
Underſtandings, and meliorate the Diſpo- 
YOoL. V. _— {itions 
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ſitions of their Children; and never was 
Labour (if ſuch it might be ſtyled) better 
rewarded. ; | 


Little Camilla, now eight Years old, 
was a moſt amiable Child. In her Perſon 
ſhe was a complete Pattern of Elegance and 
Beauty. She had that Luſtre and Sweet- 
neſs in her Countenance, which muſt always 
proceed from the ſtrongeſt Underſtanding, 
and the mildeſt Diſpoſition. She already 
ſhewed an uncommon Genius to Muſic and 
Drawing, in the Improvement of which ſhe 
Was indulged as far as was neceſſary to en- 
able her to make a Progreſs in both, by her 
own Induſtry and Application. 


Young Peter was in his Perſon ſo like his 7 


Father, that no one could ſee him without 
crying out, O! here comes little David.“ 
And this Circumſtance, trifling as it may 
appear, often put the whole Family in 
Tears. For the ſweet little Boy's Senſibility 
of Look, on the Miſtake of his Name, 
with a gentle Sigh, which ſeemed to ſhew 
a Regret, that he was, by a ſtrange Adop- 
tion, in a Manner excluded from his Birth- 
right, gave his Parents ſuch a peculiar kind 
of tender. Senſation, as I cannot pretend 
to give my Readers any Idea of, _ 

| they 
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they will again aſſiſt me, by the Help of 


their own Imaginations. 


Fanny and her Couſin Cynthia, born 


within two Days of each other, now fix 


Years old, and both of them beautiful Girls, 


were ſo exactly alike, that they were conti- 


1 nually miſtaken for T'win Siſters: and it was 
a frequent Diverſion among them to ſee 


N Dame Dunſter kiſs and hug the little Fanny, 


as thinking her to be her Nurſling Quthia. 
Mrs. Orgueil's God- daughter Joany, now 


five Years old, was, to the great Joy of her 


God-mother, not ſo completely beautiful 
as her Siſter's, and in Fairneſs of Skin, was 
much inferior to her own Daughter Henri- 


etta-Caſſandra; for which Reaſon ſhe grew 
extremely fond of the Child, and ſeemed as 
much pleaſed with contraſting their Com- 
plexions as their Names. Though, i in truth, 
little Joan was a fine freſh coloured Girl, the 
very Picture of Health and Good- humour, 
and was fo tall of her Age, that is occaſioned 
Mrs. Orgueil to be once aſked, if Miſs Joan 
was not older than Miſs Caſh ; on which 
Mrs. Orgueil took ſuch Offence at the Child, 
tor having, although a Year younger, out- 
ſtripped her Daughter in Growth, that ſhe 
would never more ſuffer her to come within 
& 2 > mae 
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her Doors. Nay, the very Name that ſhe 
herſelf had given her, ſounded (ſhe ſaid) 
ſo very vulgar, that it increaſed her Aver- 
ſion to her; and frequently did Mis Caſſy 
upbraid the poor Child, that Joan was not 
the Name of a Gentlewoman. 


Of little David, now only three Years 
old, no more can be ſaid, but that his 
pleaſing Smiles, and honeſt open Counte- 
nance, promiſed every thing that it is poſ- 
| ſible for an affectionate Parent to with. 


Notwithſtanding the untoward Situation 
of Affairs before mentioned, ſtill might our 
Society be ſtyled ihe happy Family. Such a 
Union of Hearts, ſuch a Harmony of Diſ- 
poſition. ; a Society, where the meaning of 
the bad Paſſions of Malice and Envy could 
not have been underſtood, had they never 
converſed out of their own Houſe, could 
not be ruffled or diſcompoſed, but by a 
Separation, or ſeeing any one amongſt them 
afflicted with Sickneſs, or any other real 
Calamity. And, indeed, little Peter's leaving 
them, to be ſent to School, cauſed, for the 
preſent, a Scene of Grief amongſt his young 
Companions, that even a Command to them 
from David and Valentine, not any longer 
to indulge that Grief, was neceſſary to- 
| wards 


wards reſtoring the Tranquility of the 
Nurſery. 


Such an increaſing Family and decreaſing 
Fortune, would have been enough of itſelf 
to have rendered ſome Minds miſerable ; 
but David and his Camilla (as they confined 
not Happineſs to any particular Station) 
were fully convinced, that if they rooted 


| from their chi Breaſts all kind of 


Malevolence, and inſtilled into their Minds 
the Principles of true Religion, they ſhould 
give them the beſt Foundation for Felicity 
this World can afford. And they likewiſe 
conſidered a large Number of Children as a 
larger Number of Chances for even worldly 
Proſperity; fince (as they obſerved) it ſel- 


dom happens, but out of ſo many, one will 


be ſucceſsful; and little indeed muſt their 
Children have profited by the Precepts and 
Example of fuch Parents, if the Proſperity 


of ont ſhould not be the Proſperity of 


ALL. 


Betty Dunſter, from the time little Cynthia 


was taken home from Nurſe, had been ſo 


frequently amongſt the Children, and was 
of ſo docile a Diſpoſition, that ſhe learned 
many things, by attending to the Inſtruc- 


tions given them by Camilla. And Cynthia 
C 3 herſelf, 
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herſelf, ſeeing the Girl had a Capacity and 
Underſtanding capable of Improvement, 
had taught her to write and read. Little 
Camilla had alſo learned from Betty Dunſter | 
to knit and to ſpin Flax, and was ſo per- 
fect in both, that, before it was known ſhe | 
could do either, ſhe preſented her Mother 
with a pair of Stockings, ſpun and knit 
by herſelf. 


Mrs. Orgueil began to be very uneaſy at 
Betty Danſter's being ſo much in David's 
Family. and therefore told her Mother, that 
ſhe wondered a Woman of her Prudence 
would ſuffer her Daughter to be ruined by 
being accuſtomed to nothing but Sloth and 
Idleneſs, as muſt be the caſe while ſhe threw | 
away all her Time amongſt ſuch a Set of 

lazy extravagant People. 1 


Indeed, Madam (ſays. Mrs. Dunſter ) 
« ] never upon going into the Houſe found 
« them lazy or idle, ſince I have known 
« them; and I hope my Child won't be 

„ ruined, for ſhe tells me they be all very 
« kind to her; and Madam Cynthia her- 
« ſelf has taught her to write and read.“ 


« Ay, Romances, I ſuppoſe (ſays Mrs. 
* Orgueil) fine reading, indeed, for a Coun- 
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« try Wench! and you will find what a 

« pretty Figure ſhe will make, when, after 
e ſheis married to ſome honeſt Farmer, ſhe 

is caught, inſtead of minding her Dairy, 
„ poring over a Romance.“ 


« ] never heard her talk, Madam, of 
« ſuch Books (ſays Mrs. Dunſter) but ſhe 
« tells me, that ſhe often reads Hiſtory and 
e the Bible to the Children.“ | 


 « I tell you (fays Mrs. Orgueil) that 
Reading ts not a proper Employment for 
« aFarmer's Daughter; and although you 

are fo infatuated, as not to ſee what will 
te be the Ruin of your own Child, I myſelf 

have ſuch a Love for the Girl, that I am 
&« reſolved to fave her from Deſtruction, 
«© by taking her into my own Family: and, 
« if ſhe can be made to forget all the Stuff 
« Cynthia has taught her, and behaves well, 
« I will keep her as my Woman. Or, if 
« Miſs Cafſy ſhould like her, ſhe may be her 
« Maid. And ſhe will find ſome Differ- 
«ence between living in my Houſe in any 
“Station, and herding with a Parcel of 
« beggarly Wits.” 


Mrs. Dunfter, though ſhe had but a mo- 
— derate Share of Underſtanding, yet from a 
| C 4 good 
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good honeſt Heart, eaſily perceived the 


Difference there would, indeed, be to her ; 


poor Girl ; but ſhe durſt not, by a Refuſal, | 
diſoblige Mrs. Orgueil, or ſeem diſpleaſed 2 
with her Offer; and yet ſo little Joy did 
| The expreſs for this Proſpect of her Daugh- 
ter's Advancement, that Mrs. Orguci/ bid 
her be gone, for an ignorant ungrateful Foo], 
and ſend her Huſband thither directly. 


As ſoon as the Farmer arrived, Mrs. 
Orgueil complained of the Inſenſibility of 
his Wife, and repeated to him the Honour 


ſhe intended his Daughter. | 


The Farmer, from a late Misfortune of 
a Perſon's dying inſolvent, who owed him 
a large Sum of Money, was, at this time, 
fo far behind-hand in his Rent, that he lay 
too much at Mr. Orgutil's Mercy to deny 
any thing to him or his Lady; he therefore 
faid, he would immediately ſend the Girl 
thither ; Who, as ſoon as ſhe entered the 
Houſe, was ſtrictly ordered by Mrs. Orgucil 
never again to ſet her foot within David 


Simple's Doors. 


Mrs Orgueil did not want what is com- 
monly called Parts, or Uaderſtanding ; but, 


from the Malignity of her Heart, was al- 
ways 


EL 


" Cl 1. of David SimPLe. 33 


ways acting what ſhould be the Character- 
iſtic of a F ool, namely, deſtroying her o.]õ a 
Purpoſes. She ſet a high Value on her 
own Underſtanding, and therefore Cynthin, 
who, from a Spritelineſs and Vivacity of 
Temper, generally carried the Lead in Con- 
verſation, ſoon became the Object of her 
Envy, and from thence a moſt inveterate 
Hatred of Cynthia took root in her Mind. 
She loved not Camilla, but would ſometimes 
retend towards her (out of Oppoſition to 
Cynthia) the higheſt degree of Affection. 
Although ſhe had not Goodneſs or. Simpli- 
city of Heart enough to really value the 
amiable Qualities of Camilla, yet in the vaire 
hope of ſupplanting Oynthia in her Favour, 
ſhe was generally very aſſiduous and obliging; 
to her, and alſo, to Cynthia , for ſhe had Cun- 
ning enough to know, that upon her Ci- 
vility to Cynthia depended her Acquaintance 
with Camilla. Numberleſs were her Arts to 
mgratiate herſelf by Flattery with Camilla, 
but fruitleſs were all ſuch Endeavours; for 
ſo uncommon were the Characters of nthia 
and Camilla, and ſo very extraordinary their 
Friendſhip, that they had often talked over 
the Difference of their Capacities and Diſ- 
poſitions with the ſame Freedom as if they 
had been mentioning the Difference of their 


* or Size. 25 
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The true Source of all thoſe Heart-burn- 
ings and Uneaſineſſes, that Mankind areſo 


good as to beſtow upon themſelves, when 
no outward Shocks attack them, ſeems to 
be ſetting too high a Value on any Facul- 
ties whatever of the Mind, or any Beauty 
of the Perſon. Hence ariſes that Malice 
and Envy, from which Families and Friends 
often cauſe each others Miſery, when they 
might have it in their Power to be Bleſſings 
to each other, would every one, like our 
little Family, fit down contented with their 


own Share of either mental or outward Qua- 
lifications. 


Oni bia did not put on a filly Affecta- 
tion of not knowing the Strength of her 
own Underſtanding; but, on the other 
hand, ſhe knew its Value; ſhe was ſenſible 
ſhe did not give it herſelf, nor was ſhe ig- 


norant that it was according sto the Ule it 


was made of, whether it was of any Value 


at all; nay, ſhe purſued this ſort of Know- 


ledge fo far, as to diſcover, that, by being 


made an ill Uſe of, it would turn to her 
Diſadvantage. 


She could not but know that Key was 
poſſeſſed of ſomething a larger Share of what 
iS 


EY Pon” 
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is generally called Genius, or Parts, than 
Camilla was ; but the Compariſon would 
never once have come into her Thoughts, 
if ſuch Perſons as Mrs. Orgueil had not 
made it a Subject of their own Converſation: 
Inſult to any one breathing never flowed 
from Cynthia's Boſom; then where could 
one Notion of Inſult to her Camilla find a 
Place for Entrance ? Goodneſs alone was 
the Object of her Eſteem ; ſhe ſought a 
C fraught with Innocence, and a 
Mind free from Malice, the leaſt Degree of 
which venomous Quality peeping forth 
from behind the moſt dazzling Wit and 
entertaining Humour, had, in her Opinion, 
deſtroy ed che whole Pleaſure. 


If Cynthia knew her Underſtanding , with- 
out being proud of it, Camilla could ac- 
knowledge it without Envy, and David 
was ſe(ſible of it without abating one Tittle 

of his Love for his Wife ;- or in 1 the Perſon. 
of his Wite, deſiring to pull down Cynthia. 
And every Advantage and Pleaſure ariſing 
from any Faculty of the Mind, was as much 
ſhared in this Society, as any other Proper- 
ty whatever. 


It is very ſtrange that Mrs. O geil | 
with an ample Fortune, without any real 
C 6 Misfortunes 


7 23 I * 
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Misfortunes to afflict her, enjoying Plenty, 
Hcalth, and every Bleſſing that can be 


thought on, in this World, made herſelf a 
moſt miſcrable Woman, al perplexed and 
tormented her own Mind about nothing; 
forgetting the Abundance ſhe poſſeſſed, and 
ſtraining after an imaginary Good, ſhe could 
never poſſibly reach; whilſt the Perſon, 
concerning whom ſhe thought proper thus 
to torment herſelf (when any very ſhocking 
Strokes did not attend her)poſleſſed her own 


Mind in quiet, and gave berlelf no Trouble 


about the Schemes or Inventions of any 


other Perſons. 


And yet Mrs. Orgueil was forever throw- 
ing out the Word ConTEMPT ; but with a 


little ſerious Examination, ſhe might have 
made a Diſcovery of much more Benefit to 
herſelf, than any of thoſe ſhe ever made of 
- *Oynthia's Cunning, namely, that ſhe deſpiſ- 


ed nobody but herſelf. For can any Con” 


tempt in the World be fo high, as to put it 


in the Power of every Perſon you come near 
to rack and torment your Mind? Even 


Betty Dunſter, if ſhe but dropped a Word 


, in Commendation of Cynthia's. 
Good Humour or Affability, or but ſhew- 
ed a Remembrance of any thing ſhe had 
ever told her, could teaze Mrs. Orgueil as, 
much as if ſhe had fallen under any real 

Misfortune, 


* 
8 


| 
| 


Chap. 1. of David SIMPLE. 37 
Misfortune, of Which the following Inſtance 
is a pretty ſtrong Proof. | 


One Morning Mrs. Orgueil came into the 
Nurſery, and found Betty Dunſter telling 


 Henrietta-Caſſandra a Story, to which the 
Child ſeemed to hearken with more Atten- 
tion than ſhe uſually gave to any thing. 


Mrs. Orgueil, recollecting ſhe had heard 
Cynthia tell this Story, and having ſome 
Suſpicion that it was of her own Invention, 
grew ſo out of Humour, that had any Per- 
ſon been preſent, who had not been tho- 
roughly acquainted with Mrs. Orgueil, the 
poor Girl muſt have appeared to have been 
guilty of ſome great Crime; and yet her 
Croſſneſs only broke forth in Hints; for 
ſhe was ſo unhappy as to harbour in her 
Breaſt what ſhe did not chuſe her Servant 
ſhould find out. But ſhe deſired, her Child 
might not be poiſoned with a parcel of non- 


fenſical Stories; for ſhe had much rather, 


fhe faid, have found her diverting the Child 
with ſome of her new Play-things. Then 
ſhe threw about all the ſtigmatizing Words 
fhe could think on, ſuch as Creatures, 
Trollops, &c. till poor Betty Dunſter was 
put to flight, and durſt not, for a long 
time, approach her enraged Preſence. 


But 
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But I ſhall nothere any longer dwell on the 


Behaviour of Mrs. Orgueil to our Society, 


which was ſometimes extremely civil, and 


at other times over-bearing and inſolent ; 


and I ſhall alſo paſs over the various ways 
ſhe practiſed to ſow Diſſention where there 


was no Soil for it to grow: nor will I re- 


late the innumerable perverſe and ſly Tricks 


＋ 


of her Daughter Henrietta- Caſſandra, or the 


Patience and obliging Behaviour of all the 


Children, to pleaſe and divert the wayward 


Mind of a Girl, bred up in the very School 
of Inſolence; but will paſs on to that Period 
of Time (which was nine Years after our 
Society left London) in which David receiv- 
ed a Letter from Mr. Parker, his Attorney, 
acquainting him, that the Cauſe was given 


againſt him; but that Mr. Ratcliff adviſed. 


him to appeal it to the Houſe of Lords. 
Of this Advice, as it came not, from Mr. 


Ratchff himſelf, David Simple took no No- 
tice, but ordered Mr. Parker to bring in 


his Account; and after ſettling that, and 


all his other Expences, he found himſelf 


worth to the Value of One hundred Pounds, 


and no more. 


David wrote directly to Mr. Ratcliff, 
acquainting him with his Reſolution of 
1H . taking 
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taking a very ſmall Houſe in the fame 
Village where they now lived ; and that, 
in Conformity to their reduced Circumſtan- 
ces, they all intended to help towards the 
Support of their Family by the Work of 
their Hands. To this Mr. Ratcliſf return- 
ed an Anſwer, full of the warmeſt Profeſ- 
ſions of Friendſhip ; expreſſive of the moſt 
poignant Grief for his Misfortunes; add- 
ing the ſtrongeſt. Aſſurances of future Fa- 
vour to his God-ſon little Peter, and the 
moſt hearty Wiſhes for his Succeſs and 
Proſperity. But not any Mention or Hint 
was there to be found in this Letter, of the 
leaſt Intention to give any preſent Aſſiſt- 
,ance to the Diſtreſs of his dear Friend, 
which (by his own Confeſſion) he ĩimagined 
to be ſo very great, that he declared, © It 
«© pierced his very Soul.” | 


About a Week before David received Mr. 
Parker's Letter, Mr. Orgueil and his Wife 
were gone into Yorkſhrre, intending to ſtay 

three Months ; and in their Abſence David 
fixed the before-mentioned Reſolution ; and 
no ſooner was it fixed, than put in Execu- 
tion. The ſmall Houſe was taken. The other 
was quitted. All the unneceſſary Furniture 
was ſold, to pay off the Rent; and every 
Servant was diſcharged, but one honeſt 


Girl, 
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Girl, who had lived with them ever ſince 
their Marriage, and now begged to remain, 
in order to aſſiſt in the moſt laborious Part 
of their Houſhold Work. 


Thus ſettled in their humble Cottage, 
ſtill might our Society retain the Name of 
TE naeey FamiLy. Little Camilla, now 
eleven Years old, was more ſerviceable both 


to her Parents and her Brothers and Siſters, 


than many Girls of ſixteen are either capable 
or willing to be: and the old Gentleman 
ufed to ſay, he would not change his two 
little Handmaids, Fanny and little Cynthia, 
for the beſt Waiting-maids in the King's 
Dominions. Little David, by his Spriteli- 
neſs and engaging childiſh Play, gave them 
continual Entertainment : and could any of 
thoſe People (if any ſuch there are) who 
cannot believe that Happineſs can ſubſiſt 
without Riches, have been Witneſſes to the 


Mirth and Chearfulnefs that every Day 


1 in the thatched Houſe of David 


mple, they would not have believed but 
our 8 were ſecretly poſſeſſed of ſome 
locked- up hidden Treaſure. A Treaſure, 
indeed they had; but locked up no-where, 


dut in their own clear Breaſts. As they knew 


not Guilt, they knew not gloomy Anguiſh 


of Mind: and as they had fuffered, as yet, 
2 no 
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no material Separation, ſo they had not 
taſted of that temporary Sorrow, which, 
though enough to embitter our Cup, is not 
ſufficient to ſubdue a Chriſtian Mind, whoſe 
Reliance on a future State is its only Found- 
ation for Happineſs. 


Yet here muſt I pauſe. — And to thoſe 
People who can have any Idea of the Hap- 
pineſs that ftill ſublifted amongſt our Soci- 
ety, and can conceive, that, excluſive of 
worldly Proſperity, they enjoyed the moſt 
perfect Harmony, will I venture to ſay, 
with Milton, | 


* I now muſt change 


« "Theſe Notes to:tragic; © 
yet no „ foul Diſtruſt and Breach 


« Diſloyal on the Part of Man.” 


For, like Job, David Simple patiently ſub- 
mitted to the temporary Sufferings allotted 
him: and, from a Dependance on his 


Maker, acquired that Chearfulneſs and 


Calmneſs of Mind, which is not in the 
Power of the higheſt worldly Profperity, 
without ſuch a Dependance, to beſtow. 


1 
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CHAP. I. 
A Diſtreſs ariſing from the Proſpect F an 


Advancement in Fortune. 


D AT TID and his Family were, to their 
great Comfort, quite ſettled in their 
new Habitation before the Return of 
Mr. and Mrs. Orgueil; for their Preſence 
would, in all Probability, only have embar- 
raſſed them, and prevented their following 
their own Schemes with. proper Alacrity : 
and, if any Judgment can be formed by- 
their general Method of acting, this Couple 
would have been very generous of ſuch Ad- 
vice as David's Circumſtances would not ad- 
mit him to follow; which Advice, never- 
theleſs, they would not have given him the 
leaſt Aſſiſtance to purſue. But, very unex- 
FE, pectedly, 
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pectedly, on their Return Mr. Orgueil ex- 
preſſed his Concern for David's broken For- 

tune, in Terms as ſtrong as his Philoſophy 
would ſuffer him; and kindly made a Pro- 

oſal for Valentine and Cynthia, which ap- 

peared highly to their Advantage. For he 
ſhewed them a Letter he had received from 
the Governor of Jamaica (with whom he 
had lived in @ State of Intimacy from his 

Youth) acquainting him, that there was at 
preſent ſuch an Opening in the Law, that 
if any Friend. of his, whom he would re- 
commend, knowing ſomething of that Pro- 
feſſion, would come over thither, he might 
eaſily make his Fortune. And he alſo added, 
that if the Perſon recommended was a mar- 
ried Man, he would give him a Plantation, 
as another Chance of providing for his Wife 
and .Family. | | 


Valentine, although he had been bred 
to no Profeſſion, had acquired ſuch a ge- 
neral Knowledge of the Laws of his Coun- 
try, that, with a very little Application, he 
was capable of attaining a ſufficient Know- 
ledge therein ; aad therefore Mr. Orgueil 
propoſed to recommend him to his Friend, 

the Governor, if he would undertake the 
Voyage. They were all filled with Grati- 
tude for Mr. Orgueil's Kindneſs, and Va- 
lentine 


— p r » 
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lentine accepted the ca with a thankful 
Heart. 


But now firſt did o our Society find a Dif- 


5 ficulty in determining their future Proceed- 
ings: for although any Proſpect of Succeſs 


in worldly Affairs, muſt, at this Time, be 
very pleaſing to them all, yet a Separation 
from each other, could not but be a great 
Abatement to that Pleaſure. 


David and Camilla would not one Mo- 
ment have deliberated on accompanying 

Valentine and Cynthia, and taking with them 
| theit whole F 2 had not the old Gentle- 
man's Age and Infirmities rendered ſuch a 
Voyage dangerous, and almoſt impractica- 
ble for him: yet his Unwillingneſs to part 
with his Son Valentine, would have tempted 
him to have undertaken any thing ever ſo 
hazardous. But what rendered this being 
torn, I may ſay, from each other quite un- 
avoidable, was another Letter that David 
juſt at this time received from Mr. Ratcliſf, 
acquainting him, that he could now give 
him the Pleaſure of knowing an Affair he 
had hitherto concealed, from Fear of its 
Succeſs; which was, that he had been, for 
ſome time (he ſaid) ſoliciting, in his Behalf, 


4 very great Man, for a Place, worth Six 
hundred 
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hundred Pounds a Year, requiring no At- 
tendance; for, by paying a Deputy Two 
hundred, he might live entirely in the 
Country. Mr. Katchff alſo added, that he 
now found his Friend, the great Man, 
ſtrongly diſpoſed to ſerve him, and had got 
from him an abſolute Promiſe of the Place, 
on the Death of the preſent Poſſeſſor, who 
was ſo very old and infirm, that it was 
thought he could not hold it above a Month, 
And he concluded his Letter with deſiring 
David not to have a Thought of accompa- 
nying Valentine to Famaica, whom he con- 
2 very highly on his preſent good 
ortune. : ET, 


Thus did all Circumſtances at preſent 
combine to force our Society to a Separa- 
tion. This Letter of Mr. Ratcliff's joined 
to the old Gentleman's weak State of Body 
before-mentioned, determined David and 
Camilla to remain in England. But Mr. 
 Ratcliff*s total Failure a all his Promiſes 

of aſſiſting David Simple in his LawSuit, had 
made too deep an Impreſſion on his Mind, 
to fuffer him to perſuade his Brother Valen- 
tine, on the Strength of this Letter, to lay 
aſide his Voyage, and to give up what ap- 

eared to him much the moſt probable Pro- 
ſpect of Succeſs, They, therefore, at once 

. | determined 
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determined to ſubmit to a Parting, which 
they hoped might, in a few, Years, be the 
Means of a happy Meeting to the whole 
Society. 


Mr. Orgueil highly approved their Reſo- 
lution; and his Wife, in a very particular 
Manner, ſeemed to rejoice in the good For- 
tune of Valentine and Cynthia, but (mixed 
with her Congratulations) ſhe could not 
forbear adviſing Camilla to intreat her Friend 
Cynthia not to baffle her Huſband's Succeſs, 
and make Enemies in the Ifland, by her 
Pride; and, above all things, to be careful 
not to diſplay her Wit at the Expence of 
her Judgment. And ſhe alſo farther hinted 
what a Bleſſing it would be to Camilla, to 
be no longer under the Influence of Cynthia's 
governing Spirit. 


But what made the going out of England 
ſtill more irkſome to Valentine and Cynthia, 
was that their little Daughter was in ſuck an 
ill State of Health, that they dared not 
carry her with them; and drinking the 


Bath Waters was, by every one, thought 


the only Chance ſhe had of being cured. 
The preſent untoward Circumſtances of our 
Society, made it almoſt impoſſible for the 
Child to come at this Means of Recovery. 
Wes "= But 
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But this Difficulty alſo ſeemed to be re- 
moved by Mrs. Orgueil ; for her Henrietta- 
Caſſandra had juſt now taken ſuch a Fit of 
Fondneſs for little Cynthia, that her Mother, 
in order to pleaſe her own Daughter, offer- 
ed, in very obliging Terms, to carry the 
Child with her to the Batb, whither ſhe was 
going for the next Seaſon. 


This Offer carried with it the outward 
Appearance of every thing that could, at 
this Time, be pleaſing ; yet Cynthia, in her 
Heart, was more perplexed than rejoiced at 
it. Not from that miſplaced Fondneſs of 
deſiring, for her own Pleaſure, to keep her 
Child with her, at the Expence of that 
Child's Health or Welfare, for ſhe had 
before intended to leave her behind with 
Camilla, in order, if poſſible, for her to be 
ſent to the Bath; but ſne dreaded nothing 
ſo much for her dear little Qutbia, as bein 
ſubjected to the Power of Mrs. O geil. 
Vet here again ſhe was prevailed on to give 
up her own Judgment: for Camilla, from 
knowing the Softneſs of her own Heart, 
was led into that grand Miſtake, of ima- 
gining there are ſome Circumſtances that 
render it impoſſible for any Creature, wear- 
ing a human Form, to exerciſe Cruelty; 
and ſhe thought, that a helpleſs, poor, ſick 

Infant 
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Infant was too ſtrongly the Object of Com- 
paſſion for any human Creature to reſiſt its 
Force. Being actuated, therefore, by this 
Miſtake, and ſtrongly deſiring that the 
Child might have the Benefit of the Bath 
Waters, ſhe urged many Reaſons to prevail 
on Cynthia to accept Mrs. OrgueiPs Cffer. 
She dwelt particularly on the Impoſſibility 
of her Daughter's being neglected, as ho- 
neſt good-natured Betty Dunſter was to go 
with Mrs. Orgueil, and the Child would be 

in a manner under her Care. Cynthia, there- 
fore, although not without great R eluct- 
ance, yielded at laſt to the Perſuaſions of 
Camilla, and gave an unwilling Conſent. 


A Letter now came to Mr. Orgueil, from 
the Maſter of a Veſt-India Veſſel, who ſaid, 
that, to oblige him, he would give the 
Gentleman and Lady, whom he had men- 
tioned, their Paſſage to Jamaica; but that 
they muſt ſet out in a Day or two, at fur- 
theſt, for he could not any longer delay his 
Voyage. — 


The ſmall Stock of Money David was now 
poſſeſſed of, he divided with- his Friends, 
to enable them to defray any unlooked- 
for Expences ; and this was the firſt time 
the Word pivipzEp could, with any Pro- 

Vol. V. e priety, 
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priety, have been uſed, in relating the Tranſ- 
actions of our Society; for SHARING in 
common, without any Thought of ſeparate 
Property, had ever been their friendly Pra- 
ctice, from their firſt Connection. 


It was juſt three Days before Mrs. Or- 
gueil's intended Journey to the Batb, that 


Valentine and Cynthia, by being forced to 


part from their Father — their Children — 
(for in Affection all the little ones of this 
united Family, were equally theirs) — their 
other ſelves, I may ſay, in David and his 
Wife, now felt the firſt Stroke that had 
Power to reach their Hearts ſince their hap- 
py Union. And although they had ever 
made it their principal Study to fortify 
their Minds againſt evey Accident, and 
their chief Leſſon to themſelves, as well as 
their Children, had ever been, a patient 
Reſignation to temporary Evils; yet Cynthia 
(as no ill Conſequence could attend ſuch 
Omiſſion) would not, by a tender Farewel, 
encounter the Children's ſtreaming Eyes, 
leſt it ſhould diſſolve all her Reſolution, and 


ſoften her too much to have any Command 


of herſelf. Therefore, going into their 
Room, when the Innocents were aſleep, 
ſhe kiſſed the little Wretches, who were in- 
{ſenſible of the Loſs they were to ſuffer of fo 

| indulgent 
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indulgent an Aunt. The next Morning Valen- 
tine and Cynthia, accompanied by David and 
Camilla, walked to Mr. Orgueil*'s Houſe, 
who lent them his Chariot, to convey them 
to the Inn, where the Stage Coach was to 
take them up. 


Mrs. Orgueil declared, that ſhe never, in 
her whole Life, beheld ſo contemptible a 
Scene, as the parting of theſe four Friends 
— ſhe ſhould have been more affected (ſhe 
ſaid) than any one of them, if ſhe had been 


to loſe her favourite Cat ; and ſhe was now 


convinced, that the Friendſhip of our Soci- 
ety (and of all Societies of Wits) was mere 
Pretence; and that there was not. one 


amongſt them, whoſe Heart did not greatly 


reſemble Marble in Hardneſs and Incapaci- 


ty of Feeling. And this Incapacity of 


Feeling did Mrs. Orgueil infer from obſerv- 


ing, that neither Valentine or Cynthia, Da- 


vid, or his Camilla, accompanied the Word 
FAREWEL, with either Tears or Complaints: 
for, inſtead of putting on ſorrowful or 
gloomy Countenances, they rather en- 
deavoured, by an apparent Chearfulneſs, to 
leſſen each other's Grief. But as Mrs. 
Orgueil underſtood not real Tenderneſs, it 
was no Wonder ſhe ſhould miſinterpret 

1 ſuch 
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ſuch Behaviour; and that for Reſolution 
ſhe ſhould read Inſenſibility. 


Such as are acquainted with this Society, 
or have themſelves experienced a Separation 
from thoſe they love, can, without my Help, 
inform Mrs. Orgueil, that Valentine and 
Cynthia, the Moment the Chariot drove from 
the Door, could no longer contain their 
Grief. Soft Tears of Sorrow flowed from 
their Eyes, which could only be reſtrained 
and wiped away by their Regard to each 
other's Peace of Mind. | 


Mrs. Orgueil, although ſhe delighted to 
relate what ſhe called the inſenſible Beha- 
viour of our Society, on their Separation, 
yet wilfully omitted publiſhing the Sorrow 
which David and his Camilla could not for- 
bear expreſſing as ſoon as they knew their 

Friends were out of the Reach of being hurt 
by their Tears. But their Behaviour J alſo 
ſhall omit relating, as it bore ſo. near a Re- 
ſemblance to that of Valentine and Cynthia, 
that it might juſtly be called a Repetition. 
But yet, as Mrs. Orgueil's grand Point was 
to prove Qntbia's Inſenſibility, and Want 
of Friendſhip for Camilla, ſhe would readily 
have granted that Camilla had ſome Degree 
of Friendſhip fur Cynthia.; and would her- 

ſelf, 
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ſelf, on that Account, have publiſhed Ca- 
milla's Grief, when the Chariot drove from 
the Door, had ſhe not been aware of the 
Concluſion that might naturally have been 
drawn from thence; namely, that as the four 
Friends behaved with equal Strength of 
Mind, when together, it was very pro- 
bable, they might be equally overcome with 
Sorrow, when parted. 


David and his Camilla, on arriving at 


their own Cottage, were ſurpriſed that not 
their own Maid, but Mrs. Dunſter, ſhould 


open the Door to them; ſhe ſoon began to 


beg them not to be offended with the Maid 
and Miſs Camilla, who (ſhe ſaid) had ſet out 
on foot, accompanied by her Huſband and 
Daughter, in order to meet Valentine and 
Cynthia at the Inn, where they were to meet 
1 Stage Coach. And, indeed, Madam 
(adds the good Woman) I believe your 
„ ſweet Daughter would have broke her 
« Heart, had ſhe not ſeen the laſt of her 
% dear Uncle and Aunt.” She had ſcarce 
finiſhed her Tale before the Maid arrived, 
leading in the little Camilla, whoſe uſual 
Joy on the Sight of her indulgent Parents 
was ſomething abated, by the Fear of hav- 
ing offen ed, becauſe ſhe was ordered not 
to riſe that Morning. Yet this Fear did 
13 not 
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not induce this amiable Girl to run from, 
but towards her Mother's Arms, and, fall- 
ing on her Knees, ſhe, by her ſtreaming 
Eyes, implored Pardon for her Fault, and 
expreſſed that Affliction for their general 
Loſs, which, from the Fullneſs of her ten- 
der Heart, ſhe was unable to utter. 
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CF. I 


In which is ſeen the anxious Concern of David 


for his Brother's Child. 


D4 ID and Camilla very ſenſcbly felt 
| the Loſs of their much valued F d 
Their Minds, capable of the bigheſt En- 
Joyment that innocent and ſpritely Conver- 
ſation can give, muſt neceſſarily have ſome 
Reluctance at parting with Valentine and 
Cynthia ; and the old Gentleman's truly pa- 
ternal Heart was filled with anxious Cares 
for his Children's Welfare. It was, indeed, 
impoſſible for any the leaſt Link of this So- 
ciety to be loòͤſed without bein ſtrongly 
Fe by all the reſt. 


As the modeſt Mind of Camilla ever fled 
for Protection and Refuge to David's Un- 
derſtanding, ſo under his kind Directions 
ſhe walked : ſecurely free from Fear or Guilt 
and as David's Underſtanding never ſuffer- 
ed him to go aſtray from the Path that led 


to his real Happineſs, he chearfully turned 


the brighteſt Side of every Accident to his 
5 D 4 View. 
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View. He knew not Deſpondency ; and, 
as his own Pleaſure was heightened by 
communicating Delight to others, he con- 
trived every Method in his Power, of raiſ- 
ing in his own Mind, and in thoſe of all his 
Family, the moſt agreeable Images. He 
often ſaid, that Mankind in general, not- 
withſtanding all their pretended Search after 
Happineſs, ſeemed to him to be ſo totally 
ignorant of any rational Method to purſue 
it, that they acted as abſurdly as a Refiner 
would do, who ſhould caretully preſerve 
all the Droſs he extracts from Gold, and 
caſt the Gold, as worthleſs Droſs, into the 
Sea. Now, therefore, if by any the ſmalleſt 
Mark of Dejection in Camilla's Conntenance 
her indulgent Huſband thought ſhe felt this 
Separation from her Brother and Friend too 
tharply, he kindly led her Mind to conſi- 
der, that ſhe was moſt probably grieving at 
the very Means of their Friends Profperity ; 
till, by that pleaſing Proſpect, the Image of 
het own Loſs ſlid from her Thoughts, and 
diſſolved in her Huſband's Kindneſs, 


Yet David and his gentle Wife enjoyed 
but a ſmall Reſpite before they were attack- 
ed by an unforeſeen Stroke ; which they 
could not avoid lamenting, although they 


endeavoured, as much as poſlible, to reſign 
their 
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their Minds, and to ſubmit to their Creator 
without repining. 


One Morning old Mrs. Dunſter, the Mo- 
ther of Betty Dunſter, before mentioned, 
came to ſee Camilla. The good Woman 
was the Picture which Hamlet deſcribes: 
her Arms were folded a-croſs; ſhe hum'd 
and ha'd — hinted, that ſhe could — and, 
if ſhe would — and threw out many dark 
Hints about People and Folks; ſuch as, 
* That People, when they took other Folks 

“ Children, ſhould take Care of them, and 
not pretend ta do them a Kindneſs, and 
*© make them Slaves to their own Children. 
«© To be ſure, nothing was too good for 
e their own. — If they were never fo crols, 
they were fure not to lack. — It is a true 
« Saying, that Money do make the Mare 
„ to go. — But other Folks Children be 
made of Fleſh and Blood too, thoff they 
_ « ben't ſo rich; and may catch Cold, and 
« be ill, and 4 too, as well as Quality 
% Folks. — For we be all God Almighty's 
Creatures, and he gives his Bleſſing to 
«< all alike. — I warrant, or Children 
« muſt not catch cold, hoff th hey do lie in 
« a wet Room — to be ſure, they muſt be 
« well, whether they be well or no. 
6 they muſt have no Privilege of 9 ill 
| ws þ 5 4 as 


! 


58 The ApvenTuREs Book VI 


<« as the rich have.” All this the poor old 
"Woman run on, intending very well, though 
her Expreſſions were ſomething odd; for 
by the Privilege of being ſick, ſhe meant, 
of being taken care of, when ſick; and the 
Reaſon of her broken Sentences, was, that 
ſhe did not dare to ſpeak out, becauſe her 
Intelligence muſt come from her Daughter, 
who lived with Mrs. Orgueil. 


Camilla, who was naturally endued with 
a great deal of Sagacity, and who always 
employed that Sagacity in watching over 
the Welfare of whatever belonged to Cyn- 
bia, eaſily perceived, by the old Woman's 
broken Sentences, that there was no Safety 
for little Cynthia, but her being relieved 
from the Power of Mrs. Orgueil; and (ac- 
cording to her Cuſtom) was haſtening to 
open her Heart to her Huſband, when ſhe 
received the following Letter. 


c Dear Madam, 


© WE had a pleaſant Journey to the 
« Bath; and ſhould have had a much 
4 pleaſanter, if it had not been for Cynthia's 
Daughter, whoſe Humours, indeed, are 
* 1intolerably troubleſome. I wonder ſhe 

s ſhould 
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ſhould have been bred up, to give her- 


6 ſelf ſuch Airs, as ſhe can have no Pro- 


ſpect of any Fortune; but theſe Wits 
Well, PII put it into my Litany, 
that my Child mayn't be a Wit. The 
little Huſſey ſets up for ſuch Delicacy | 
the pretends ſhe has got a Cold, and fan- 
cies the lay in a wet Room the firſt N ight 


of our Arrival; but I know it is all Hu- 


mour, becauſe the was contradicted. No- 
thing would ſerve her, truly, but to lye 
with my Miſs Caffy, though ſhe knows 
the poor Child hates to lye with any one, 
but her own Maid, whom ſhe is very 
fond of; for it is a gentle, loving, little 
thing; and I will not ſuffer her to be 
vexed, and ſpoil her Eyes with Crying, 
to pleaſe any humourſome Brat in Eng- 


land. I wiſh the delicate Puſs Cynthia 
mayn't be glad to have any Place to lie 


in, before ſhe dies. I love to confer Fa- 


vours ; but the Ingratitude of this World 
is enough to make one foriwear the 
Thoughts of laying an Obligation on any 
Perſon, I know, Camilla, you have 
too much Good Senſe, to be offended at 
my tree Manner of ſpeaking ; forI intend 
to be a Friend to the Girl, and break her 
of her perverſe obſtinate Humours. 1 
am glad, for her ſake, ſhe feil into my 

| D 6 « Hands, 


60 The ADVENTURES Book VI. 


„% Hands, and will have the Example of 
e my ſweet-tempered Puppet continually 


„before her Eyes. 
« T am, Madam, Cc. 


« Mr. Orgucil deſires H. Orguetl, 
his Compliments.“ 


The Matter of Fact, which, at preſent, 
muſt appear confuſed, between the Account 
in Mrs. Orgueil's Letter, and the dark 
Hints thrown out by Mrs. Dunſter, was 
thus. 


When Mrs. Orgueil ſet out, with her own 
Family and little Cynthza, to the Bath, Mrs. 
Orguecil, for fear of crowding her Henrietta, 
would not ſuffer Cynthia to have any other 
Place in her Coach, than a Box placed at 
the Bottom for that Purpoſe, which, being 
corded, and Cynthia very weak, made her ſo 
uneaſy that ſhe modeſtly mentioned it: poor 
Infant, ſhe had never lived in any other Fa- 
mily but David's, and ignorantly thought 
that Redreſs (epecially if eaſily come at) 
was the natural Conſequence of every rea- 
ſonable Complaint ! but being told, that it 
was impoſſible ſhe could be hurt; and being 
ordered, with an inſolent Tone of Voice, 

| 4 tr 9 oe 


Chap. 2. of David SimpLE. 61 


not to be humourſome; ſhe practiſed the 
Leſſon of Patience, her Mother had taught 
her, from the time ſhe was capable of pro- 
fiting by any Inſtructions; and, whatever 
Pain ſhe might ſuffer, complained no 


more. „5 


When they arrived at the Lodgings taken 
for them at the Bath, the Houſe was fo 
full, that they could not covneniently be 
accommodated, but by little Cyn1hia's ly- 
ing with Henrietta, who, on this Occaſion, 
fell into ſuch a Paſſion of Rage and Tears, 
for fear her Maid (whom ſhe took all Op- 
portunities of ſcratching and fighting with) 
ſhould be ſeparated from her, as frightened 
her Mother out of her Wits, and made her 
fall on little Oyntbhia in all the Terms of Re- 

roach ſhe could invent, or think of ; al- 
though not ſo much as one Word fell from 
the innocent Child's Lips, to give her any 
the leaſt Provocation. 


At laſt the Miſtreſs of the Houſe ſaid, 
there was one little ſpare Bed, up in the 
Garret, in which the Child might lie, after 
this one Night; but, as it had been waſh- 
ed that very Morning, ſhe was afraid Miſs 
would take cold. On this Mrs. Orgueil 


muſtered her whole Stock of Inſolence into 
"EE her 
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her Countenance, repeated the Word M:ss 
half a dozen Times; and then deſired Miss 
to go to-bed, without any Whims or Airs. 
The Child, fatigued with her tireſome Jour- 
ney, with a pale and wan Countenance, 
obeyed, wondering what was the matter; 
for, hitherto, ſhe had been too happy to fear 
feeling the Effects of Anger, without, even 
in Thought, giving the leaſt Offence. 


When Mrs. Orgueil was, for the preſent, 
rid of this moſt dreadful Enemy, ſhe began 
to fondle her Henrietta, for being ſo loving. 
Poor little thing! She loved her Maid. 
She was the moſt gentle loving Child ! In- 
deed, all her Acquaintance ſaid, ſhe took 
after her Mamma, in every thing. Miss, 
indeed ! She ſhould be ſick of the Word as 
long as ſhe lived; ſhe ſuppoſed Miss wou'd 
be juſt ſuch another Wit as. her Mother. 
Then ſhe began to ſigh and lament over little 
Henny; no body pitied her, though ſhe 
looked ſo pale, and was fo tender in her 
Con'titution ; ſhe had loſt her Appetite too, 
lately, and would certainly, poor little dear 
Creature, go into a'Conſumption. 


It may appear ſomething odd, but at this 
very time, when Henrietta, in the Eyes of 
her Mother, was this weakly, ſickly Child, 

| eyery 
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every impartial Perſon plainly ſaw that ſhe 
was a freſh-coloured healthy looking Girl, 
and had no Diſtemper, but a little Weak- 
neſs in her Eyes (thoſe Eyes Mrs. Orgueil 
was ſo afraid ſhould be ſpoiled) ariſing from 


her continual crying, becauſe ſhe could not 
diſcover her own Inclinations. 


At the Time Mrs. Orgueil wrote the fore- 

going Letter to Camilla, little Cynthia was 
_ afflicted with a fixed Pain in her Head, oc- 
caſioned by a violent Cold given her in that 
wet Room ſhe lay in the firſt Night of her 
Arrival at the Bath. It might reaſonably have 
been hoped that the ſeeing the poor Child's 
Pain would have mollified Mrs. Orgukil; 
but ſo far from it, that it ſeemed rather to ir- 
ritate her Paſſions, to find that a Conſequence 
ſhould attend her Commands, which ſhe 
had declared could not attend them: nor 
could ſhe ſuffer little Cynthia to have a Mo- 
ment's Peace; for Henrietta now took a Fan- 
cy to play and make all manner of Noiſes 
in her Room; and if Good Nature prompt- 
ed any of the Family, in Compaſſion, to 
try to prevent this which was Play to her, 
but Death to Cynthia, Henrietta had nothing 
to do, but to fall a blubbering in Mrs. Or- 
gueil's Sight, who always immediately gave 
Orders that Cynthia ſhould not dare to — 

| | ten 
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tend to be diſturbed by only a little inno- 
cent Play; and ſhould know her Station 
enough to humour the poor Child. And 
yet fo ſtrange was Mrs. Orgueil in her Hu- 
mour, that one Evening (although that ve- 
ry Day the had ſent Cynthia one of the above 
practicable Orders) having a Pain her own 
Head, and Henrietta making a Noiſe with 
drawing about the Chair, as ſhe uſed to do 
in little Quthia's Room (and not making 
the proper Diſtinction, who ſhe was at 
Liberty to diſturb, would not deſiſt) this 
fond Mother, in a violent Rage, beat. her 
with an uncommon Severity. 


This Behaviour of Mrs. Orgueil can no 
otherwiſe be accounted for, than that on 
the one hand ſhe oppoſed Cynthia's Daugh- 
ter to ſomething ſhe could call her own; 

and, on the other, Henrietta-Caſſandra was 
forced to yield the Pre-eminence to a yet 
dearer Friend, namely, herſelf. 


In ſhort, Mrs. Orgueil, from their firſt - 
Acquaintance, had ſuffered an inveterate 
Hatred to Cynthia to take Poſſeſſion of her 
Mind, ariſing from a Suſpicion, fatal to her 
Peace, that, notwithitanding her great Su- 
periority in Equipage, Dreſs, and Riches, 
ſome few of her Acquaintance were fooliſh 

or 
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or mad enough eo prefer Cynthia's Company 
to hers. Now this ſame uneaſy Suſpicion 
(which, without any great Harſhneſs, —_—_ | 
be ſaid to be nearly related to Envy) aga 
| haunted her on Account of little Cynthia 
and her own Henrietta-Caſſandra ; every 

kind Word that was ſaid to the former, ſhe 
imagined was a Robbery from the latter; 
and it would certainly be very unreaſonable 
to demand any other Account of her Cru- 


elty. 


David and Camilla, on the Receipt of Mrs. 

Orgueil's Letter, immediately reſolved to 
have the Child Home; but ſome Difficulty 
aroſe concerning the Method. They feared 
ſhe was too weak to bear any manner of tra- 
velling which their Purſe could reach; but 
David, who was always reaily to expoſe 
himſelf to Difficulties for the ſake of his 
Friends, and driven on by the Thought of 
Valentine and his Wite's Grief, in cafe they 
ſhould loſe their Child, immediately ſet out 
on foot for the Bath, that he might preſerve 
the little Caſh in his Poſſeſſion, in order to 
convey little Cynthia home, as he ſhould 
find it neceſſary. 


David, when he ſaw little Cynthia, was 


ſhocked at the Alteration of her Counte- 
nance, 
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nance. Her pale and languid Looks ſuffi- 
ciently expreſſed her Condition. And now 
all Conſequences vaniſnhed from his Mind, 
and no Thoughts remained, but that of 
faving his Friend's Child. 


Mrs. Orgueil would not aſſiſt him with 
any Vehicle or Horſes, for ſhe was an 
at loſing the Object of her Power: but had 
ſhe thought her in any Danger, ſhe would 
have been the firſt to have ſent her away; 
for, although ſhe eould wiltully and unpro- 
vokedly cauſe the Miſery of her Fellow- 
creatures, yet the Thought of Death, eſ- 
pecially in her Houſe, would have filled 
her with the utmoſt Horror. | 


David immediately hired a Chariot, and, 

in his Arms, conveyed little Cynthia to his 
Camilla, who employed her moſt diligent 
Care to make the Burthen of her Diſtemper 
as light as poſſible ; but all Care came too 
late, for the Child was too far gone. Her 
Fever daily encreaſed, and ſhe did not out- 
live her Change of Situation, from the 
dreadful Tyranny of Mrs. Orgueil to the 
tender Care of Camilla, above a Week. 


David's little Family much lamented 
their Couſin, for ſhe was a pratling ſprite- 


ly 
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ly Child, and innocent of one Thought of 
Offence towards any Mortal. 


Camilla reflected wks the mal N 
Affliction, that ſhe had ſuffered her dear 
Brother's Child to go to Mrs. Orgueil; and, 
in the firſt Attack of her Grief, her Mind 
Teas ſo weakened, that ſhe accuſed herſelf 
of being her Deſtroyer. But David, altho* 
the Picture of what Yalentine and Cynthia 
© muſt feel, on hearing ſuch News, was deep- 
ly imprinted | in his Imagination, and made 
a ſtrong Effort to ſubdue his Mind ; yet did 
he preſerve Steadineſs enough to conquer 
his own Paſſions, to comfort his Camilla, 
and again to reſtore his little F amily to 
Harmony and Peace, 


CHAP, 
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C HAP. III. 
In which is a Letter from a Friend. 


T HE firſt thing David now did, was 

to write to Valentine and Cynthia. It 
was the moſt difficult Taſk he had ever un- 
dertaken ; yet he ſo executed it, that he 
omitted no one Alleviation to that Sorrow, 
which the chief Purport of his Letter muſt 
occafion : the Sympathy of his own Mind 
with the Perſons he was writing to, enabled 
him to raiſe ſuch Images, and uſe ſuch Ex- 
preſſions, as were beſt ſuited to give Com- 
fort. | 


And now our Hero and his little Fami- 
ly were again reſuming their former Sere- 
nity, when David received the following 


Letter from Mr. Natcliff. 


SIR, 


« Tam truly concerned to find by your 


Letter, that you have built ſo ſtrongly on 
| «ec my 
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my Intentions to ſerve you; that thoſe, 
who will not look on your Actions 
through that partial Medium of Friend- 
ſhip, which I have ever done, will find 
too much Reaſon for taxing you with 
Imprudence. How many Men have de- 
prived themſelves of the Means of living 
comfortably, whilſt they have graſped 
after the Power of living luxuriouſly. 
The Fable of the Dog, who loſt the Sub- 


ſtance by catching at the Shadow, though 


(e 


learnt in our Youth, ſeldom is remem- 
bered when it will be of Service to us. 
After what I have ſaid, it is almoſt un- 
neceſſary to tell you, that all Hopes 
from the Quarter you ſo much depended 
on, are at an End; and I have received 
a poſitive Refuſal ; not that my Friend, 
the great Man, would deny me any thing 
for myſelf, for he has often urged me to 
accept of Places of great Importance, 
which I have hitherto declined ; nor do 
I believe 1 ſhall ever bring myſelf to un- 
dergo the Fatigue of a public Employ- 
ment. An earneſt Deſire to ſerve and 


aſſiſt my Friends, ſometimes makes me 
ſtagger in my Reſolution. And ſhould I 
ere long have it in my own Power, I need 


not repeat my Promiſes, to uſe that Power 
for the Service of my dear Friend. But 
I deſire 
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&« T deſire to raiſe no Expectations : - Good 
„ Fortune will not be the leſs welcome for 
e coming unlooked for. It is every one's 
« Duty, to conform to their Circumſtances. 
„How many melancholy Examples have 
« e before our Eyes, of whole Families 
&« falling to Decay through Negligence and 
« Extravagance ; and then expecting to be 
ee ſupported in Idleneſs by the Prudent and 
& Induſtrious! I mean this as no Reflection 
e on you, my dear Friend; for I know 
« your Intentions are, to breed up your 
« Family in a Way ſuitable to their Cir- 
& cumſtances. Mrs. Ratclif defires me 
& to tell you, ſhe hopes Miſs Camilla does 
& not neglect her Needle: ſhe read, with 
% friendly Concern, the Pleaſure your Wife 
cc expreſſed on Miſs's Genius for Muſic and 
« Painting; ſuch things may be encouraged 
in young Ladies born to a Fortune; but 
cc no longer ago than laſt Week, a 
&« Perſon was recommended to wait on 
« Mrs. Ratcliſt —ſhe was a younger Daugh- 
« ter to a Baronet, who, dying abroad, left 
« a Family of eleven Children, all unpro- 
&« vided for. The young Creature was juſt 
<« nineteen ; not handſome, but very gen- 
„ teel in her Perſon. She ſpoke French 
* extremely well, wrote an exceeding good 
„ hand, and was a perfect Miſtreſs of Ac- 

| | © counts; 
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counts; had profited alſo ſo much by the 
Inſtructions of her Mocher's Houſekeeper 
(while ſhe kept one) that there was no 
kind of Sweetmeats, Jellies, Sc. that 
ſhe was not qualified to make: her own 
natural Genius for Muſic had made her, 
without any Maſter, a great Proficient 
that Way ; and her Sketches in Drawing 
ſhewed, that, had ſhe applied herſelf to 
that Science, ſhe might have equalled, 
if not excelled, the greateſt Maſters in 


that Art: but when my Wife came to 


aſk her about working at her Needle 
(the chief Employment Mrs. Razcliff de- 
lights in, or confines her Women to) the 
Girl anſwered, that ſhe knew, indeed, 
all ſorts of Work, and believed no body 
could find Fault with the Neatneſs of her 
Performance; but, for want of Uſe of 


her Needle (as ſhe confeſſed ſhe never 


much delighted in it) ſhe had ſo flow a 
Hand at Work, that ſhe could not pro- 


miſe to make a fine Holland Shirt under 


a Week, or five Days at the leaſt : upon 
which Mrs. Ratcliff, having heard 
enough, ſoon diſmiſſed her; and adviſ- 


ed her to ſtick more to her Needle, and 


leave off her Pen and her Pencil; and 


ſhe might then not have the Misfortune 


to loſe ſo good a Place as her's would 
have 
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& have been to her. I know you and your 
8 „ Wije have Senſe enough to make the 

roper Uſe of this Story, and, if you do, 
80 1 doubt not but it may be in Mrs. Rat- 
© cliffs Power hereafter to recommend 
« Miſs Camilla, if ſhe herſelf ſhould be fo 
“ engaged as not to be able to take her to 
* be about her, own Perſon. 


“ ſhould have been glad (without my aſk- 
ing it) to have had a Specimen from my 
6 Godfon, how he improves in his Writing, 
„ and what Progreſs he makes in his Latin. 

c T would not have him neglect his Book on 
* any Account; but, as I deſign him for 
* the Univerſity, he need not apply him- 
«« ſelf to Numbers, for which, I find, his 
«© Maſter boaſts of him, as if he was to be 
e bred a Mechanic. 1 ſhould be very ſorry 
that the Expence I have already been at, 
* ſhould be all thrown away; which I ſhall 
“ think, if he does not make a great Fi- 
% oure in the literary World. As I have 
*« no Child of my own, I always conſider 
* him as my adopted Son; and, as he 
e is likely to be in ſo different a Station of 
Life from the reſt of his Family, I ſhould | 
ce be glad you would be as ſparing as poſ- 
« ſible of ſending for him from School, 


* leſt, ſeeing the low way of Life of his 
| ** Brothers 


14 
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<« Brothers and Siſters, he might get into 


< a mean way of thinking; which is what, 
« in an Heir of mine, I could not endure. 


N As I have given you a poſitive oy. 
„% ſwer about the Place you hoped for, I 
& ſhould take it well not to receive any 
e farther Importunities from you, on that 
«© Head. I cannot anſwer for the Promiſes 
& or Expectations given by another; but 
for my own — think of my Behaviour to 
“ your Son, and you cannot doubt my good 
_< Intentions towards him; nor, I hope, 
« you will never have Cauſe towards your- 


«© ſelf to doubt the real * We ne. 


= Affection of 


Jour very ſincere, and 
5 faithful Friend, 
l Peter Rarclih. 


« P. S. I have ſent, by the Carrier, a new 
« Suit of Clothes, Hat, Stockings, Shoes, 
Sc. for my God-ſon; and in the ſame 
« Box my Wife has put up a green Da- 

« maſk Sack, dirted but on one Side, 

„ which, turned, will make a Night- 
« gown for Miſs Camila, and a Coat for 

3 00 fiele ur 5 9 4 


£ Wo. 
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However diſagreeable the Purport of this 
Letter muſt be to David, yet it was ſo 
worded, that a Mind ſo much the Reverſe 
of all Deſpondency as his was, could not 
admit abſolute Deſpair. He conſidered, that 
this Letter was in anſwer to one, in which 
he had ſet forth his own Circumſtances in 
much ſtronger Terms than he would have 
done, had he not been frightened by the 
Conſideration, that if little Oynthia ſhould 
linger long in her Illneſs, he was totally in- 
capable of ſupporting her: he therefore en- 
deavoured, as much as poſſible, to cheriſh 
the Image, that Mr. Ratcliff's chief View 
was to prevent his being too ſanguine in 
his Hopes ; and, conſequently, feeling more 


ſharply any Diſappointment. David would 


not doubt the Friendſhip of a Man, who 
gave him the Pleaſure of thinking, that, 

whatever Misfortune befel him, his eldeſt 
Son would, however, have an Education, 
and a good Proſpect of being provided for. 
The Expreſſion, - be would not doubt, may, 
at firſt Sight appear ſtrange; but, I believe, 
the Man, who has, with any moderate De- 
gree of Carefulneſs, examined his own. 
Mind, will not think the Diſcovery very 
new, that our Inclinations often ſtifle and 
render abortive Images beginning to ariſe in 
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our Minds, and place others in their 
room. 


The PODS. Man may olng thank his 
Inclination for Diſcoveries, which he chuſes 
to place to the Account of hjs ſagacious 
Penetration; and to the ſame Inclination 
alſo he may frequently return Thanks, for 
many fancied Diſcoveries, whoſe Objects 
Rave no Exiſtence, but in his own Brain, 


But the moſt ſanguine Hopes of David 
Simple only ſerved to keep up a Chearful- 
neſs in his own Mind, and enable him to 
communicate that Chearfulnefs to others; 
for they never actuated him to be impru- 
dent: he, therefore, on the Receipt of this 
Letter, changed his ſmall Houſe for a Ha- 
bitation yet leſs, redoubled his Diligence, 


and if ever Poverty and Oeconomy ſubſiſted 


together, it was in this Family. 


By Poverty I mean diſtreſſed, not nar- 
row Circumſtances; and being, with a large 
dependent Family, in a Situation in Life, 
that you know not how to go out of, and 
yet are not able to ſupport; and when you 
pay Cent. per Cent. for every Neceſſary of 
Like, by being obliged to buy every thing 
by retail: if you endeavour to keep 
E 2 up 
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up a fair Out- ſide, and paint not your Po- 
verty in the moſt ghaſtly Shape, your no- 
minal Friends will call you extravagant : 
whilſt, on the other hand, if you ſet your 
Poverty in full View, ſuch Friends will ge- 
nerouſly think you too low for their Re- 
gard; and comfort themſelves, that you are 
too impotent to hurt them, even in the 
Eyes of the World. Then it is but watch- 
ing over every minute Circumſtance of your 
Lite, exaggerating every human Failing, 
and it will be eaſily believed, you deſerve 
your Fate, and they do right in abandoning 
you to it. Nay farther, it is very eaſy, in 
this Caſe, to deduce, by a malicious Repre- 
ſentation of true Matters of Fact, every 
Action of your unhappy Life, from Mo- 
tives you never once dreamed of. And 
this Advantage is generally taken when 
your Mind is in a State of the utmoſt Timi- 
dity, when the warm Affections of your 
| Heart make you look with Dread and Hor- 
tor on every Step you take, leſt the Conſe- 
quence of it ſhould be any ways prejudicial 
to the chief Object of your Love.—This is 
Poverty! this is true Diſtreſs! But to eat 
the Bread earned by honeſt Labour, which 
Cuſtom has made light, is Riches, and the 
Height of Luxury, in the Compariſon. 
This, indeed, is the only Situation I can 
| N imagine 
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imagine dreadful enough to conquer a Mind 
endued with true Principles, or armed with 
any moderate Degree of Fortitude and Pa- 
tience. 


In ſuch a Situation, at preſent, was 
David Simple; and, ſlight as was his Sup- 
port by the Hopes" of Mr. Ratcliff”s Friend- 
 thip, yet he dared not let go his Hold, be- 
ing then ſure of falling to the Ground, and 
pulling. with him his beloved Camilla, and 
their common Care, their tender Infants. 


By the Help of this Timidity both Mr. 
 Ratcliff and Mr. Orgueil got an Aſcendancy 
over the Mind of David Simple, that no 
Creature on Earth could ever have obtained, 
had SELF alone been his Conſideration. 
Not even if they had found him in a ſick 
Bed, loaded with Poverty and Pain, no 
ele Arm extended for his Aſſiſtance, his 
only Support a Conſcience void of Offence, 
and Hope'in another Life. But he was en- 
tangled in the Snare of his Love for others, 
and his Inclination blinded his Judgment, 
till he in a manner forced himſelf to fancy 

he believed that Ratclif and Orgneil 8 
be his Friends, againſt that Ws. infallible 
Proof to the contrary, that the true Words 


of Kindneſs never fell from their Lips. 
E 3 But 
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But ſuch is human Frailty, that the Ti- 
midity of Mind which generally attends ar- 
dent Wiſhes, often deſtroys all our Pur- 
poſes, and our Fate precipitates us into 
Over-ſights, which bar us of that Succeſs 
we might poſſibly obtain, were our Minds 
more indifferent, and conſequently more at 
Liberty to exert themſelves. | 


Poets feign, that Bodies have by Fear 
been turned into Stone ; and Experience 
teaches us what ſurpriſing Effects Fear will 
have on the Mind. 6 


Perſons who fit round a warm Fire- ſide, 
their Minds unſhaken by any Accident from 
Fortune, and free from Affliction, are very 
little qualified to judge of the Actions of 2 
Man, whoſe Affairs are in ſuch tempeſtuous 
Storms, that they require a Pilot, endued 
with more than human skill, to guide their 
| Courſe. 3 15 


But here I would not be underſtood, as 
if David Simple, overcome by Timidity and 
Deſpair, raged or raved at his Misfortunes; 
or as if he did not exert the utmoſt human 
Patience, in ſubmitting to them: only that 


his Mind was ſo far weakened and conquer- 
ed 
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ed by the Diſtreſs of his Family, that he 
could in ſome Meaſure be impoſed on by 
the Appearance of friendly Colours, al- 
though the moſt certain Knowledge, Ex- 
perience itſelf, had given him great Reaſon 
to believe thoſe Colours hid beneath them 
what is moſt ſhocking to a diſtreſſed Mind, 
namely, Hardneſs of Heart. 


E 4 CHAP. 
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CL A Þ:: Iv; 
A Fe if , in which David receives much * ly 
Advice. 


BOUT this Time Mr. and Mrs. Or- 

gueil returned from the Bath. And 
here I muſt exculpate Mr. Orgueil from 
having any Hand in the ill Uſage of little 
Omnthia. He was generally in his Study, 
contemplating on his Rule of Rectitude, 
and exulting in the Beauties of Human 
Reaſon; that if any Man ſhould be ſo mad 
as to. blaſpheme this his much reverenced 
Idol, he might be ready to do his Duty, 
and write an elaborate * in its Juſti- 
fication. 5 


Mrs. Orgueil, a little mollified, or a little | 
frightened, by the Sound of Prarn, and 
| finding (in the Phraſe of old Mrs. Dunſter) 
that in that one Circumſtance, at leaſt, the 
Poor have an equal Privilege with the Rich, 
joined with her Huſband in ſending a very 
civil Meſſage to David and his Wife, deſir- 
ing to ſee them 1 their little Daughter 

Fanny, 
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Fanny, who was about the Age of Henrietta- 
Caſſandra. Camilla ſighed, and let fall the 
Words, Can I viſit That wo Woman!“ 
David was unwilling to deſire any thing 
irkſome to Camilla, but knowing Mr. Or- 
gueil's Innocence concerning the Treatment 
of his dear Niece, and that if the Corre- 
ſpondence between Mrs. Orgueil and Camil- 
FA was dropped, the inveterate Spirit of the 
former would not ſuffer him to have the 
Shadow of a Friend in her Huſband, he 
was inclined that his Wife ſhould accept 
the Invitation. But, whilſt he was delibe- 
rating, an Accident happened, that ſudden- 
ly determined him, and conſequently Camil- 
la, to accept the Invitation of Mrs. Orgucil. 
For the old Gentleman, her Father, com- 
plained that he felt an unuſual Weakneſs, 
and a very uncommon Pain in his Head; 
on. which David, with a Countenance that 
denoted a Terror arifing from Compaſſion, 
ſaid. My dear Camilla, we muſt not, at 
hy preſent, ceaſe to graſp every the leaſt 
+ glimmering Hope of Friendſhip.” 


Camilla anſwered by an immediate Com- 
pliance. She dreſſed herſelf and her Child, 

although only in Stuff, as neat as any For- 
tune could have made them, and attended 


her Huſband to Mr. Orgue!l's. 
«; Wn 
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When they were arrived, Nie was car- 
ried into the Study, and Camilla, with her 
Child, was uſhered into the Drawing-room, 
where they were received by Mrs. Or gueil, 

Miſs Henrietta, and Lady Mary B- 8 
a young Lady of about ſixteen, that Mrs. 
Orgueil had * with her from the 


Bath. 


Camilla, at her firſt Entrance (all little 
_ Cynthia's Sufferings ruſhing at once on her 
Imagination) was greatly ſhocked ; but 
Mrs. Orgueil received her with ſuch uncom- 
mon Civility and Good-humour, that her 
Mind, naturally more bent to be pleaſed 
than diſpleaſed, by Degrees grew tolerably 
chearful and ſerene. : 


In this Hiſtory Mrs. Orgueil, in her 
Tranſactions with our favourite Characters, 
does not often appear in a very favourable 
Light; but let it not, therefore, be ima- 
gined ſhe could never practiſe the amiable, 
for nothing could be more fo than ſhe was 
at this Time, till an accidental Mention of 
Valentine's Wife wrought in her an almoſt 
incredible Change ; her Countenance, which 
was before placid, now. grew fierce ; her 


Voice was raiſed into a diſagrecable Loud- 
neſs; 
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neſs; and the ſmall Degree of Softneſs with. 
which the Death of lite Cynthia had ſup- 
plied her Mind, vaniſhed, and gave Place 
to the rougher Paſſion, 1nſpired by the hated: 
Idea of her Mother; and ſhe let her Rage 
work itſelf up to ſuch a Height, that ſhe 
ſpoke with ſo much Harſhnefs even of the 
dead Infant, that little Fanny. who was 
playing at the other End of the Room with 
Henrietta, burſted into Tears. | 


Mrs. Orgueil began to be outrageous at 
poor little Faum's Tears. She could not 
bear, ſhe ſaid, that Children ſhould be ſuf- 
fered to be ſo troubleſome : ſhe would not 
have Miſs Henny ſo, for the World. In- 
deed; now the poor Child's Good-nature 
made her weep, to ſee her Companion cry, 
but Fanm's Roaring was nothing but Hu 
mour and Perverſeneſs. 


As the Sum and Subliaace of Lady Mary 
B——'s Education conſiſted of repeated In- 
ſtructions to keep up the Dignity of her 
Station; and that the Conſideration of her 
own Superiority ſhould always be upper- 
moſt in her Thoughts; Camilla's firſt Ap- 

earance had inſpired her with Contempt: 
for a Stuff Gown, and an unaffected. Beha- 


n, did not — with the Idea ſhe had 
EG formed 
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formed of a Gentlewoman. Yet having an 
implicit Faith in Mrs. Orgueil's Knowledge 


of the World, whilſt fe choſe to be polite, 
Lady Mary alſo thought Civility was due 


to Camilla ; but as ſoon as Mrs. Orgueil 


chofe to diſplay herſelf in a different Cha- 


racter, Lady Mary, although without ut- 


tering a Word, added her Inſolence to 
Mrs. Orgucil's, by looking aſkance at Ca- 


milla and her Child, as if they were unwor- 


thy the Honour of her Preſence. 


It was, indeed, an odd Scene; Mrs. Or- 
gueil 's raiſed Voice, Lady Mary's Looks of 
Diſdain, Henrietta roaring becauſe her Com- 


panion had for that Moment ceaſed playing 


with her, poor Fanny weeping, and Camilla 
could not immediately take her leave, 
becauſe David had deſired her to ſtay with 
Mrs. Orgueil till he ſent to her, having ſome 


Buſineſs with Mr. Orgueil, which he might 


not preſently have an Opportunity of open- 
ing. But joyful was Camilla's Heart when 
a Meſſage from her dear Huſband releaſed 


her from this her diſagreeable Confinement. | 


David, whilſt with Orgueil in his Study, 


ſpent his Time full as pleaſantly as did Ca- 


milla with the entertaining Company in the 


Drawing room. He, in a few Words, 
made 


— a — — 


( 
| 
| 
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made known to Orgueil the utmoſt Diſtreſs 


of his Circumſtances, without the Uſe of 


either Rhetoric or Complaint; for his own 
Heart was ſo rent by any mournful Pictures 
of a Friend's Misfortune, that he could not 


prevail on himſelf to draw them. In Theory 


no Man breathing knew better than David 


that the painting your Miſery in theſtrongeſt 
Colours, is neceſſary to raiſe what is called 


_ Compaſſion in a proud Mind; as a proud 


Mind is piqued till you are quite ſubdued, 
and the more Weakneſs and Puſillanimity 
you ſhew, the more will you move ſuch 
Compaſſion : for a Man of this Turn muſt 
be reminded, that he is as much your Su- 
perior in Conſtancy of Mind, as in Fortune, 
before he can bring himſelf to think you 
are a fit Object of his Pity. I ſay, that 
although David, in Theory, knew all this, 
yet as he at the ſame time felt his own Heart 
ſo fraught with Kindneſs, that the very 
Glimpſe of a Friend's Diſtreſs, was enough 
to make him exert every Faculty and every 


Power for his Relief, he could not, when 


he wanted the Aſſiſtance of a Friend, bring 
himſelf to treat him like one that would de- 
light in the Image of his Miſeries : in ſhort, 
David's Behaviour had ſuch. an Effect on 
Orgueil, that he ſhewed great Liberality to- 
wards him, ina Commodity, which it was 
0 FO : impoſſible 
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impoſſible for his Family to feed on, name- 
ly, in Advice to practiſe what either his 
Diſpoſition, or his Situation, rendered im- 


practicable; — to buy every thing at 


the beſt Hand, when his Circumſtances 
forced him to pay a Hundred per Cent. 
for every Neceſſary that was expended in his 
Houſe: — to manage his Family as if they 
all enjoyed a continued State of good 


Health, whether they did 15 or no, and 


whilſt the Infirmities of his Father's Age 
made many Things neceſſary, that might 
otherwiſe have been ſpared. Nay, he ad- 
viſed him to lead his Life back again, — to 
unlend every Sum of Money he had loſt by 
aſſiſting the Unfortunate, — to ungive every 
Benefaction his happier Days had enabled 
him to beſtow, — to unbuy every Comfort 
.and Convenience with which he had pleaſed 
and delighted his own Family ; -— and to 
_ unhire that Chariot, in which he had 
pug little Cynthia Home from the Bath: 
or if 
Part of his Converſation the Name of Ad- 
vice, I cannot, with any Propriety, think 
of a ſofter Appellation for it than Re- 
proach. 


David and Camilla walked Home, each 
of them endeavouring to be as chearful as 
W 2 


may not be permitted to give to this 
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poſſible, although Mrs. Orgueil's Behaviour 
had revived in Camilla s Mind the ſtrongeſt 
Senſibility of poor little Oni bia's Sufferings; 
and David returned to his little Habitation 
loaded with the additional Miſery of the 
Arrows of Unkindneſs, which Mr. Orgueil 
had ſtuck in his Heart. Not but Mr. Or- 
gueil earneſtly aſſured him, the whole time, 
of the Height of his Friendſhip, and that 
he only adviſed him for his own Good and 


future Proſperity. But David now, from 


Deſpair itſelf, gaining ſome ſmall Degree of 


Refolution, ſettled it firmly in his Mind, 
that he would no longer. give Faith to ſuck 


cruel Promiſes of Friendſhip. 
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CHAP. . 


In which Mes. Orgueil feels ſome. Compaſii ons 
and Orgueil does a generous Action. 


OK. G UEI L. as ſoon as David had 1 

his Leave, fell into a long and ſerious 
Debate with himſelf, whether or no his 
Rule of Rectitude would give him leave to 
ſend his Friend any Relief. He was ſure it 
was reaſonable to avoid all raſh Proceedings, 
and that his Friend ought to be driven to 
ſuffer great Diſtreſs, in order to cure him 
of his Imprudence; for it was one of Mr. 
Orgueil's moſt ſettled Maxims, that Man, 


by the Uſe of his own Reaſon alone, has a 


Power to prevent or heal any Misfortune. 
He fo implicitly worſhiped Human Reaſon, 
that it appeared to him no leſs than Idola- 
try to diſpute its Omnipotence ; he, there- 
fore, muſt neceſſarily condemn every Man, 
who is unfortunate whilſt this powerful God 
is Part of him. To have a Deity at his 
Command, and yet be miſerable, how ab- 
ſurd ! for, according to Mr. Orgueil's Way 
of thinking, this „„ God, Human 
Reaſon, 
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Reaſon, is yet ſubject to the Will of Man, 
and he may uſe it or not, worſhip 1 It, abuſe 
it, or do whatever he pleaſe with it. But 
in the Veneration of this his darling Idol, 


all Thoughts of relieving David Simple fell 


to the Ground, David was voluntarily mi- 
ſerable, for he could not be unavoidably fo 


whilſt he had a God at his Command. 


Sometimes, indeed, the Conkderation of 
the old Gentleman's Age and Infirmities a lit- 
tle ſtaggered Orgueil; but then the Thought 
of the Chariot immediately ſucceeded, and 
the immenſe Imprudence of riding about in 


a Chariot, in ſuch Circumſtances, glared 


full in his View. He concealed, as much 
as poſſible, from himſelf, David's true Mo- 


tive to it, and cheriſhed no other Idea but 


that of the very Action itſelf ; or if ever 
any Notion intruded, that it was done 
in order to ſave little Cynthia, it was always 
accompanied with the Reflection, that ſhe 
was not his own Child ; and it was a Shame 
for a Man, in David ' Circumſtances, to 
ſpend his Subſtance on Strangers. 


St. Paul ſays, that a Man who does not 
provide for his own Family, is worſe than 
an Infidel ; and Orgueil allowed St. Paul to 
be a very fine Writer ; for he, indeed, had 
human 


* 
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human Learning before he became a Teacher 
of the Chriſtian Doctrines: and beſide, 
when any Text ſuited Mr. Orgueil's Pur- 
poſe or Inclinations, no one was more ready 
to quote the ſacred Writings, provided he 
might be admitted to judge them by his 
own Rule of Rectitude. That Paul at ſuch 
a Time became a Teacher of the Chriſtian 
Doctrine, was a favourite Phraſe with Mr. 
Orgueil; nor could he endure the Expreſſi- 
on of St. Paul's being called to the Apoſtle- 
ſhip. And, as he believed not the Miracle 
of his Converſion (or, indeed, any Miracle 
at all) he made ſuch Converſion the com- 
mon Subject of his Ridicule, 


But whilſt Mr. Orgueil was in this Debate 
with himſelf, his Wife entered the Room : 
the Converſation naturally, turned on the 

Subject Mr. Orgueil was before meditating 
on. The Chariot had always been a moſt 
boiling Grief in the Heart of Mrs. Orgucil, 
more eſpecially as it was for the Service of 
the hated Cynthia's Child. Mr. Orgueil 
blamed David for his Imprudence, and act- 
ing contrary to the Rule of Rectitude. 
Mrs. Orgueil condemned him for his Pride 
and Inſolence; for ſhe inſiſted on it, that 
he only made a Pretence of little Cynthia's 
- Ulaneſs, in order to keep Equipages, and 

| | put 
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put himſelf on a Footing with Perſons of 
Fortune. What could you have done 
« more, Mr. Orgueil (ſaid ſhe) if my poor 
little Babe had been ill?“ And then ſhe 
fighed as it her Heart would break, at the 
very Idea, that it was poſſible for Miſs 
Caſſy to be ſeized with any Diſtemper; for 
ſhe thought it was very hard, that any 
thing ſo dignified as to belong to her, 
ſhould be ſubject to human Infirmities. 


But when Mrs. Orgueil entered on the 
Topic, how much it is a Man's Duty to 
provide for his own Family, ſhe was never 
tired of the Repetition of the Word own; 
and her Eloquence burſt forth in an almoſt 
inexhauſtible Torrent of Words. She too, 
ime ng remembered St. Paul on this 
ead; as I believe ſhe did every Word on 
the Side'of this Queſtion, from the Time 
ſhe became a Wife; and although ſhe never 
had any other Child but Henrietta, yet. ſhe 
was always fancying herſelf wiih-child, to 
keep up the Idea in Orgueit's Mind, of a 


growing Family. 


It is almoſt incredible into what a Per- 
plexity of Mind Mrs. Orgueil was continu- 
ally throwing herſelf, to prevent her Huſ- 


band's ruining himſelf by Generoſity to 
| David 
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David and his Family. She had, indeed, 
the Curſe of the Pſalmiſt, of being afraid 
where no Fear was; but ſhe would not have 
been ſo extremely anxious to have prevent- 
ed Mr. Orgueil from relieving David and 
Camilla in ſome very ſmall Degree, had ſhe 
not known it impoſſible for any Part of that 
Family to have any Enjoyment, without 
the hated Cynthia's having an equal Share 
at leaſt in the Pleaſure. | 


But Mr. Orgueil's Rule of Rectitude 
would by no Means ſuffer him to take his 
Wife's Advice; therefore Mrs. Orgueil ne- 
ver gave him any Advice at all, but by an 
artful Method of making him fancy he act- 
ed by the Dictates of his own idolized Rea- 
ſon, the prevailed on him to gratify her 
Inclinations : and in this Converſation con- 
cerning a Man's providing for his own Fa- 
mily, Hints were ſtrowed about very thick, 
that Mr. Orguea! was very much in the 

right; as if all this Eloquence firſt took its 


Riſe 3 his own much valued, reverenced - 


— "OY 


But now the old Gentleman, Camilla's 
Father, weakened with Age, and bowing 
downward to his native Earth with Infirmi- 
ties, took to his Bed, in which he W 
; e 
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ed three Weeks, every Day leſſening a ſmall 
Degree of his yet remaining Strength. He 
did.not appear to labour under any violent 
Pains, which the better enabled his Children 
to ſtruggle through his Illneſs ; but the ne- 
ceſſary additional Expence of his Sickneſs 
they knew not how to ſupport. Saleable 
Things, all but Camilia's Wedding Ring, 
had long been diſpoſed of; for David and 
his Camilla could look down on the Diſtreſs 
of parting with any Thing adminiſtering 
only. to Shew or Luxury, as unworthy their 
leaſt Regard. This Ring, indeed, had a 
Circumſtance annexed to it, which made 
the keeping it ſome Indulgence to Camilla, 
but no Indulgence to herſelf had any the 
leaſt Chance of withſtanding her Father's 
Wants, and therefore, on this Occaſion, ' 
ſhe parted with it without Heſitation. 


Suſpicion of any Alteration in David's 
Love, or that ſhe preſerved it by any Charm, 
was far from her Thoughts : ſhe knew his 
Love was built on too ſtrong a Foundation 
to be ſhaken by any accidental Occurrences; 
and when ſhe attended her Father with this 
her only remaining Treaſure, her filial Piety 


rendered her more lovely in her dear Huſ- 


band's Eyes, than did even her blooming 
Youth a beautiful Perſon, adorned with 


al 
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all the Elegance of Neatneſs, when firſt 
ſhe received that much-valued Gift from 


his Hands. 


Camilla knelt at her Father's Bed - ſide, 
David on the oppoſite Side, a Witneſs to 
her tender Behaviour. She concealed her 
Tears, and ſtifled, as much as poſſible, 
every Emotion of Grief, till ſhe could make 
ſome Pretence for retiring by herſelf, and, 
by giving a little Vent to her Sorrow, en- 
able herſelf to appear again more chearful; 
for on ſuch Occaſions alone did ſhe ever 
chuſe to be abſent from her Huſband. 


The old Gentleman, as if he was only 
falling into a refreſhing Slumber, felt ſo 
little Pain at his Departure from this Life, 
that his Children were ſaved that moſt 
ſhocking of all Circumſtances, beholding 
him in Agonies ; the Courſe of his Tears 
made it no unexpected Event, and the Con- 
ſideration that they were diſabled by their 
Circumſtances tolerably to ſupport his 
drooping Remains of Life, had he held 
it longer, enforced by David's Underſtand- 
ing, in a ſmall Time revived the uſual - 
Chearfulneſs in Camilla's Counteyance. And 
now every Diſtreſs that could poſſibly befal 
her, muſt bring ſome Alleviation with 1 it 

by 
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by raiſing in her Mind a ſecret Joy, that 
her Father was eſcaped from the Poſſibility 
of partaking in her Misfortune. 45 


But on the old Gentleman's Death, both 
Mr. and Mrs. Orgueil joined in the Opinion, 
that they might allow themſelves in the Ex- 
pence of his Burial. Many were Mrs. Or- 
gueil's Reaſons for this Opinion; firſt, Cynthia 
could not poſſibly have any Share in what 
was ſpent on the Dead; ſecondly, the 
Word Death itſelf ſtruck her with a kind 
of Horror, which a little damped and broke 
the Chain of thoſe grand Points ſhe was al- 
ways forming to bring about; ſuch as that 
her poor little Thing ſhould not, during 
her whole Life, have one Jewel leſs for Mr. 
Orgueil's Generoſity; or that Cynthia ſhould 
be made to feel ſome poignant Grief, in 
Revenge for her daring to have an Under- 
ſtanding ſuperior to her own. 


And laſtly, Mrs. Orgueil had one Grain 
of what is commonly called Compaſſion for 
the Dead: for although the Impoſſibility of 
her ever falling into Poverty was ſtrongly 
fixed in her Mind, as if the had never ſeen 
or heard of any of the Viciſſitudes or Chances 
of this mortal Life, yet ſometimes ſhe could 
not help being ſtruck with the Image, that 
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both herſelf and her Miſs Caſy muſt, one 
time or other, ſhare the common Fate, and 
fall a Sacrifice to Death, 8 


Mr. Orgueil's Rule of Rectitude not only 
ave him Leave, but abſolutely command- 
ed him to bury the Dead with Decency, in 
order to pay all due Reſpect even to the 
Clay that had been once animated by his 
Idol, Human Reaſon. But this Agree- 
ment of Orgueil and his Wife, to bury Ca- 
milla's Father with Decency, by the Plea- 


ſure it gave her, renewed David's former 


Blindneſs, again enſlaved his Mind to Or- 


gueil, and fixed his Chain as ſtrong as ever. 


To inform my Reader, that a proud 
Man was blinded by Flattery, or an am- 
bitious Man by the moſt diſtant Proſpect 
of Favour from the Great, would be re- 
hearſing a Matter of Fact very little worth 
relating : but that the ſame Blindneſs may 
be cauſed from Fears and Apprehenſions of 
our Friends Miſeries, and ardent Wiſhes for 


their Happineſs, is, perhaps, not ſo gene- 


rally known ; and the Reaſon I leave to be 
diſcovered by the judicious Reader. 


CHAP, 
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' CHAE W 
In which is ſome very good News, 


ND now a Gleam of Comfort opened 
Itſelf to the View of David Simple; for 
Ne received a Letter from Valentine, that his 
preſent Proſpect of Succeſs was much be- 
yond his warmeſt Expectations ; and he 
doubted not bur that in a ſhort Time they 
thould all be as happy as they could be mada 
by a plentiful Fortune. 


This Letter, though wrote very ſoon 
after Valentine received the News of the 
Death of his only and greatly beloved Child. 
dwelt not on that melancholy Subject, 
but was rather calculated to inſpire the 
Minds of thoſe to whom it was ſent, with 
a chearful Hope of future Succeſs. In it 
there were no 5 — of Friendſhip, no 
Promiſes of lending or giving, but it was 
all writ in the plural Number, if we ſuc- 
„ ceed,” and © we ſhall be happy,” — 

h conſidering them all as one united Family. 
This, perhaps, would have been very mar- 
Vor. V. 8 vellous 
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vellous in the Eyes of many Perſons ; but 
when David and Camilla looked within it, 
it. did not in the leaſt appear to them in the 


Light of a Miracle. 


As extreme Poverty had been one of the 
principal Comforts to Camilla on the Death of 
her Father, ſince by that alone ſne could be 
fecured from the agonizing Grief of ſeeing 
him want; ſo, on the leaſt glimmering Ray 
of good Fortune, the Thought that her Father 
could not ſhare it, was an additional Sting to 
his Death: but her Huſband, as uſual, kindly 
exerted his Underſtanding to comfort her, 
by ſhewing her how abſurd it was to ima- 
gine that any Succeſs or Proſperity in this 
World could make her Father amends for 
being again loaded with Age and Infirmi- 

ties ; and eſpecially as ſhe "had Hopes in 
| another Life, and believed that he was now 

in a State of Happineſs. And as by this 
Converſation it plainly appeared to Camilla, 
it was not her Father's Loſs, but that of her 
own Pleaſure, ſne was deploring, ſhe had ſuch 
a Senſe of her indulgent Huſband's Kind- 
neſs, that her Mind yielded to the Strength 
of his Reaſoning, up ſhe was ycomforted. 


It is, perhaps, not very common to meet 


with Perſons really deſirous to perform that 
friendly 
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friendly Office of beſtowing Comfort; but 
to find Perſons with Minds gentle enough 
to receive it, is, perhaps, yet more uncom- 
mon. At firſt Sight there does not appear 
any thing extraordinary in what Milton af- 
firms of Eve, | 


So chear'd he his fair "_— and ſhe Was 
CHEAR'D. _ 

And yet, a a very little Confideration; 
built on Experience, I believe no very ju- 
dicious Perſon could imagine Milton would 
have ſaid ſo of our common Mother after 
the Fall; undoubtedly he would rather 
have ſaid, 


So chear'd he his fair Spouſe, and ſhe was 
GLUMM-. 


Had Camilla's Grief been vented in Cla- 
mour, or ſtamped with any viſible Mark of 
Aﬀectation, David would not have attempt- 
ed the impoſſible Taſk of curing it ; but as 
he was ſatisfied of her Innocence and Sim- 
plicity, and as he never deſpiſed any little 
Weakneſs which had unguardedly crept in- 

to her Mind, he conſequently always ge- 
nerouſly removed any ſuch Weakneſs, 


F2 But 


100 The AnvenTUREs Book VI. 


But now as Mr. Orgueil, by his late Act 
of Kindnefs, had again fixed David's Chains, 
and as David's chief Pleaſure was to com- 
municate good News, he ſhewed, to this 
his new-revived Friend, Valentine's Letter; 
for as he conſidered Orgueil as the Means of 
his Brother's good Fortune, he thought he 
had a Right to the firſt Information of it; 
and he allo aſked his Opinion, whether it 
was not poſſible for him to raiſe ſome Mo- 
ney on this Proſpect of Succeſs. Orgucil 
looked firſt exceeding pleaſed, as thinking 
he was the Author of this Succeſs — and 
then exceeding thoughtful. Immediately he 
began to conſult his Rule of Rectitude, and 
at laſt, as if he had juſt received an Anſwer 
from his Oracle, delivered to David this 
formal Opinion, That if by this Proſpect 
he could raiſe any little Money, great In- 
tereſt would certainly be extorted for it; and 
therefore the Acceptance of it would be very 
injudicious ; and added his Advice, that he 
ſhould by no Means think of fo indiſcreet a 
Proceeding. David was going to reply, by 
putting him in Mind of a Circumſtance, 
which he ſeemed to have forgot, namely, 
chat his Family wanted Money, not for an 
thing that would do as well half a Year 
terwards, but for the very Staff of Life, 

even 
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even Bread itſelf, daily Bread. But before 
he could utter his Words, Mr. Orgueil re- 
collecting ſome Buſineſs of great Conſe- 
quence, which demanded his immediate 
Attendance, begged David's Excuſe, and 
retired to his Study. 


Perhaps this Buſineſs of Conſequence 
might be a kind Pretence, in order to leave 
his Advice the deeper impreſſed on David's 
Mind; for Mr. Orguei] miſtook his own: 
Meaning, when he called it Advice, for he 
in Reality deſigned it as a Command; and, 
whether or no his Commands were practic- 


able, yet he expected the ſtricteſt Obedience 
to them. 


This Manner of OrgueiPs was no ſmall 
Addition to David's other Burthens ; for he 
never propoſed any one Scheme for his own 
Advantage, without meeting with Orgueil's 
Diſapprobation: and yet, if, finding him- 
elf thus in Chains, he pretended to exert 
any Freedom, or take any one Step with- 
out conſulting Mr. Orgueil's inward Oracle, 
that too was Matter of the higheſt Of- 
fence. 


Perhaps the eſſential Difference 8 


Mr. Orgueil al. d Dauididid not ſo much ariſe: 
Fs from 
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from their differing in Judgments, as from 
the Diſagreement of their Inclinations ; for 
whenever David thought of worldly Affairs, 
or talked to Mr. Orgueil of them, his 
Childrens and his Camilla's Wants were 
preſent to his Mind ; his Wiſhes were all 
centered in their Relief, and his Thoughts 
fixed on the moſt probable Method for chat 
Purpoſe: whilſt, on the contrary, Mr. Or- 
gueiPs Wiſhes were all centered in keeping 
up to his Rule of Rectitude, in giving ſuch 
Advice as might preſerve and increaſe his 
Admiration of his own Wiſdom, and ſtill 
retain the Man he called his Friend in Sla- 
very and Dependance. No Wonder, then, 
that two Men, ſetting out with ſuch oppo- 
ſite Views, ſhould never join in their Opi- 
nions. 


Such Converſations always left David in 
the higheſt Perplexity ; for he found all 
Orgueil's Diſcourſe led to ſomething of 
which he had no Image, and tended not in 
the leaſt to promote the ſtrongeſt Wiſhes 
of his Heart: yet he could not forget that 
it was through Orgueil's Means his dear 
Valentine had now that Proſpect of Succeſs, 
which gave him the pleaſing Hopes of once 
more renewing their former happy Union. 


Ne alſo continually profeſſed himſelf ſo 
much 
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much his Friend, that David found it very 
difficult, whilſt that Word (the utmoſt 
Force of which he ſo well knew) was ſound- 
ing in his Ears, to believe, that whilſt Or- 
gucil's Power to relieve him was unbound- 
ed, nothing could well be further from his 


Inclinations, 


Otrgueil immediately informed his Wife 
of Valentine's Letter. She ſmiled, or rather 
ſneered; for, indeed, the Image of Cynthia's 
Succeſs did not much incline her to a Smile 
of Pleaſure. Mr. Orgueil alſo told her the 
Advice he had given David; and in relat- 
ing the Converſation that had paſſed be- 
tween them, he often let drop the Words 
1F Valentine ſhould have this Succeſs, and 
1 he ſhould generouſly beitow ſome Part 
of his Fortune on David; which Mrs. Or- 
gueil greedily catched at, and ſaid, © In- 
% deed, Mr. Orguent, you are in the right 
% to make that ir. I don't know how 
„David and Camilla may be impoſed on; 
but I know the Art of Cynthia too well 
* to. imagine ſhe will ſuffer her Huſband 
* to ruin himſelf on their Account. Hi- 
<« therto Cynthia was well pleaſed to. live 
<« with them as one common Family, be- 
&« cauſe it was for her own Intereſt, I don't 
" believe the World contains ſo cunning, 
; F 4 ſo . 
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« fo artful a Woman. I always had ſome 
*« Compaſſon for poor Camilla, becauſe I ſaw 
« ſhe was ſo egregioufly impoſed on. Now 
© I doubt not but her own Proſperity and 
e her Friends Diſtreſs will unfold all the 
« Treachery of Cynthia's Heart, though 
% perhaps ſhe will ſtill find ſome Evaſions 
4 to impoſe on poor Camilla; for Camilla is 
% very harmleſs, but, poor Thing, ſhe is 
very lilly. I thank my Stars, Cynthia 
© could never impoſe on me with all her 
% Art; and I doubt not but that is the 
© true Reaſon of the inveterate Hatred ſhe 
« has taken to me, and all my Family. 
« Heaven forbid! any thing belonging to 
«© me ſhould ever be in her Power! but I 
deſpiſe her — 1 think Contempt is the 
« only Treatment ſhe deſerves.” 


Mrs. Orgueil ran on a great deal more to 
the ſame. Purpoſe, often endeavouring with 
all her Might to force a Laugh againſt Na- 
ture, and at laſt concluded with a Suppo- 
fition, that David was too wiſe in his own 
Conceit, to follow the Advice of his 
Friends, 


Mrs. Orgueil (as has been obſerved in the 
Introduction) was the firſt Propoſer of Mr. 
Orgueil's providing, as it was thought, for 

4 Valentine 


Chap. 6. of David STtMPLE: 105; 
Valentine and Cynthia ; nay, ſhe even pur- 
ſued it with a very remarkable Eagerneſs. 
She had, no doubt, her Reaſons for it; 

but it would be an over-ſtrained Complai-- 
ſance to impute it to Kindneſs : it is rather: 
more probable, that to ſeparate Cynthia and 
Camilla was one of her Motives : for ſhe- 
knew, that though they might have Reſo- 

lution enough to bear ſuch a Separation for- 
each other's Intereſt, yet nothing but ab- 
ſolute Neceſſity could prevail on them to- 
conſent to undergo ſo very irkſome a Taſk.. 
Then ſhe imagined that, Qui bia being ab- 
ſent, ſhe could impoſe whatever ſhe pleaſed: 
on Camilla. It is with Reluctance I. muſt: 
relate her ſtrongeſt Motive, but certain it 
it is that her chief Eagerneſs-for Valentine 
and Cynthia's going to Jamaica diſplayed it - 
ſelf, when a Gentleman, juſt come from: 
thence, had related that the Place was very 
unhealthy, and that many of the Engli/h» 
had lately died there, from the. extreme: 
Heat of the Climate. But this Motive lay 
too deep in Mrs. Orgueil's Breaſt even for- 
her own Diſcovery of it; and ſne would 
have ſtarted as ſtrongly at the moſt diſtant 
Step towards Murder, as the moſt tender- 
hearted Creature upon Earth; yet had ſhe: 
aſked her own Heart the Queſtion, ſhe- 
could not deny but ſhe really thought it not 
; i. 7 Very. 
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very probable that Cynthia ſhould be able 
to ſtruggle againſt the violent Heat of that 
Climate, as nothing was more apt to weaken 
her Conſtitution. 


But Mrs. Orgueil always concealed from 
her Huſband her inveterate, inexorable Ha- 
tred to Cynthia. She confeſſed a Diſlike to 
her; but he was to believe that Diſlike pro- 
ceeded from Judgment, and not from En- 
vy; and therefore, in his Preſence, ſhe on- 
ly vented ſly Invectives againſt Cynthia ; and 
Mr. Orgueil being continually employed on 
Subjects of a higherNature than finding out 
Women's Characters, implicitly aſſented 
to her Opinion. But when Mr. Orgueil 
left her, and ſhe was atLiberty to enjoy, or 
rather deplore, her own Thoughts, it would 
be very difficult to. find a much ſtronger 
Picture of that Miſery which conſtantly 
attends an envious Mind. 


That Omnthia was 1n Proſperity, perhaps 
at that very Inſtant rejoicing with her dear 
Huſband, on the' Proſpect of again ſeeing 
David and his Family in Plenty, was an 
Image but too fatal to Mrs. Orgueil's Peace; 
for notwithſtanding what ſhe had ſaid to her 
Huſband, yet ſhe very well knew that no - 
Pleaſure on Earth could be equal, in Cyn- 

thia's 
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thia's Mind, to the Power of ſerving her 
Friends: for ſo far, in Juſtice to Mrs. Or- 
gueil, muſt be confeſſed, that her private 
Judgment came nearer the Truth than ſhe 
would confeſs even to her moſt intimate 
Acquaintance. But there was one Circum- 
ſtance in her preſent Sorrow, or rather 
Rage of Mind, which rendered it almoſt 
inſupportable, namely, that ſhe herſelf had 
been the principal Inſtrument in giving 
Cynthia this Happineſs ; ; and, at the ſame 
time, ſhe had ſome Suſpicion that Cynthia 
(although ſhe never dropt the leaſt Hint of 
it) was not totally ignorant of the true Mo- 
tives of this apparent t Kindneſs. Poor Wo- 
man! all her Purpoſes were diſappointed ! 
all the pleaſing Scenes her Imagination had 
formed, were perfectly reverſed! and in this 
Affliction Mrs. Orgueil was peculiarly un- 
fortunate ; for: ſhe could not, as in others, 
diſpatch haſty Meſſengers to all her Friends 
to partake it; neither could ſhe vent it in 
Clamour, and then flatter herſelf that ſhe 
had a more delicate Senſibility than all the 
reſt of Mankind: but, on the contrary, 
however great the Pain might be, ſhe was: 
abſolutely under the Neceſſity of endeavour- 
ing to conceal it within her own Boſom. 


* 
* 
U > 
- — 4 
* ” 
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Tf Mr. Orgueil, or Henrietta, at this time 
had but been ſeized with ſome violent Diſ- 
temper, in what' Abundance would Mrs. 
Or71eil*s Tears (a lawful Plea being found) 
have flowed, and ſurely nothing but the 
Height of IIl- nature could have imputed 
them to any other but the moſt viſible 
Cauſe. N . 


— 
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CHAP. VII. 


In G5 is a very Uncommon Dialogue. 


D4 VID, on Enquiry, diſcovered that 

there lived in his Neighbourhood one 
Mr. Nichols, who was Steward to moſt of 
the Men of Faſhion in that County, and 
who lent out Money on Intereſt, provided 
he had proper Security. This Mr. Nichols 
had taken an exact Meaſure of all the 
Lands, and knew, within twenty Shillings, 
what every Man was worth in all the Coun- 
try round him, But when David applied 
to him for the Loan of Money, he at firſt 
Vas very ſhy, thinking, by his Appearance 
and his known Poverty, that ſufficient Se- 
curity might not be eaſily forth-coming : 
but when. on his Enquiries, David pro- 
duced Valentine's Letter, a Converſation 
followed, in which neither Party could well 
comprehend the other, and which I will 


give my Reader in the Woxds of the 
ND. ** 
| . 


: 


m 


cc 


cc 
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Mr. Nichols. And pray, Sir, pleaſe to 
ſhew me the Bond, or Note, 'or what 
kind of Security you are poſſeſſed of, by 
which, if Mr. Valentine ſhould hive the 


Succeſs he mentions, you may legally 


recover any Monies of him.” 


David. © have no Bond, or Note, Sir; 
Valentine is my Brother, my Wife's Bro- 
ther, and that's the fame thing. 1 


* Nichols. “ All's one for that, Sir, as 


6 


you obſerve, whether he is your Wife's 
Brother, or your own; but if you have 
no Security, no -Moiljes will be forth- 


coming. A Brother, indeed! I have ſent 


Officers with Executions into may a 


Man's Houſe, whoſe Brothers might 
have prevented it, and even with'very 
inconſiderable car to themſelyes.” 2 


David. If there are any fach Wretckes, 


e Sir, that's nothing to my Valentine. We 


have always lived as one Family, and 
conſidered no feparate + roperty. | 


4! Nithols.' 4 But you don” t live together 
ndw; and'if this Mr. Valentine is a wiſe 


Man, he may think it moſt n to 
deep 


| 5 
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ce keep ſeparately what he hath ſeparately 


80 gotten.” 


_ Dowa. « Tf you knew my Valentine, Sir, 

* you would not ſuſpect him of harbour- 
ing the Thought, that he could have any 
« Enjoyment 1 in which I ſhould not have an 
* equal Share.“ 


| Nichols. < If! knew him ever ſo well, Sir, 
ce ſhould proceed on no Grounds but good 
“ Security. But, for Curioſity ſake, pray, 
& Sir, anſwer me one Queſtion, in this 
« ſharing and living as one Family, that 
« you talk ſo much about, has it been 
* moſt in Mr. Valentine's Power to ſerve 
“ you, or your's to ſerve him? in ſhort, 
„ which has conferred the moft Obliga- 
ce tions? " | 


David. © In all our Tranſactions with 
& each other, I believe the Word Obligations 

< was never once thought of by either of 
& us, from our firſt Acquaintance.” 


Nic holt. But which of you two had the 
0 moſt Subſtance? which was the beſt Man? 


Here David Simpis remembering the * 


planation once given him of the Phraſe, 4 
good 
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good Man upon *Change, luckily underſtood 
Mr. Nichols's llt Queſtion, and thus an- 
ſwered. 


David. Till very lately, indeed, that 
& I have been impoveriſhed by an uncom- 
“% mon Train of unfortunate Events, the 
Balance of Fortune has been moſtly in 
e my Hands, and I have enjoyed the im- 
“ menſe Pleaſure of being able to ſerve my 
% Brother.” 


Nichols, ſhaking his Head. Ho, ho! 
« have you ſo? that's ſo much the worſe ; 
« a very bad Sign, indeed, if you have 
« conferred Obligations on him. I have 
« ſometimes known a Man ſerve his 
« Friends when he has had no Obligations 
« to them; but many a Man has come to 
% me, to mortgage his laſt Foot of Land, 
and all his Complaint has been of Ingra- 
1 titude from thoſe he had obliged. * 


David. You don't talk our 3 
1 Here Nichols fneers. 


| Nichols. *« Not your Language, Sir? I 
« think I talk plain Eugliſb; and only want 
„ to know what Security I ſhould have, 
« ſhould I advance any Monies? 

David. 
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David. If you will lend me only fo 
« ſmall a Sum as ten Pounds, I am very 
« willing to give you my Note, or Bond, 
for treble that Money; and will thank- 
„ fully repay it, if it pleaſes God to bleſs 
Valentine: but I have no other means of 

« ſo doing.” 


Nichols. Treble the Sum, you fay. — 
Hum ! — but ſo many Contingencies — 
« firſt, this Mr. Valentine may flatter him- 
" . too much; — ſecondly, he may 
$6 te 


David. God forbid! ” 


Nichols. But we are all mortal, you 
6 know, Sir; the Life of Man is but ſhort, 
« and ſo many Accidents intervene, that 
&« a wiſe Man muſt think of all Contingen- 
« cies: and if your Friend ſhould —_— | 
* his Mind! * 


David. «© That's impoſſible.” 
Here Nichols fneers again. 


Nichols. Let me ſee, ten Pound 
& but if I ſhould loſe it all, the Intereſt 
« that 1 be made of it in five hundred 

* 
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« Yeats, with proper Management (and 
* no one can accuſe me of Imprudence) 
“ will be a prodigious Loſs. However, I 
am ſo willing to ſerve you, that I will 
% conſider of it. I ſhall come your Way 
© To- morrow, and will call on our a 


David was ſo delighted with the Thoughts 
of carrying his Camilla any the leaſt Hopes 
of Relief, that he took his Leave, thanking 
Mr. Nichols for his Promiſe of even conſi- 
dering his Requeſt; and earneſtly entreated 
him not to fail the next Morning: for, be 
it deemed ever ſo imprudent, ſuch was the 
Matter of Fact, that he would have given 
a Bond for an Hundred Pounds, for that 


preſent though ſmall Relief to his Family. 


But how great was the Aſtoniſhment of 
David Simple, at the vaſt Abſurdity of the 
Man, who could calculate what the Intereſt 
of Ten Pounds would amount to, in the 
Space of Five hundred Years,. in the very 
ſame Breath in which he was talking of the 
Shortneſs of ONE" s Life! 

If David was aſtoniſhed at this | Abſurdity, 
Mr. Nichel; was no leſs ſo, at his Converſa- 
tion. The Truſt and Confidence David 


. expreſſed in Valentine's Friendſhip, ſounded 
© AS nonſenſical in his Ears, as if he had 


affirmed 
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affirmed he could ſafely truſt a Fox with 
the Care of his Poultry. For Mr. Nichols 
was fully ſatisfied that Valentine's Friendſhip 
was mere Pretence, and had been hitherto 
counterfeited, in order to make an Advan- 
tage of David's Credulity; and he doubted 
not but that as ſoon as Valentine found the deſ- 
perate State of his Circumſtances, he would 
wiſely caſt him off, and avoid the Expence 
of endeavouring to prove himſelf what ſuch 
a Fool as David would call a real Friend. 
Beſides, from ſome Expreſſions dropped in 
the foregoing Converſation, ſuch as — the 
Pleaſure of ſerving Friends — ſharing For- 
tunes, c. to which Mr. Nichols gave the 
Name of unintelligible Gibberiſh, he at 
once had conceived a high Contempt for 
David, and a great Opinion of Valentine's 
Prudence, in that he had choſe ſo proper a 
Perſon for a Dupe. But Mr. Nichols never 
once conſidered that David himſelf was a 
Proof, and a pretty ſtrong one, that this 
Gibberiſh might enter into the Heads and 

Hearts of ſome at leaſt, amongſt the Race 


of Mankind. 


| However, a Bond for treble the Som had 
ſtaggered Mr. Nichols in his Reſolution: 


He could not ſuſpe& David of a Deſign to 


cheat him; his Contempt tor his Folly 
| would 
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would not ſuffer him to entertain ſuch a 
Suſpicion ; and he thought it was gaming 
at leaſt with Advantage. He gave up all 
houghts of Yalentine (from a Conviction 
in his own Mind, that he would do nothing) 
but reſolved to keep his Appointment with 
David the next Morning, and watch with 
a careful Eye, whether the whole of what 
his little Houſe and Garden contained, 
might, ſold to a Diſadvantage, amount to 
Thirty Pounds ; and if fo, he would ad- 
vance him Five, on a Bond tor fifteen. 


Mr. Nichols would have choſe David's 
Bond before a Security from Mr. Orgueil, 
if he would have given it (of which, in- 
deed, there was no Danger) for Nichols very 
well knew Orgueil's Manner of acting in all 
Concerns about Money, for he was his 
Steward: and although Orgueil would not 
lay down the Money for David, yet had he 
been once Security for him, he would never 
have ſuffered his Friend to have been torn 
to Pieces for his Honour's ſake; and Mr. 
| Nichols would not have dared to have ſeized: 
David's Goods, for fear of diſobliging Mr. 
Orgueil; which he, on Calculation, thought 
was hazarding more than their Value. For 
Mr. Nichols had a Pair of Compaſſes, by 
which he could take as true a Meaſure of 

| every 
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every Man's Diſpoſition concerning Mo- 
nies, as of his Lands. And when "he did 
not meet with ſuch Men as David (an Ac- 
cident that did not often occur) he was ge- 
nerally right in his Judgment: for as his 
whole Mind was bent on one Point, and as 
the Knowledge of Characters relating to 
that Point was the grand Inſtrument of his 
Trade, he as mechanically acquired it as a 
Fiſherman does the Knowledge of the pro- 
per Baits to catch the ſeveral Sorts of Fiſh. 


It is Idleneſs of Mind oftener than Inca- 
pacity that bars Men from worldly Know- 
ledge: and this Idleneſs never accompanies 
a ſtrong Deſire and Bent to any one Pur- 
poſe, Nay, Mr. Nichols had even Humour 
upon Occaſion, and found a Method of 
rendering his Converſation acceptable to 
thoſe on whom he had any intereſted View; 
and as all his Ridicule was levelled at Po- 
verty, he made himſelf an agreeable Com- 
panion at the rich Man's Table. 


The next Morning, when Mr. Nichols 
called on David, he eaſily found, by obſerv- 
ing the neceſſary Furniture of his little Ha- 
bitation, that he might ſafely venture Five 
Pounds on a Bond of Fifteen; but he in- 
ſiſted on Judgment * confeſſed on the 


Bond, 
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Bond, in order to have David immediately 
in his Power, whenever he pleaſed; but yet 
would not advance one Farthing more than 


the Five Pounds; and as ſmall as this Sum 
was, it brought a preſent Relief that was 


1 greatly pleaſing to David. 


Mr. Nichols ak have laid down the 
Ten Pounds without any great Hazard, had 
it not been his conſtant Cuſtom, like Mac- 


beth, 
« To make Aſſurance doubly ſure.” 


For every thing in this ſmall Cottage, tho? 
poor and plain, yet was preſerved in ſo neat 
a Manner, as viſibly proved that the Owners 
of it could not think themſelves debarred of 
every Comfort, whilſt they enjoyed each 
other's Company. Thoſe People, whoſe 
Love of Property ariſes from the vain De- 
ſire of making a Figure in the Eyes of 

others, generally degenerate into Filth and 
Naſtineſs, when they can no longer gratify 
that Deſire: whereas the Deſire of Proper- 
ty only as far as may contribute to comfort 
in a Family, truly united by Love, always 
actuates every Individual to contribute by 
Labour and Induſtry to one another's Com- 


forts. 
Therefore 
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re in our little F amily of 10605 
each Day was employed in Endeavours to 
promote its common Welfare. Camilla and 
her eldeſt Daughter were induſtrious in their 
purſuit of Houſhold Buſineſs; not groaning 
or repining under their Labour, but looking 
chearfully forward to their principal Aim. 
The Siſter and the Daughter preſerving in 
her Mind the Thought that her little Bro- 
thers and Siſters, and her kind Father, 
would, by her Induſtry, better enjoy the 
Conveniencies of Life; whilſt the Mother 
and the Wife turned every domeſtic La- 
bour into a pleaſing Enjoyment, by the 
Conſideration that every Work of her Hands 
was for the Benefit of her indulgent Huſ- 
band and his dear Infants. And David 
every Morning employed himſelf in culti- 
vating his little Garden, the better to ſup- 
port his beloved Family: not one Spot of 
waſte Ground was to be ſeen - Labour and 
Contrivance produced Plenty and Variety, 
in a Space ſo ſmall, it barely appeared at 
firſt View ſufficient for the producing any 
one kind of Vegetable to ſupport a mode- 
rate Family. And this little Piece of Ground 
had been long neglected, as barren and not 
-worth improving: but the Induſtry of Da- 
vid could ſurmount Difficulties, which to 
Others 
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others appeared inſurmountable, when at- 
tended with the Reward of ſeeing his Wife, 
his Children, or his Friends enjoy the Fruits 
of his Labour. He could walk, or rather 
turnabout in his little Garden, and feel more 
ſolid Happineſs from the flouriſhing of a 
Cabbage, or the growing of a Turnip, than 
was ever received from the moſt oſtentatious 
Shew the Vanity of Man could poſſibly in- 
vent. He could delight himſelf with think- 
ing, Here will I ſet ſuch a Root, becauſe 
my Camilla likes it; here, ſuch another, be- 
cauſe it is my little David's Favourite. 
And in like Manner did he ſtudy ſomething 
_ peculiarly to pleaſe each Individual in his 
whole Family. | | 


Some little Flowers too, ſuch as Roſes, 
Honeyſuckle, and Jeſſamin, which requir- 
ed no Coſt in raiſing, but which pleaſingly 
revive and refreſh the Senſes, did David 
contrive his Camilla ſhould gather ; and his 
Look, when he ſaw her ſmile with Plea- 
ſure on the Produce of his Labour, and 
expreſs by her Countenance, her joyful 
Thanks for his Kindneſs, was, to a be- 
nignent Heart, a Sight better worth behold- 
ing, than any other this World can afford; 
and this Reward of his Labours David was 
always ſure to meet with, for his Camilla 
| | ä 
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fully poſſeſſed that very uncommon Gift 
of gratefully and with Chearfulneſs receiv- 
ing true Indulgence. | 


All their Children too, to the very 
youngelt, by their innocent Prattle even 
over a Flower, were capable of filling their 
Parent's Hearts with the Height of Rap- 
ture: and one Day, at Table, little Fanny 
_ eyeing a Roſe in her own Boſom (the Buſh 

of which ſhe had ſeen her Father prune) 
ſaid to little David, See, my dear Bro- 
<« ther, what a pretty Flower this is; and 
how kind my Papa is, to make theſe 
e pretty Flowers for us to play with and 
« ſmell to.” The Eyes of David and 
Camilla at that Inſtant mutually expreſſed 
an unbounded Rapture at obſerving this 
| ron Bloſſom of Gratitude in their ten- 
der Infant, PR... 29-1 


It would be endleſs to enumerate the 
many Inſtances of this kind of. Pleaſure, 
which our little united Family daily en- 
Joyed: a Pleaſure that the Great, at their 
luxurious Tables, might reflect on with En- 
vy, and which all the Kingdoms of the 
Earth could not give to Minds unqualified 
for it, nor by ſuch Minds can it be even 
underſtood. - | | 

Vol., V. EE —- 
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A melancholy Stroke, and a very unexpected 
preſent Relief to David and his Family. 


"T” HE agreeable Scenes attempted to be 

deſcribed in our laſt Chapter, in this 
Part of David Simpl?'s Life, was but too 
often interrupted by Diſtreſſes, ill Uſage, 
Sickneſs, and Loſſes. 


For now little Fanny, juſt opening to 
her Parents a Diſpoſition to their Hearts 
Deſire, was taken from them by a violent 
Fever, occaſioned by her over heating her- 
ſelf in Play. She ſtruggled with the Diſ- 
temper but ſix Days, and then eſcaped from 
her Portion of Sorrow in this World. 


How ſenſibly were the Hearts of the 
young Companions of poor little Fanny 

a fected by her Loſs! They again in her 
renewed their Grief for their engaging little 
Couſin Cynthia, nor was it eaſy to ſay 
wich 2 tenderly affected the Heart of 
Ca nilla, the Loſs of her Fanny, or the Tears 


of 
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of her other Children; yet ſhe grieved 
without raging, and David bore it like a 


Man. 


On the firſt View Cemilla imagined that 
her Child's being ſo ſuddenly ſnatched from 
her, was an Addition to her Loſs. But 
David kindly convinced her, that had ſhe 
| beheld her Infant long lingering in the 
Pains of Sickneſs, while ſhe tound her own 
Incapacity to give her the leaſt Aſſiſtance, 
ſhe would have thought the loſing her in a 
Fever, and being but a few Days a ſorrow- 
ful Witneſs of her Sufferings, was a Bleſſing 
in the Compariſon. | 


David's Underſtanding did not follow 
the Example of his Friends, by abandoning 
him on his moſt preſſing Occaſions ; but, 
on the contrary, was always ready to aſſiſt 
him, when he moſt wanted Aſſiſtance: and 
now, even by the Loſs of his Child, he 

derived a Gleam of Comfort (and commu- 
nicated it to his Camilla) from the extreme 
Poverty of his Circumſtances, and the In- 
digence of his yet remaining Family. 


David now wrote a Letter to Valentine, 
which contained only a plain Narrative of 


his prefent Cireumſtances, with no Exag- 
| G 2 | geration 
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geration of their Badneſs, no deploring of 
his own Misfortunes ; and requeſting him, 
if he went on proſperouſly, immediately to 
remit him a Bill for as much Money as he 
could ſpare. 


As Valentine wrote in the Plural Number 
when the Proſpect of Succeſs attended him, 
and in the very Letter giving an Account 
of this Succeſs; ſo alſo did David dare 
to write, even when he was enumerating 
his own Difficulties. 


A A ſtrange and unexpected change of For- 
tune had, indeed, befallen our Society ſince 
their firſt Acquaintance; but in themſelves 
there was no Alteration. A Letter wrote 
by either, at whatever Period of Time, or in 
whatever Situation, had always a diſtin- 
guiſhing Mark by which the Writer might 
be known, without reading the Name at the 
Bottom: and as Valentines Letter contain 
ed no Profeſſions of Friendſhip, no unne- 
ceſſary Aſſurances of his own ſteady Aﬀec- 
tion; ſo neither did David's contain one 
Hint of Flattery, or one Expreſſion that 
had even the Appearance of Solicitation. 


But in the mean Time, before any An- 


ſwer could come from Valentine, David's 
| "2 Diſtreſs 
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Diſtreſs was, indeed, very great; he dared 
not apply to Mr. Ratcliſt, for fear of hurt- 
ing his Son's Intereſt; and he knew that 
Mr. Orgucil's Rule of Rectitude had now 
ſtrictly, I may ſay rigidly, commanded 
him not to be moved by any Compaſſion 
towards a Man, who had ſo imprudently 
neglected hie Advice, although to follow 
that Advice was utterly impoſſible, 


But in the midſt of their Diſtreſs they 
received ſome Relief from almoſt the laſt 
Perſon in the World from whom they could 
have any Expectation : for Mrs. Orgueil, 
notwithſtanding her Certainty of Cynibia's 
Art and Cunning, had yet conceived ſo 
horrible a Dread, "left Camilla's firſt Relief 
ſhould come from her Hand, that rather 
than ſuch a dreadful Event ſhould come to 
paſs, ſhe was reſolved to be before-hand 
with Cynthia in an Act of Kindnels. 


Mrs. Orgueil therefore paid Camilla a 
friendly Viſit, made her a Preſent in the 
handſomeſt Manner, and behaved with ſo 
apparent a Deſire of comforting her for the 
Loſs of her little Fanny, that could ſhe have 
reſtrained herſelf from throwing forth ſome 
few Hints of Wirs imagining they could 


impoſe on all the World, Camilla might 
#7 have 
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have been perplexed to find the Cauſe of 
this ludden Metamorphoſis, 


It has been before obſerved, that Mrs. 
Orgucil had the Power of being very amiable 
when ſhe pleaſed, and when ſhe had really an 
Inclination to oblige ; for ſhe had all the 
Advantages ariſing from Beauty and Ad- 
dreſs to fet off her Actions in the brighteſt 
Colours. Nay, ſhe had a lively turn to 
Humour, and Capacity enough to be 

very entertaining, whenever that Capacity 
Was not ſmothered by Envy, and blunted 
by fixing her Mind on bringing about ſome 
Purpoſe ſhe imagined neceſſary to her own 
Peace : ſuch as that Cynthia ſhould be dif- 
_ eſteemed, or diſtreſſed and afflicted in ſuch 
a Manner, as to diſable her from exerting 
her Underſtanding. But her Capacity, 
poor Woman, never reached fo far as the 
| Diſcovery of that one ſimple Truth, name- 

ly, that the only Means by which ſhe could 
poſſibly obtain her own Peace; was to con- 
quer the Deſire of bringing about any ſuch 
Purpole. 


All the Comfort Mrs. Oreneil now had, 
to make her any the leaſt Amends for hear- 
ing of Guthia's Succeſs, was the entertain- 
1ng and cheriſhing ſome Hopes that Cynthia 
| in 
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in Proſperity, would, by her own Beha- 
viour, loſe the Efteem of her Friends. But 
the Foundation of theſe Hopes was ſo very 
weak, that ſhe ſupported them with great 
Difficulty. She now therefore ſo behaved 
to Camilla, as to prepare her, on the very 
firſt Opportunity, to open her Eyes all at 
once, and be convinced how much ſhe had 
always proved her Judgment in Relation 
to Cynthia, and how greatly ſhe was her 
Superior, as well in Goodneſs as Under- 
ftanding. ny Camilla Mrs. Or gui. 
ſtood ready to take Cynthia's Place in her 
Eſteem. | 


Mrs. Orgueil had always pretended, nay, 
- the herſelf fancied, that ſhe had a lit- 
tle Love for Camilla: for ſo intricate 1s the 
human Mind, that, if not carefully watch- 
ed, we often impoſe on ourſelves as much 
as we endeavour to impoſe on others. 
Mrs. Orgueil, indeed, felt in her Heart a 
different Senſation towards Camilla, from 
that which ſhe felt towards Cynthia; and 
to this ſhe choſe to give the Name of 
Friendſhip : but, in reality, ſhe had not 
one Grain of Asien towards Camilla; 
only, as ſhe envied her leſs, ſhe endeavoured 
to ſet up her Underſtanding in Oppoſition: 
to Cynthia's, for ſhe often inſiſted on Camil- 
la's Superiority in that Point. 
| 3 4 Jam 
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Tam well aware, that in the Courſe of this 
Hiſtory, Mrs. Or gueil has declared it as her 
Opinion, that poor Camilla was very lilly ; 
and went ſo far as to compaſſionate her on 
that Account: but I believe this apparent 
Contradiction may be eaſily reconciled, by 
conſidering, that at the Time Mrs. Orgueil 
found Camilla's Folly, ſhe was admiring 
her own Underſtanding in the Compariſon ; 
whereas whenever ſhe found Camilla's Un- 
derſtanding, ſhe was oppoſing her to the 
hated Cynthia. 


Vain were all Endeavours to ſeduce any 
of this Society from the Friendſhip of the 
reſt, by the flattering Pretence of giving 
them the Preference. Camilla always ſaw 
Mrs. Orgueil's infidious Deſign, and had 
laughed over it with Cynthia, who had of- 
ten expreſſed the greateſt Defire, that Mrs. 
Orgueil would exert the utmoſt of her Ha- 
tred towards her, in Love and*Kindneſs to 
her Camila. And her preſent Kindneſs to 
Camilla (although her Motive was not hid) 
was ſo ſeaſonable, ſo uſeful to the promot- 
ing the great and only Comfort of her 
Life, the Support of her dear Huiband and 
| Children, that the Pleaſure Camilla ſhewed 


in it, and the S hangs ſhe expreſſed for it, 
undeſignedly 


—_—— 
Tr 
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undeſignedly deceived Mrs. Orgueil, and 
made her imagine, or at leaſt hope, that 
- ſhe had, for once, carried that grand Point 
of her Life, the gaining a Preference be- 
fore Cynthia, in the Eſteem of any one 
Perſon whatſoever. 
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In which is an Event, that the compaſſionate 
Reader would rather delay than anticipate. 
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B UT now one Stroke purſued the other 

ſo faſt, that it appeared as if David and 
his Camilla had already enjoyed to the full, 
the Share of Bleſſings that was allotted them 
in this Life, and were now receiving their 
Portion of Sorrow: for an unforeſeen Ac- 
cident now happened, at which Mr. Orgueil, 
on his firſt hearing it, felt ſome {mall Con- 
cern; and Mrs. Orgueil ſhrugged up her 
Shoulders, and ſaid, ſhe was very ſorry; ; 
but, indeed, ſhe was never better pleaſed in 
her Lite; and this was no other than Da- 
vid's receiving the following Letter. 


0 My dear Friends, 


* IT is grievous to me, that it falls to 
10 my Lot to write the Words that muſt 
6 — your Hearts. My preſent Por- 
tion, 
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* tion, as it is an Affliction of the deepeſt 
* kind, I would wiſh to confine within my 
% On Boſom; but it is impoſſible to con- 
„ ceal it — your Brother, my deareſt Huſ- 
band, died laſt Saturday, of a raging Fe- 
ver, frequent in this Country, and has 
left me — but I will ſay nothing of my- 

< ſelf. God comfort and preſerve you to- 
« each other. 


% Ever yours ſincerely, 
Cynthia. 


Daxid and Camilla ſtood, for the Space 
of a Minute, looking at each other in ſilent 
Aſtoniſnment. The Power of Speech was 
loſt. The Blow was unexpected, and con- 
ſequently could not find them much. guard- 
ed againſt its Stroke. Their Horror was: 
too great to find: a Vent in. Tears. At laſt 
they both, in one Inſtant, uttered the 
Words, Poor Cynthia !: what muſt be hen 
<< preſent Situation!“ even in that Mo- 
ment conſidering that all Feeling was not 
confined to themſelves. But left this ſhould 
be thought impoſſible by the Diſcoverers of: 
the utmoſt Boundaries the human Mind can 
reach, it is confeſſed, that it was very le- 
Se in the very Looks of both David and 

WY 2 Camilla, 
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Camillo, that the Image of their own de- 
plorable Fate, ſhould they loſe each other, 
was not baniſhed from their Thoughts. 


But though their Grief was too big to find 
a Paſſage, yet there was a Conſideration, 
which, when it could find Room for En- 
trance into the gentle Mind of Camilla, 
brought Tears into her Eyes : fer it was 
attended with ſoft Compunction. It was 
one of Camilla's ſtrongeſt Characteriſtics, 
that ſhe was ready to blame herſelf, and not 
prepared with an Eagerneſs to juſtify Er- 
rors becauſe they were her own. 


And now her Folly ſtrongly glared before 
her Eyes, and ſhe condemned herſelf in that 
ſhe had dared to imagine that ſhe knew bet- 

ter than Providence, what was moſt for her 
good; when, on the leaft Proſpect of world- 
ly Succeſs, ſhe added a Sting to her Fa- 
thet's Loſs: for at the preſent Inftant 
the very Image of his being again alive, 
was moſt dreadful to her Imagination. 


From this Compunction Tears ſtole 
trickling from her Eyes in ſoft Drops; and 
it is impoſſible for any Words ſo ſtrongly to 
repreſent the Picture of David and his Ca- 
wills at that Time, as thele of Milton : 


SHE 
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« SRE ſilently a gentle Tear let fall 

From either Eye | | 

Two other precious Drops that ready 
ſtood oy 

« Each in their chryſtal Sluice, he, cer 
they fell, 

« Kiſs'd 


Camilla, though ready to blame herſelf, 
yet let her Forgiveneſs reach Home as well 
as to all the reſt of the World. Mr. Orgueil, 
indeed, if he acted ſtrictly up to his Cha- 
racter, would never have forgiven himſelf, 
had he been guilty of any Crime againſt his 
Rule of Rectitude; becauſe that was offend- 
ing the moſt rigid and inexorable of all the 
Deities or Idols that ever Man, in his heat- 
ed Imagination, worſhipped ; namely, hu- 
man Reaſon. But Camilla's Mind was mo- 
deſtly fearful of offending, at the ſame time 
that ſhe placed her whole Confidence in the 

Mercies of that great Being, whoſe Laws 
ſhe feared to tranſgreſs; and as ſoon as any 
Gleam of Comfort aroſe in her Mind, ſhe 
turned her Eyes on herbeloved Huſband, who 
was her Guide and Protector, and acknow- 
kdged his kind Indulgence of not upbraid- 
ing, but endeavouring to remove her Weak- . 
neſs, not by ſtudied flattering Speeches, Ti 

y 
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by chearful Looks and ſoft Compliance with 
his friendly Inſtructions, 


The Death of Valentine was lamented 
throughout the Family. All the Children 
loved and reverenced their Uncle, and ex- 
preſſed their Grief in Terms ſuitable to 
their ſeveral Ages. But young. Camilla 
was old enough to have converſed with 
Cynthia, who had aſſiſted to inſtruct her, 
and ever loved and delighted in her ; and 
therefore, her tender Mind, not yet harden- 
ed to Misfortunes, on her Aunt's as well as 
her Uncle's Account, felt this Stroke, if 
_ poſſible, more ſtrongly than did her Parents. 
And as ſoon as ſne heard the fatal News, 
ſhe retired by herſelf, and gave Way to the 
flowing of her Tears, till thoſe Tears had 
in ſome Meaſure ſoftened her Grief, 


ln 
. Mrs. Orgueil, when firſt ſhe heard this 

News, felt ſomething within, which ſhe had 
a great Inclination to call Compaſſion ;- for, 
as Death was in the Caſe, her Mind had re- 
ceived ſome diſagree able Impreſſions, Which 
ſhe expreſſed in a kind of Lamentation for 
Valentine: but as to Cynthia, ſhe was filled 
with a ſecret Joy, that her air-built Dreams 
of Wealth (Mrs. Orgueil's own. Words) 
were vaniſhed, But when ſhe had, read. 
Cynthia's 
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Cynthia's Letter, all the higheſt Expreſſions 
of Contempt ſeemed to contend for the Paſ- 
ſage through her Lips. She was weary, 
the ſaid, of living in fo ill- judging a World, 
as could find out any Underſtanding in ſo 
unfeeling a Creature: for her part, ſhe 
_ ſhould not have wrote ſuch a cold inſenſible 
Letter, even if ſhe. had loſt her Monkey — 
It was plain now, that Cyntbia's Love for 
her Huſband was all Pretence, otherwxe 


ſhe could not have been ſo unconcerned at 
his Death, 


Mrs. Orgueil had taken it into her Head 
to be aſhamed of ſhewing any Signs of. 
Pleaſure, or of ſuffering her Friends to give 
her any : but if the leaſt croſs Accident be- 
fel her, or if ſhe was afflicted with the moſt 

trifling Diſorder in her Body, ſhe immedi- 
ately ſent for all her Friends, and, in Cla- 
mour and Complaints, was reſolved to be- 
ſtow on them their full, Share even of ima- 
ginary Griefs, whilſt ſne retained for herſelf 
nothing but the Appearance of thgem. 


Mrs. Orgueil, indeed, on ſuch an Oc- 
caſion, could have filled a Quire of Pa- 
per with reiterated Complaints and pitiful 
Bemoanings of her own Misfortunes ; and 
would have been glad if ſhe could have nn 
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her Friends her very Tears, that ſne might 
keep back nothing from them. 


But now Mrs. Orgueil had the Pleaſure 
of being more ſtrongly convinced than ever, 
that ſhe had always been in the right in 
the Judgment ſhe had formed, and that 
Cynthia was capable of no Affection or Love 
for any other Perſon but herſelf. If ſhe 
was inſenſible to Valentine's Goodneſs, it was 
impoſſible. for any thing to touch her Heart; 
for no Man living could poſſibly ſtand ſo 
high in Mrs. Orgueil's Eſteem, or be poſ- 
ſeſſed of ſo many Vartues, as the dead Va- 
lentine; though ſhe unfortunately never 
made the Diſcovery before ſhe heard of his 
Death: for the kind Huſband of yntbia 
was before rather the Object of her Aver- 


ſion. 
It muſt be confeſſed, that Mrs. Orguei! 


argued very rightly, in ſaying, that if Cys- 
thia was inſenſible to Valentine's Goodneſs, 


ſhe muſt have a very impenetrable Heart: 


but there was one Circumſtance, which, in 
the Height of her Contempt ſhe forgot, 
namely, that this Aſſertion or Inſinuation 
of hers was only attended with this Mis- 
fortune, that it was poſitively wanting in 
any kind of Proof whatever. ""Y 

| | > _ out 
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Mrs. Orgueil alſo drew a very true and 
very natural Picture in every Word ſhe ut- 
tered of Cynthia: ſhe was only again miſ- 
taken in one trifling Circumſtance, for if 
ſhe had but left out the Name of Cynthia, 
and place her own in its Stead, it would 
have been an exact Copy from the Original. 


Mr. Orgueil, in his Comments on n- 
thia's Letter, was of Opinion, that it was, 
indeed, pardonable in a Woman, to talk of 
piercing of Hearts, and ſuch romantic Stuff; 
but that he ſhould think very meanly of a 
Man, who ſo little underſtood the Beauty 
of human Reaſon, as to let any outward. 
Accident baffle its Force, and diſable him 
from following the Rule of Rectitude: for 
he was immoveably fixed in his Opinion, 
that any Man who depends on this infallible 
Rule for his Guide and Support, might 
ſtand ſecurely, and defy 'every outward 
_ Event, every Diſtreſs or Misfortune to which 


human Nature is liable. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. X. 


Some Lights into the Character of Me. Rat- 


cliff. 
HIS unexpected Blow of the Death of 


Valentine was enough to have driven 
moſt Men to Deſpair; but David, when he 
viewed his Camilla ſurrounded with his ten- 
der Offspring, ſuffered not his Thoughts to 
wander one Step that Way, but ſearched 
every Corner of his Heart for ſome Gleam 


of Comfort to communicate to his Camilla. 


Mrs. Orgueil's Generoſity was now no 
more. All Fear that Cynthia could have 
the Power of ſerving her Friend was at an 
End; and with that Fear all Mrs. Orgueil's 
good - natured Concern for the diſtreſſed 
Wife of David, vaniſhed into nothing: and 
as ſoon as the Image of Death was a little 
fubſided, her whole Heart exulted in the 
Thoughts of Cynthia's Mortification. For 
her fancied Love, her Compaſſion, her In- 
dignation, in ſhort, her every Turn of 
Mind towards Camilla, depended on ſome 
Imagination. 
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Imagination ſhe had formed concerning the 
innocent though hated Cynthia. 


David was prohibited from making any 
Application to Mr. Ratcliff by his laſt 
Letter; and whilſt he had the leaſt Hope, 
that his dear Son might, by his means, en- 
Joy any future Proſperity 3 in the World, he 
dared not diſoblige him. But now Mr. 
Orgueil diſcovered to him a Secret, which 
even then greatly aſtoniſhed him, though 
not quite ſo much as it would have done at 
his firſt ſetting out in the World; which 
Secret was no other than that Mr. Ratclff 
was himſelf in Poſſeſſion of that very Place 
of Six hundred a Year, which he had, with 
great Profeſſions of Kindneſs, pretended he 
would ſolicit for him. David could never 
conquer his own natural Bent to ſuch a De- 
gree, as unmoved and with perfect Indif- 
terence to hear that he was treacherouſly 
dealt with by any Perſon from whom he 
| hoped the leaſt Shadow of Friendſhip; and 

this Diſcovery was attended with many Ag- 
gravations; for it now baniſhed all Pro- 
ſpect of his eldeſt Son's future Welfare, 
which was almoſt the laſt remaining Com- 
tort he had harboured and cheriſhed i in his. 
diſtreſſed Boſom. | 
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Mr. Orgueil took Care alſo to accompany 
this Information with inſulting Inſinuations 
and fly Reproaches, for his having been ſo 
fooliſhly impoſed on, as to have any De- 
pendance on Ratchf*s Friendſhip ; ſhewing 
a kind of Indignation that David did not 
think it ſufficient to have ſuch a Patron as 


| himſelf, 


One of the many Bleſſings ſuch ſort of 
Friends as Orgueil generouſly beſtow on a 
diſtreſſed Mind, is the inſiſting that when 
they condeſcend to honour with their No- 
tice a Man inferior in Fortune (eſpecially if 
fo much inferior as to be in a kind of Diſ- 
treſs) he ſhould reſt perfectly contented with 
whatever little they think proper to do for 
him, although it ſhould not prove half 
enough to keep his Family from ſtarving : 
for Men of this turn of Mind, look on it 
as a Reproof, that a Man whom they deign 
to call Friend, fhould in any Extremity 
whatever apply to another Patron, although 
they are conſcious that they themſelves will 
go but a very little way in relieving him 
trom that Extremity. - 


Such Dependance is Slavery, worſe than 
working in the Gallies : all Endeavours to 
F. pleaſe 
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pleaſe are vain : if you exert yourſelf, and 
take any one Step without previouſly con- 
ſulting theſe Patrons, this they condemn as 
throwing them off, and ſeeking other Pro- 
tection : and if you entirely depend upon 
them, they accuſe you of Imprudence, in 
that you ſeem to think them bound to pro- 
vide for you. And the true Source of all 
this odd Behaviour ſeems to be, that ſuch 
Friends do not deſire that a Man they chuſe 
for a Slave, ſhould be provided for ; bur 
that he ſhould be kept on in a dependent 
State, with only barely enough to prevent 
his being ſtarved, and by that means eſ- 
caping their Power. The gaining ſuch 
nominal Friends 


Is a Cenſummation devoutly to be ſhun'd 


by all Men who are not in Love with Sla- 
very; and ſo very moderate a Proportion 
of Fortune would have been ſufficient for 
David, that Orgueil's Rule of Rectitude for- 
bid him doing half ſo much for him, as it 
would have ſuffered him to have done for a 
Man who would have thought himſelf mi- 
ſerable with treble the Sum that would have 
rendered David and his Family content and 


happy. 


But 
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But from this Inſtant David Simple de- 
termined never more to have any Converſe 
with Mr. Ratcliff ; for he was perfectly con- 
vinced, that no good could ever come from 
the Man who harboured Treachery in his 
Boſom. But juſt as David had formed this 
Reſolution, Mr. Ratchff ſent a handſome 
Preſent for his God-ſon, at the ſame Time 
writing to David, deſiring he might be im- 
mediately ſent to London. * 


Notwithſtanding the Timidity that had 
ſeized David's Mind on the Account of his 
diſtreſſed Family; yet was he not ſo totally 
conquered as to ſuffer his Son to be edu— 
cated under the Tuition of ſuch a Man as 
Mr. Ratcliff. He knew temporary Misfor- 
tunes were never irrecoverable; but that the 
young Mind of his Son ſhould be warped 
and byaſſed by wrong Principles, and his 
Heart ſhould be corrupted by Treachery, 
was much more dreaded by him than any 
Diſtreſs whatever; even although the 
Weight of that Diſtreſs lay at that Inſtant 
heavy on him, and was not philoſophically 
deſcanted on in the midſt of a comfortable 
Plenty; and with all his fatherly Affection 
he would have made it his Choice to have 
beheld his Son in Job's Condition, whilſt 

1 


Chap. 10. of Davin SiMPLE 142 
he preſerved his Integrity, rather than have 
ſeen him revelling in all the Luxuries of 


the Earth, by treacherous and diſhoneſt 
Means. 


Camilla, ſoftened for her Child's Diſtreſs, 
wavered in her Thoughts, and was ſome- 
what inclined to comply with his God- 
father's Requeſt (no Wonder that ſhe un- 
willingly parted with this only, the leaſt 
| probable Proſpect of his future Proſperity ) : 
but there was no Danger ſhe ſhould long 
preſerve this Inclination, when ſhe found 
her Huſband was firmly bent againſt giving 
up his Son into ſuch Hands. 


But in the mean time young Peter fell ill 
of the Small- pox; fo that if his Father had 
not made a Reſolution (which nothing could 
have prevailed with him to alter) againſt 
his going, it would, for the preſent at leaſt, 
have been impoſſible. 


David did not deſign even to take Notice 
of Mr. Ratchff*s Letter: it was a Correſ- 
pondence his Soul abhorred, and which had 
not ſubſiſted ſo long, had not the State of 
Timidity before- mentioned, taken from him 
the Power of acting what, in his oven Judg- 
ment, he thought beſt. But Camilla pre- 

voailed 
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vailed on him to fuffer her to write a civil 
Anſwer to Mr. Ratchf, and to inform him 
that the Boy was at preſent too ill to take 
ſuch a Journey, and they were apprehenſive 
was breeding the Small-pox. To which 
Letter, by the very Return of the Poſt, 
Camilla received from Mr. Ratchff the fol- 
lowing Anſwer. 


Madam, 


« INGRATITUDE is ſo common a 
& Vice in this World, that no Man, who has 
% any Experience, can be ſurpriſed at it, 
e otherwiſe I ſhould have been greatly aſto- 
% niſhed at the Contents of your Letter. I 
did not expect, after my repeated Marks 
* of Kindneſs to your Boy, and ſome Be- 
„ nefactions to yourſelf and Huſband, ſince 
& your reduced Circumſtances (which are 
* too much the Effects of your own Impru- 
% dence, to deſerve any Campaſſion ; nor 
e would meet with it, but from ſuch tender- 
“ hearted Fools as myſelf.) 1 did not ex- 
“ pect, I fay, to have been inſulted by a 
„ Refuſal of the Boy's Company, when I 
« did him the Honour to deſire it. I do 
not pretend to gueſs what your Schemes 
« are (wiſe ones, no doubt!) or how you | 

; | inten 
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tend to educate your Son and Heir: but 
J plainly ſee, by your Letter, that this 
Illneſs is trumpt up as a Pretence to keep 
the Boy from me — and much Good 
may you reap from your Wiſdom but 
remember, 1 am not to be impoſed on, 
or (whenever you pleaſe to change your 
Mind) to be wheedled into looking on 
the worthleſs Brat any more ; for from 
this Hour I renounce him, | 


* The Son of ſuch Parents muſt have 

been no other than a Plague to'me, had 
you not, by your own wiſe Behaviour, 
acquitted me from the Promiſe my Com- 
paſſion and miſtaken Opinion of you in- 
duced me to make, of providing for him; 
which I never would have refuſed doing, 
had you not ungratefuily taken him out 


of my Hands. 


ce I know you are both too wiſe to take 


Advice, or I would ſtill endeavour to be 
of ſome Service to you: but I can 
only once more repeat, that you muſt 
remember, it is your own Fault that you 
have no longer a Friend in 


Peter Ratcliff. 


Wy. « P. g. 
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„% P. S. I know not but you may have 
« rewarded all my dear Wite's good 
Offices to you, with her Deſtruc- 
& tion; for, by my being abroad, ſhe 
* unfortunately opened your Leiter, 
„ and I found her in Fits on my Re- 
„ turn, with the Fright of ſeeing the 
« Name of the Small-pox in your 
© careleſs written Letter: and | 
«© know too, ſhe has never had that 


as 3 7 


=— 


Notwithſtanding the Inſults and ill- natur- 
ed Inſinuations in this Letter, yet ſo very 
fearful was Camilla of doing an Injury, that 
ſhe would really have been concerned at the 
Poſtſcript, could ſhe have had but the moſt 
diſtant Thought that by her Means any fa- 
tal Conſequence could poſſibly have hap- 
pened. And ſhe had heard ſo many Sto- 
ries, well atteſted, of Perſons being ſeized 
with the Small- pox by the Force of their 
Imaginations, that ſhe would have had ſome 
Fears, leſt that ſhould have been Mrs. Rat- 


cliſt's Caſe, had it not been for one Circum- |Þ 


ſtance, namely, that ſhe knew Mrs. Rat- 
cliff had long ago had that Diſtemper, and 
ad viſible Marks of it in her Face; though, 


in 
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in order to have an Opportunity of making 
herſelf of Conſequence by her affected 
Frights and Fears, ſhe inſiſted on it, that 


they were only Marks of the Chicken- 
Pp. 


Mr. Ratcliff was rather a luxurious than 
an avaricious Man; and as by the Death of 
his Father he became poſſeſſcd of his Eſtate 
as ſoon as he was of Age, in all Probabili- 
ty he would have ruined himſelf by the Pro- 
tuſeneſs of his Expences, had he not mar- 
ried a young Woman, whoſe oreat Beauty 
had inſpired him with the Height of a Paſ- 
ſion called Love. The Match, on her Side, 
was conſented to entirely for Intereſt ; and 
ſhe had no more Love for him than for any 
other Man poſſeſſed of an equal Eſtate. But 
as her Diſpoſition did not much lead her 
to Love, and ſhe gave him no kind of 
Cauſe for Jealouſy, Mr. Ratchiff was per- 
fectly contented, and ſhe gained an unli- 
mited Influence over him; and as Mrs. 
Ratcliff called all Expences unneceſſary, 
but ſuch as tended to adorn her own Per- 
Jon, ſhe reſtrained both her own and her 

Huſband's Hands from _ other ſort of 
Extravagance. 


H 2 When 
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When Mr. Ralclif became firſt acquaint- 
ed with David, he liked his Company enough 
to fancy he had an Affection for him. Dur- 
ing David's Law- Suit, Mr. Ratclißß, ſpirit- 
ed up by his Paſſion, was really eager for 
his carrying it on, and talked himſelf into an 
Indignation, that his Friend ſhould be im- 
poſed on. Nay, when firſt David's Diſtreſs 
began to oppreſs him, he fel: ſome little 
Compaſſion for him, aſſiſted him in ſome 
Degree, and comforted him greatly by giv- 
ing him the pleaſing Proſpect that he would 


provide for his eldeſt Son. 


Mrs. Ratcliff greatly encouraged the No- 
tice Mr. Ratcliff took of his God-ſon; for 
as ſhe had no Children of her own, the great 
Perplexity and Fear of her Life was, leſt 
he ſhould make his Siſter's Son his Heir: 
for, by various artful Contrivances and In- 
ventions ſhe had made him quarrel with all 
his Family. But as ſhe was conſcious that 
her own Contrivances, and not any Offence 
on their Part, had blown up all theſe Quar- 
rels, ſhe lived in continual Dread leſt any 
Accident ſhould open her Huſband's Eyes, 
and, by the breaking out of the Truth, a 

eneral Reconciliation ſhould be effected. 


Mrs. Ratcliff plainly perceived by Camilla's 
Letter, 
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Letter, though it was written with the ut- 
moſt Civility, that ſhe had no Intention of 
ſending up her Son; and ſhe was afraid, if 
Mr. Ratchff ſhould take this Denial, and 
fend no more for his God-ſon, that he would 
be more forward to be reconciled to the 
Mother of his natural Heir. And it was 
Fear of this (and not of the Small-pox, 
which ſhe knew ſhe had already had) that 
had thrown her into the Agonies in which 
her Huſband found her on his Return 


home. 


| When Mr. Ratcliff firſt promiſed David 
to ſolicit that Place for him (as the Per- 
ſon poſſeſſing it, although old and fick- 
ly, was yet living) ) he really had a faint 
Image of keeping that Promiſe : but when 
it became vacant, and the Friend whom he 
_ ſolicited gave him an immediate Hope of 
ſucceeding, a ſudden Thought aroſe in his 
Mind, that as it was a Sine- Cure, and would 
coſt Fun no Trouble, he might full as well 
accept it himſelf. Many Accidents concur- 
ed toward ſtrengthening this Thought. 
Darid was abſent — and although it was 
impoſſible ſuch an Action could be always 
concealed, yet that the Danger of the Dif- 
covery was at a Diſtance, made a very eſ- 


ſential Difference. Then Mrs. Ratcliff*s 
H 3 _— - 
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beſt Friend and moſt intimate Acquaintance 
was juſt married to a Gentleman of a much 
larger Fortune than Mr. RatclifPs, and was 
preparing to be introduced at Court as high 
ly adorned as her Huſband's Fortune could 
admit. 


Mrs. Ratclif, from this Accident, found 
out that ſhe was in great Neceſſity of a lar- 
ger Fortune; which Diſcovery ſhe had no 
ſooner made, than ſhe contrived, in his Fits 
of Fondneſs, to convey to her Huſband : 
for had he been Samſon, his Wife might 
eaſily have acted the Part of Dalilab. 


Mr. Ratcliff having entertained a ſtrong, 
Inclination to let his Goddeſs out ſhine her 
Friend in Brightneſs, the Arguments that 
it would not be at all wrong in him to ac- 
cept that Place himſelf, which he had at 
firit ſolicited for David, all with redoubled 
Strength occurred to his Mautern. He be- 
gan to > think it was too much for his Friend 
to have the whole Place; and he made him- 
{elf believe, that he would allow him enough 
out cf it, to make him and his little Fami- 


ly happy; and that by the having it in his 


own Poſſeſſion, he ſhould be enabled to do 
a more general Good. 


Then 
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Then a perplexed Heap of Notions 
crowded into his Mind, about Juſtice, In- 
juſtice, Prudence, Imprudence, Friendſhip, 
and Benevolence; till at laſt theſe confuſed 
Notions produced a fixed Opinion, that 
Partiality ſhould not make a Man lay 
out his whole Stock of Generoſity on 
one Family; but that his Benevolence 
ſhould flow more univerſally. Theſe and 
more ſuch like Arguments had almoſt con- 
quered, when they were reinforced by 
another, which t roved fo ſtrong, it was ir- 


reſiſtible. 


When Mr. Ratchf firſt Wucht this Fa- 
vour of the great Man, he had not poſi- 
tively ſaid, whether it was for himlelf or 
another : yet he at that Time very well 
knew, that his Friend did not in the leaſt 
underſtand that he was foliciting for him- 
felf, But now Mr. Ratchf found a Me- 
thod of making himſelf believe that his 
Friend the great Man poſitively thought he 
intended this Place for himſelf; and there- 
fore that he was bound in Duty and Juſtice 
to accept it. And the Treachery that had 
a little before clearly appeared to be on the 
Side of his breaking his Word with David 
Simple, he now ſuddenly, * ſome hocus- 

H 4 pocus 
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cus Trick, conveyed quite to the other 


Side of the Queſtion; and by that Means 
put a Total Stop to all farther Delibera- | 


tions. 


Mr. Ratclif had juſt been practiſing this 
| Legerdemain, when he received that Letter 
of David's, ſetting forth his own Circum- 
ſtances, which has been already mentioned, 
The very Sight of David's Hand was odi- 
ous to his Eyes, which will clearly account 
for the kind of Letter he wrote in Anſwer; 
and from that Day forward the Image of 
what David would think of him, When the 
whole Truth came out, joined to the Re- 
fection, that David Simple partly owed his 
Ruin to his repeatedly adviſing, and almoſt 
forcing him to carry on his Law. Suit, cre- 
ated in his Mind ſomething ſo like an in- 
veterate Hatred, that it had all the Effects 
of it, and entirely blotted from his Memo- 
ry his fancied Intention of allowing, out of 
the Profits of the Place, any thing at all to 
David. | 


But yet Mr. Ratch 5 knew not very well 
which Way to get rid of his Promiſe about 
his God fon. It may, perhaps, at firſt 
appear very abſurd, that for this Purpoſe 
alone he ſent for him to Town. But it is 
| OT. certainly 
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certainly true, that when a Man has a Mind 
to act harſhly or treacherouſly by another, 
he will endeavour, for his own Juſtification, 
to find ſome Method of making that Per- 
ſon appear at leaſt to have offended him. 
Now this Method is much eaſier to be 
found when the Perſon deſtined to be thus. 
treated, is preſent, than when he is abſent ;. 
and I can venture to aſſure my Reader, that 
if David Simple had ſent his Son to Mr. 
Ratcliſt, the Boy would ſoon have returned 
to his Father, ſtigmatized with an Accuſa- 
tion of the higheſt and blackeſt Ingrati- 
tude. 


But poor little Peter eſcaped all future 
Misfortunes, for the Small pox proved fa- 
tal to him, and the very Day after his 
Death Camilla received Mr. Ratchfs laſt 
Letter, filled with Reproaches, and wrote 
with an Intention to ſtrike Daggers into 


their Hearts. It ſeems as if at ſuch a time 


this ſhould have afforded them but ſmall 
Comfort; yet ſo it happened, that this. 
was one of the greateſt Comforts they 
could have received; for it was ſo ſtrong 
a Picture of Mr. Ratchf*s Heart, that 

David, in the Joy that his Son had eſ- 
caped all Poſſibility of having his young 
H 5; Mind. 
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Mind corrupted by being formed under 
ſuch a Hand, ſmothered his Grief for his 
Lols. 1 


From this Time David Simple buried 
Mr. Ratchff in his Thoughts as much as 
poſſible. Hatred and Indignation found 
in Datid's Breaſt a barren Soil, in which 
they could take no Root; and whenever 
Mention was made of any Friend, by 
whom he had been deceived, his conſtant 
Anſwer was, That they had been long 
„buried to him: * cha he confeſſed 

he was beſt pleaſed with Abſence from. 
his dead Friends, and did not chuſe to be 
{haunted by the Ghoſts of what he once 
thought them. 


Genuine Love can never be ſo entirely | 
extinguiſhed, but that ſome Sparks of it 
will remain, and the Idea of Mr. Ratchff*s 
treacherous Behaviour would ſometimes force 
its Way into David's Mind; when he could 
not help admitting a tranſitory melancholy 


Reflection at ſuch an additional Inſtance of 
Deceit. | | 


But on the contrary, whenever the leaſt 


Image of Dar id, or his Misfortunes, aroſe 


/in 


r 
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in the Mind of Mr. Ratchf it conſtant- 
ly produced the higheſt Indignation ; an 
Indignation that encreaſed on every Con- 


ſideration: for Hatred formed in the man- 


ner Mr, Ralcliff's was, is more unconquer- 
able than all the Monſters the Poets feign to 
have been overcome by Hercules. 


— 
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Hi which is a Letter from Cynthia. 


AVID and Camilla were converfing 
D: on the Subject of the laſt Chapter of 

our laſt Book, and could not help 
(even with all their Experience of the 
World) being ſomething aſtoniſhed at ſuch 
an Inſtance of Perfidy as they found in Mr. 
Ratclif, when their Thoughts were driven 
into another Channel by the Receipt of the 
following Letter from Cynthia. | 


57 My dear F riends, 
« AS I am ſenſible of your Anxiety on 


my Account, I cannot reſiſt any 1 2 
* tunity 
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tunity of converſing with you, although 
my favourite Inducement of writing, 

namely, the having it in my Power to 
communicate Chearfulneſs and Joy to my 
Friends, is wanting: but hgh I can- 
not acquaint you with any News, at pre- 
ſent, capable of giving you Pleaſure, yet 
I will impart ſome Comfort to you, by 
aſſuring you, that I ſtruggle as much as 
poffible againſt my being ſunk by my 
Misfortunes, and {till find one Allay to 
them, in that I am not an additional 
Burthen to thoſe who are already over- 
loaded. 


« Although this INand | is reputed famous 
for Hoſ;- -itality to Strangers, yet I have 


experienced more Inhumanity and Inſult 
than I could have expected from the dif- 


ferent Reception we at firſt met with. 


At the Time when I loft my Valentine, 


you may eaſily imagine that the Behavi- 


our of the Acquaintance I-had contract- 


ed ſince my Arrival here, had very little 


Power to move a Mind ſo full already 
as mine was. But I art found 
every Countenance was ſo perfectly chang- 


ed towards me, that I ſeemed as much a 
Stranger here as at firſt, I could not well 


account for it; and indeed my Thoughts 


5 were 
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were too much fixed, and my Heart too. 


much rent to ſuffer me to reflect much 
about it. 


% But at the Time when I was moſt in- 
capable of looking into worldly Affairs, 


a Lawyer, who had profeſſed himſelf a. 


great Friend to my Valentine, and who. 
had undertaken the Management of our 
Plantation, on my deſiring him to make 
up our Accounts (by which Means I 
hoped to have ſet out in the Ship which. 
brings this Letter, with three hundred. 
Pounds in. my Pocket) brought me in. 
Debtor to him Seventy Pounds. The. 
very Night before my dear Huſband was, 
taken ill, he had told me that he intend- 
ed to ſettle with | his Lawyer the next Day, 
in order to remit you. a Bill for whatever 
Sum! in his Power you wanted. 


et was impoſſible for me to contend 
with this Man; for, beſides his being one 
of the richeſt, he bears the Character of 
being one of the honeſteſt Men in his 
Profeſſion ; and on the Dependance of 
his fair Character (moſt foully and hy- 


pocritically acquired) he had the Aſſur- 


ance to tell me, that he owned (but. he 
took Care no Witneſs ſhould be by) that 


he 
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he had formed that Account with an In- 
« tent of getting me into his Power; and 
« that he would never infiſt on my paying 
«* him the Balance, if J would comply with 
« his Conditions. Nay, he went ſo far as 
to confeſs that all his Friendſhip to Va- 
& [entine was a Pretence on my Account; 


and this the Monſt r expected 1 ſhould 
6 look on as a great Favour, 


e When I conſider to whom I am writ- 
« ing, I know I need not ſay what was my 
« Indignation and Aſtoniſhment at the au- 
« dacious Wickedneſs of this Angelo; nor 
« how I behaved; but outraged by being 
« totally diſappointed in his Hopes, he 
& dared me to a Diſcovery ; ſaid, he doubt- 
“ ed not but his Character would ſupport 
him againſt any thing I ſhould fay ; and 
« that I might think myſelf highly obliged 
4 to him, after the Contempt I treated him 
« with, if he did not ſue me for the Balance 
* of the Account; bur as to that, I might 
< reſt eaſy, for it would pay him better to | 
„have it known (and he ſhould take Care 
4 to publiſh it) that he had preſented the 
poor Widow with ſeventy Pounds.“ 


« Now the Myſtery was all cleared up, 
ons 1 could trace the Alteration in all my 
« Acquaintance z 
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Acquaintance : for I made no doubt but 
this Man of a fair Character had already 
ſpread the News of my extreme Poverty 
through the Iſland. Oh! my Friends 
how did I at that Inſtant rejoice, that my 
dear little Infant Cyn/hia could never be 
inſulted ! that ſhe was fallen into the 


' Hands of God, and could never fall into 


the Hands of Men! 


< Bur as the Maſter of the Veſſel kindly 


offered to give me my Paſſage home, this 


Diſappointment in my Affairs ſhould not 


have changed my Reſolution in ſetting 
out for England, for I could think with 
Pleaſure of aſſiſting my dear Camilla, and 


contributing by my Labour to our ge- 


neral Support 3 but was ſeized with ſuch 
a Weakneſs in all my Limbs, that I am 
told I have little Reaſon to hope for the 
Recovery of them ; which has determin- 
ed me to accept of an Invitation Mrs. 
Darling (the richeſt Widow in this 
Place) has given me, of being, at leaſt 


1 for the preſent, with her. 


Lc 
40 
* 


Mrs. Darkling expreſſed herſelf ſo 


kindly, and ſeemed to have ſuch a Feel- 
ing of my preſent Circumſtances, that I 


* flattered myſelf I had found ſomething 


* like 
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like a Friend; and could not help ac- 
quainting her with the ae and 
cruel Uſage of Mr. Drayton (for that was 
the Name of my Lawyer), On which 
ihe drew up herſelf into a contemptuous 
Poſture, and, with an Air of Diſdain, 
adviſed me, as a Friend, not to let my 
Vanity tempt me to expoſe myſelf, by 
telling ſuch an incredible Story to any 
other, leſt i: ſhould meet with a more ſe- 
vere Cenfure than that ſhe would pais on 
it, conſidering how kind Mr, Crayton 
had been in forgiving me the ſeventy 
Pounds : but added, that ſhe had always 
accuſtomed herſelf to look on the moſt 
favourable Side of any one's Actions, 
would impute it to Vanity, which was 
a Failing ſhe knew how to forgive; and 
being above it herſelf, ſhe pitied thoſe 
who were poſſeſſed of 1 it, provided it did 
not riſe to any very high Degree. | 


&« could almoſt have imagined I heard 
Mrs. Orgueil ſpeaking ; but ſuch kind of 
Women are the Growth of every Cli- 
mate ; and I believe it is my Fate eter- 
nally to meet with them. But don't, my 
Friends, let your kind Aﬀection towards 
me, give you unneceſſary Anxieties on my 
Account; the ſtrongeſt Stroke wy Heart 
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« 1s capable of feeling, is already ſtruck in 


the Loſs of my dear and ever kind Huſ- 


„ band; and all other Things, but the 
„Welfare of your Family, are become al- 


moſt indifferent in my Eyes; and ia eve- 


* ry kind of Misfortune, in every inhuman 
<< Inſulr I can poſſibly meet with, it is not 
in the Power of any Cruelty to take from 
e me the Conſolation I feel by the Conſi- 


deration that my Valentine knows not my 


Diſtreſſes, and therefore cannot be hurt 


„ by them: and I cheriſh yet ſome Hope, 
that we ſhall meet again in Peace and 
„Plenty. All my ſweet little Couſins are 
„ ſtrongly in my Remembrance, and parti- 
* cularly my innocent Companion, my 
young Camilla: and, with a Heart as lit 
18 tle daunted as poſſible, 


« I am ſincerely your 85 
Cynthia. 


On the Race of Cynthia's Letter, al- 
though ſhe endeavoured, even in that Situ- 
ation, to throw ſome kind of Chearfulneſs 
into it, and avoided, as much as poſlible, 
drawing any frightful Pictures of Diſtreſs, 
David and Cam! E were both highly ſenſible 
of her Situation; and David wrote to her 


in ſuch Terms to come home, as he thought 


the 
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ſhe could not reſiſt. He told her, that al- 
though he could not have the Pleaſure of 


promiſing her a Protection from Poverty, 


yet from Inſult he could and would protect 
her. But the chief Inducement he made 
Uſe of, was the ſtrongeſt Y ſſurance, that 
now her Abſence would produce no Ad- 
vantage to herſelf, neither he nor Camilla 
could have a Moment's Peace unleſs ſhe re- 


turned to them. 


David and Camilla knew enough of ſuch 
Characters as that of the Lady mentioned in 


Cynthia's Letter, not to have one Grain of 


Truſt in them. And although their own 
Diftreſs was great, yet was their Confider- 


ation and Feeling for Cynthia full as great as 


if they had been in any other Situation. 


It is impoſſible to expreſs the Joy that was 
diffuſed through all the younger Part of the 
Family, on hearing that Cynthia would re- 
turn; for little Camilla loved her Aunt with. 


a molt warm Affection. 


"CHAP. 
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CH N 


David again enjoys his [avourite Pleaſure of 
relieving one of his Fellow Creatures in Di- 

ſtreſs, with the Conſequences that attend- 
ed it. 


O NE Evening, after David and Camilla 

had ſeparately performed even a hard 
Day's Labour, they were ſitting before 
their little Gate, or rather Wicket; their 
Children too enjoying themſelves with chear- 
ful Hearts, although with Homely Fare, when 
they were accoſted by a wretched Beggar. 
Tattered Raggs were his Cloathing, and 
pale Indigence peeped through his Eyes; 
he intreated them, for the Love of Chriſt, 
to relieve him, and, with a faint Voice, told 
the following Story. 


© How wretchedly have I been deceived 
by Fortune! I was bred up in Affluence, 
* with a Proſpect of a good Eſtate; but, 
<. when I was very young, placed my At- 
| £ fections 
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tections on a young Woman, in whom 
Envy would have been puzzled to have 
found a Fault. She returned my Aﬀec- 
tion, and we were married ; but my Fa- 
ther, inexorable to all Intreaties, both 
diſinherited and baniſhed us for ever from 
his Sight. Jet I was far from being mi- 
ſerable; my Wife's Merit more than an- 
ſwered my Expectation; we joined in 
mutual Labours; reciprocal Love made 
us Amends for the Want of Fortune: we 
forgot our former Station, and were hap- 


PY. 
« We had four beautiful Children, whom 


we intended to preſerve from Want, by 
teaching them to earn their Bread by La- 
bour. But about a Twelve-month azo 
an Uncle of my Wife's, who had -*3 
quired a great Fortune in Scotland, ſent 
for us, with a Promiſe of making an 
ample Proviſion for us and our Children. 
We immediately ſold all the little we had 
to enable us to bear the Expences of the 
Journey, and ſet forwards toward Scot- 
land: but before we reached thither, the 
old Gentleman died. By all the Circum- 
ſtances we could gather, I believe he left 
my Wife all he was worth, for he was 


Py very 
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very fond of her from an Infant, But a 
profligate Nephew, whom he had not 
admitted to his Houſe tor halt a Year paſt, 
produced a Will in his own Favour; and 
alrhough by all the Circumſtances we 
could put together, we had great Rea- 
ſon to think this Will a vile Forgery ; 


yet being deſtitute of both Money and 


Friends, we had no Means of bringing 
it to a legal Proof; and from him we met 
with nothing but Inſult. Therefore, as 
ſoon as it was poſſible, we ſet out on our 


Return: but, between Diſtreſs and Fa- 


tigue, my Wife was over- powered, and 


I loſt her: all my Children too failed in 


CC 


the Way ; my laſt Support, my youngeſt 
Gul, my deareſt Peggy, the Image of her 
Mother, the Darling of my Soul, periſn- 
ed for Want, not ten Miles from this 
Place. I am now helpleſs, deſtitute of 
every Comfort, loſt to every Hope, and 
yet there ſtill remains in me natural Ap- 


petite enough to wiſh to be relieved from 
this unealy Pain of Hunger.” 


This poor Man's Language proved, that 


he had not had a vulgar Education, and his 


meagre Looks moved the Hearts of our lit- 


tle Society to give him Credit. They were all 


** "a 
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at that Inſtant as much actuated by Compaſ- 
ſion as ever a Miſer was by Avarice, or an 
ambitious Man by his Purſuit of Grandeur. 
And, uncommon as is the Example, they 
even forgot their own Diſtreſſes, or for the 
preſent found them light in the Compariſon. 
Scanty as their own Portion was, they could 
not forbear letting this wretched Object of 
Miſery partake of it: and young Camilla, 
who had juſt ſoaked ſome ſtale Bread in 
ſkim'd Milk, for her own and her Brother's 
Supper, forgot her Hunger, and gave her 
own Portion to the Beggar ; and little Da- 
vid, who was but five Years old, on the 
poor Man's Deſcription of his youngeſt 
Girl, was warmed with the Remembrance 
of his chief Companion in innocent Play, 
his dear little Siſter Fanny, and cried out, 
« Pray, poor Man, take my Meſs too.” 
But even Hunger could not make the Fa- 
ther (though now only ſo in Remembrance) 
take the Food from the Infants Mouths ; 

which ſo ſtrongly convinced David of his 
Honeſty, and the Truth of his Story, that 
his whole Heart was open towards him. 


The poor Man, refreſhed with Fcod, 
| begged of David one Favour further, name- 
ly, that, if he had any Barn or Out-houſe, 

"ml 
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he would ſuffer him there to reſt his weary 
Limbs. On which little David, holding 
up both his Hands, again cried out, <* Do, 
ce pray, Papa, let the poor Man lay with- 
% in Doors, and be kept warm; I'll ſpare 
„ him any thing, and lay more cold my- 
« ſelf.” David, in the Warmth of his 
Heart, was going to comply, but ſuddenly 
recollecting, that, whilſt he lived in this 
World, ſome Caution in his Dealings with 
his Fellow Creatures was abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary, he put a Stop to the gratifying his 
own Inclinations, and dared not ſo far truſt 
a Stranger; but could not refuſe the poor 
_ fatigued | Creature the hoſnital Harbour of a 
little thatched Place without Doors, where, 
in warm Straw, he might ſhelter himſelf 
from any Inclemencies of the Sky. 


A peculiar Chearfulneſs animated David 
and his Camilla that Evening, from the 
Conſideration, that all their Diſtreſs and 
Poverty had not utterly robbed them of 
the Power of affording ſome friendly Pro- 
tection to one of their Species. And this 
Accident awakened the Remembrance of 
the many Pleaſures of this kind WE had 
once enjoyed. 


Vol. V. 1 The 
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Thenext Morning the poor Man intend- 
£d to return his Thanks, and take Leave of 
his kind Benefactor; but by the Refreſhment - 
he had received, and the quiet Night's Re- 
poſe he had enjoyed, he found himſelf reviv- 
ed to ſuch a Degree, that he was capable of 
labouring with his Hands, and intreated 
b David, that he would, for that one Day at 

leaſt, give him Leave to exert the Strength 
he had by his means acquired, in his Ser- 
vice; and he would ſhew him ſome Me- 
chods of Gardening, which would hereafter 
ſave both Expence and Trouble, and make 
every Foot of his ſmall Portion of Land 


much more profitable. 


David, from ſtrictly obſerving this poor 
Man's every Word and Look, was con- 
vinced that he was poſſeſſed of an honeſt and 
a grateful Heart, and therefore made no 
Scruple of granting his Requeſt; and he 
that Day, and the two following, joined 
both in his Labour and homely Repaſt, 
which he more than fully earned by the Aſ- 
ſiſtance and Inſtruction he gave David; and 
in the Evening he again retired to his Straw 
Habitation. 

I 
But 
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But now that tall Lady with the hundred 
Eyes and Ears, mentioned by Virgil, who 
is well known to be the Publiſher of the 
Tranſactions of Kings and Heroes, con- 
deſcended to look into David's humble 
Garden, and ſwiftly bore the Tale to Mr. 
Orgueil and Mr. Nichols, that David had 
hired a Servant: and I will not poſitively 
affirm, but I verily believe, that the afore- 
ſaid Lady, not clearly diſtinguiſhing the 
Beggar's tattered Rags, ſaid that David 
had cloathed him in a Livery ; nay, it 
would not have been very unlike her uſual 


Cuſtom, if ſhe had added a good Quantity 


of Lace to it. 


This Report had no other Effect on Mr. 
Orgueil, but to make him ſhake his Head, 
aad ſay, There could be no End to David 
* Simple's imprudent Actions, whilſt he 
*« entertained his own romantic Notions, 
and would take no Advice.” But Mr. 
Nichols took a Step, on hearing this Re- 
port, which affected David's Family more 
ſenſibly than could Mr. Orgueil's bare Opi- 
nion. For on the third Day after this poor 
Man had worked in David's Garden (and 
had taken his Leave, in order the next 
Morning to have purſued his Journey) as 
2 ſoon 
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ſoon as it was dark Night, and David and 
his Family were retiring to Bed, he heard a 
gentle Tap at the Door, and David think- 
ing it was the poor Man, who might have 
ſomething farther to ſay, opened it, when 
a ſtrange Man puſhed himſelf into the 
Houſe, and bid him not be alarmed, but 
he had, from Mr. Nichols, an Execution 
on his Goods; but as Mr. Nichols ſcorned 
to do an ill- natured Action, he had ordered 
him, if he could get a Bed there, on no 
Account to turn them out of their Houſe 
that N *. 


Camilla was at this Time putting her 
Children to bed; and David fearing her 
Surprize from ſo rough a Viſitant, begged 
the Man to ſpeak in a lower Voice; and 
aſked him, if there was any Thing within 
his Power to give, that would bribe him 
not to turn them that Night out of their 
Bed; that he might, for ſome Hours, con- 
ceal this cruel Stroke from his dear Wife. . 
The Fellowed anſwered, that he was very Þ 
ready to fit all Night by the Kitchen Fire, 
and would leave it to his own Generoſity to 
pay him as he deſerved. David felt ſome 
Comfort even in this Misfortune, to find F 
he had fallen into the Hands of a Fellow | 
who ſeemed to have more Civility and Hu- 
manity 
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manity than, by Report, he expected to 
have met with, in Men of his Office; and, 

having expreſſed his Thanks for this Piece 
of Kindneſs, he was haſtening up Stairs to 
his Camilla, when ſhe came to the Kitchen 
Door, and, ſeeing a ſtrange Man, ſtarted 
back with ſome Emotion. David was now 
forced to inform her of the true Cauſe ob 
the Man's being there: but as they knew 
Mr. Nichols's Power of over them, they, 
knew alſo the Poſſibility of his exerting that 
Power, and had therefore before armed 
themſelves againſt ſuch a Blow too much to: 


be overwhelmed with it ; and ſtealing 


gently by their Childrens Room, for fear 


of waking them, retired to their own Cham- 


ber. 


The Reader muſt be very little acquaint-- 
ed with the Diſpoſition of David Simple and 
his Wife, if he thinks it unnatural or im- 
poſſible that in their Situation they were 
fallen into a ſound Sleep. But fo it really 
was; and they had not been long in that 
ſweet Repoſe which Labour and Innocence- 
of Mind ever, in ſpite of outward Acci- 


dents, will procure, when they were alarm- 


ed by a Cry of Fire. As ſoon as the Sound 


reached their Ears, did the Image of their 


Childrens Danger touch their Hearts : they 
: 1113 were 
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were lying to ſave them; but had no ſooner 


opened their own Door, than they ſaw the 


Fire burſting from the very Door of the 


Chamber where their Children lay. They 
were juſt on the Brink of plunging into the 


Flames to ſeek them (for their preſent 
Agony gave them no Time for Reflection) 
but running out of the Houſe, they haſten- 
ed to the out- ſide of the Window, in order 
to get in to their Aſſiſtance. What Words 
can now deſcribe the preſent Agonies of 
their Minds, on ſeeing the Fire blazing 
with the utmoſt Violence from the Window 


of the Cloſet and Chamber where all their 


Care was placed! This was too much for 
the gentle Spirits of Camilla, and ſhe fell 
lifelefs on the Ground. Her Huſband 
catched her in his Arms, and bore her out 
of the Reach of the Flames, which were 
ſo violent that he felt himſelf ſcorched by 
their Heat. David found no returning Life 
in his Camilla, and the Hurry and Deſpe- 
ration of his Mind in a Situation ſo devoid 


of Hope or Comfort, almoſt drove him to 


ruſh back into the Flames, when he heard 
a Voice cry out, Where are you, Sir? 

SO O fave yourſelf, your Children are all in 
% Safety.” This heavenly Sound reached 


allo the Ears of the fainting Camilla. She 
revived 
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revived ; ſhe flew with her Huſband after 
the Guide, who was no other than the poor 
old Man, and he conducted them ſafely to 
Farmer Dunſter's, where their Tranſport, on 
the Sight of their Children, was as inexpreſ- 
| fible as was their Agony when they ima 
gined them deſtroyed by the mercileſs, de- 
vouring F . 


1 poor Man, who lay in the Out- 
| houſe, as ſoon as he heard the diſmal Sound 
of Fire, had flown to David's Houſe, and 
getting into the Window of a ſmall Cloſer; 
in which his little Friend David lay, had 

caught him in his Arms, and awakened the 
other two Children; but could not paſs: 
from their Room to David's without going” 
through the Flames ; he therefore raiſed his- 
Voice as loud as he could in the Cry of 
Fire, and hurried the three Children out at 
that very Window, through which he 
got in to their Aſſiſtance. Young Ca- 
milla hung back, to look after her Mo- 
ther; on which the poor Man took her- 
by Force under his Arm, and, with the 
other Girl running before, conveyed them 
all to Farmer Dunſter's: as ſoon as he 
had delivered the Children into a Place of 


Safety, he haſtened back, to ſee after their 
14 Parents, 
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Parents, and gave out that Sound which 
revived Camilla, and made David for a Mo- 
ment bleſſed; namely, that their Children 
were all in Safety. 


Having now loſt their ſmall Houſe, and 
every Thing in it, David Simple might be 
{aid 


« To be ſteeped in Poverty even to the 
very Lips.” 


And J am afraid I ſhall be thought to relate 
a Thing incredible, when I ſay that Farmer 
Dunſter's Houle, at this Time, was a Scene 
of the higheſt Joy imaginable. David and 
his Camilla embraced each other, ſnatched 
their Children by Turns to their Boſoms, 
lifted up their Hands and Eyes in Thankſ- 
givings for their Deliverance ; and were ſo 
overwhelmed with Happineſs in the gene- 
ral Safety, that for the preſent their Hearts 
were too full of Delight to admit the En- 
trance of any Regret for their Loſs. 


As David's Houſe ſtood by itſelf, no 
other Damage was done, but burning that 
with all the Furniture, down to the Ground. 
And this Circumſtance of the Fire, though 


dreadtully *** for the Time, was in 
ſome 
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ſome Degree a lucky one for David and his 
Family. - For the Report of ſuch a Calami- 
ty induced many People round the Country: 
to ſend them in various kinds of Neceſſa- 
ries ; and they received at different Times 
(even from unknown Hands) Cloaths of all 
kinds. I ſay, this Fire was a lucky Circum- 
ſtance, as being a ſtriking one: for, I fear; 
had the ſame Diſtreſs ariſen (which would 
really have been the Caſe) from Mr. Ni- 
chols's having ſeized on his legal Right, the 
ſame Relief would not have followed; and 
his Imprudence would have been more 
talked of than his Misfortune. 


Neither the Cry of Fire nor the News of 
it reached Mr. Orgueil's Houle till the next 
Morning, when Mrs. Dunſter haſtened to 
let him know the Diſaſter, and that Davids 
Family were all at her Houſe. Mr. Orgueil 
firſt enquired by what Means the Accident 
happened; and being told that it was ſup- 
poſed to ariſe from the poor Man's Pipe of 
Tobacco firing the Straw where he lay, he 
could not reſtrain his Indignation and An- 
ger within Bounds: he, in the ſevereſt and 
harſheſt Terms, told Mrs. Dunſter, that ſhe 
and her Huſband ſhould for ever loſe his 
Favour, if they did not immediately diſmiſs 
from their Houſe a Man who by his Pride 

| ; 2 pi and: 
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and Obſtinacy would ruin himſelf and all 
who were connected with him. 


Now the Reaſon that Mrs. Dunſter gave 
this Account of the Fire, was that the poor 
Man, from his not, knowing any other 
Cauſe, accuſed himſelf of being the inno- 
cent Incendiary. For at the ſame time he 
was waked by the Cry of Fire, he was al- 
moſt ſuffocated with the Smoke that filled 
his own little reſting Place, which joined to 
the Back of the Kitchen Chimney. And 
remembering that he carried in with him a 
Pipe not quite ſmoaked out, he feared this, 
by falling on the Straw, might have been 
the unhappy Cauſe of the Accident. But 
the Matter of Fact really was, that the Of- 
ficer Mr. Nichols had ſent into the Houſe, 
drinking very plentifully of a Bottle of Sur- 
feit Water he had found in a Cupboard, 
was ſo intoxicated with the Strength and 
drowſy Quality of that Liquor, that he 
fell faſt afleep, and his Candle falling off 
the Table, ſet. fire to a Ruſh-bottomed 
Chair, and from one thing to another the 
Fire increaſed till the whole Kitchen was in 
a Blaze, when the drunken Fellow ran out 
of the Houſe, crying Fire! which gave 
the firſt Alarm; and, without ſtaying to 
give any Aſſiſtance, made the beſt of his | 
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Way to the firſt Alehouſe, and troubled 
not his Head any more about the Matter. 


David, in his Confuſion over Night, and 
his Anxiety for his Children's Safety, had 
even forgot the Execution from Nichols; 
but in the Morning (whilſt Mrs. Dunſter 
was gone to Mr. Orgucil's) he called up 
the Farmer, told him the Fact, and expreſſ- 
ed great Concern on Account of the poor 
Fellow that ſat up in his Kitchen, and who 
he feared (not ſeeing any thing of him) 
might have periſned in the Flames. 


The Farmer immediately went in ſearch 
of the Man, and returned with the Account 
before- mentioned; and hearing privately 
from Dame Dunſter the Anger af Mr. Or- 
gueil, he went directly to his Houſe, and 
told him the Miſtake of his Wife. 


Mr. Orgueil, on hearing the true State of 
the Caſe (for he valued himſelf on his Can- 
dour and hearkening to Reaſon) and being 
convinced of the Falſehood of the Report 
concerning David's keeping a Servant, or- 
dered the Farmer, at his Expence, to ſupply 
David and his Family with what was Juſt: 
neceſſary to ſupport them. This, at ſuch 


a Time, filled the Mind of David with Gra- 
16 | titude 32 
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titude, and he returned him ſuch Acknow- 
ledgments as muſt be dictated by a grateful 
Heart. Yet could not Mr. Orgueil refrain 
from loading David with Reproaches for 
Pride, in his Situation to pretend to give to 
Beggars, and ſupport them for ſeveral Days. 

Although, when he heard the poor old Man 
tell his own Story, he relieved him himſelf 
much more plentifully in Proportion than 
he had before relieved David; accompany- 
ing his Benefaction with a ſtrict Command 
that he ſhould immediately leave that 
Country. and get Home to work. Nay, 
he even ſent one of his own Workmen to 
ſhew him the Road, and commanded him 
not tv Joiter away his Time in going back. 
bo the Farmer's. 


| CHAP. 
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e R - HE 
4 ont Vi if Gt, in order to comfort the A 
fied, 


M RS. Orgueil fancied, at firſt, ſhe was, 

very ſorry for this Misfortune of the. 

Fire, and that ſhe greatly pitied poor Ca- 

milla; and therefore went herſelf, attended 
by Miſs Caffy, to comfort her. 


Camilla received her with chearful Civility, 
at which ſhe was greatly diſappointed ; for 
ſhe expected to have found her overwhelmed. 
with Tears. However, ſhe purſued her In- 
tention of comforting her, by painting her 
Misfortunes in their worſt Colours, at the 
ſame time ſeeming to pity them. Still ſhe 
was diſappointed; for Camilla anſwered, 
„That, dreadful as her Misfortunes were, 
& ſhe had Cauſe to be thankful to God 
« that her Children had eſcaped the Fire.“ 
Mrs. Orgueil then began to repeat all the 
| fancied Misfortunes of her own L.ife, and to 
lament over them in ſuch a Manner, that 
if any Strangers had entered the Room, 

they 
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they would have imagined Camilla in the 
Height of Proſperity, and would have 
pitied poor Mrs. Orgueil, as ſuppoſing ſome 
terrible Accident had befallen her. Camilla 
knew not what to ſay, for in Truth ſhe was 
in a perfect Amazement ; at lait ſhe muſ- 
tered up ſome general Obſervations, ſuch 
as, That every one had their Share of 
&«& Sorrow in this Life:“ and, That no 
* Station was exempt from human Evils:” 
when Mrs. Orgueil began to feel herſelf ex- 
tremely angry, and begged Camilla, with 
all her natural Good Senſe, not to learn of 
that affected, inſipid Thing, Cynthia, to 

retend to be without feeling. Camilla 
ſaid, Poor Cynthia! and was going to 
add, “ ſhe has enough to feel at preſent : 
but the latter Part was ſtifled by the raiſ- 
ing of Mrs. Orgueil*s Voice, who eloquent- 
ly ſet forth the Falſehood of every Thing 
ſhe fancied Cynthia could ſay or think; and 
reiterated her Deſire that Camilla would not 
learn of her. But when ſhe found that Ca- 
milla did not join in abuſing Cynthia (call- 
ing her poor little Thing from the other 
Room, where ſhe had been playing with 
David's Children) ſhe took her Leave, toſſ- 
ing her Head, and flouncing her Hoop ; 
her conſtant Cuſtom when ſhe was angry, 


but fancied ſhe deſpiſed any one. For this 
| imaginary 
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imaginary Contempt, when once it has 
ſeized the Mind, generally breaks out in 
ſuch Convulſions of the Perſon, as ſeems to 
carry with it its own Proof, that this In- 
difference is nothing but Pretence. 


Mrs. Orgueil returned home, accuſing 
herſelf of having too much Good-nature, 
in that ſhe had at firſt pitied Camilla. She 
was ſorry ſhe had been ſo extravagant of 
her Pity, as to throw it away on ſuch a 
ſenſeleſs, unfeeling Creature; ſpoilt by the 
affected Nonſenſe ſhe had picked up from 


Cynthia. 


As ſoon as Mrs. Orgueil left Camilla, ho- 
neſt Mrs. Dunſter came to her, and really 
talked the Words of Comfort. Her Lan- 
guage was, indeed, ſomewhat odd, and her 
Expreſſions ſavoured of Ruſticity; but as 
her Meaning was good, ſhe failed not of 
giving more Comfort to Camilla than could 
all the Flowers of Rhetoric, hiding beneath 
them the lurking Snake of IIl-deſign. | 


CHAP. 
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CHAP I : 
The Story of Mrs. Tilſon. 
ABOUT three Days after David's Fa- 


mily had been at Farmer Dunſter's, 
Mrs. Dunþer was ſent for by Mrs. Orgue:l, 
as ſhe ſaid, to ſettle ſome oeconomical Ac- 
counts; but in reality to ſift into every Par- 
ticular of the Behaviour of all her preſent 
Gueſts, in order to find out ſome Fault 
in their Conduct, to prevent her Huſband's 
Generoſity; chinking that now indeed the 
Time was come, in which his Rule of Re- 
ctitude would ſuffer him to do * 


for David. 


Mrs. Dunſter, with all the Eloquence ſhe 
was Miſtreſs of, diſplayed David's Situation; 
faid how much ſhe pitied them, when they 
" fled to her Houſe from the Fire, having no 
Time, in their Hurry and Confuſion, to 
fave any thing more than would juſt cover 
them: and concluded her whole Speech with 


a. ſudden. Turn of Joy, that ſome good 
Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian had that Morning ſent them ſome 
neceſſary Cloathing. On which Mr. Or- 
gueil declared it to be very fit and right, 
that in ſuch Diſtreſs one human Creature 
ſhould aſſiſt another, as an Acknowledg- 
ment that they were all dignified and exalt- 
ed above the brute Creation, by the Poſſeſ- 
| ſion of Reaſon. 


But now Mrs. Orgueil began to be ſeized. 
with her uſual unneceſſary Fear of her 
Huſband's Generoſity; and in order to pre- 
vent his exerting it, addreſſed herſelf to him 


thus. 


I ͤ know very well, my Dear, your ge- 
* nerous Way of thinking and acting, nor 
„is Mrs. Dunſter, I believe, unacquainted 
* with your humane Manner of treating 
« your Tenants ; and her Huſband alſo 
« has diſtributed no ſmall Share of your 
% Bounty to real Objects of Compaſſion: 
but you always judiciouſly remember that 
* Charity begins at Home, and that it is 
* incumbent on every Man to take Care of 
„ his own, and not ruin himſelf and his 
% Family for the ſake of a romantic Friend- 
* ſhip, as Mr. Tilſau did; which Story all 
the Country knows.“ 5 
« How 
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How was that pray, Madam (ſays my 
Dame ;) for thof Mr. 2% on lived in the 
next Pariſh to us, we never heard a Word 
of the Matter. And if he was ruin'd, 
he muſt have met with ſome good F riend 
who made up his Loſs : For beſides what 
he gave his Daughter Madam Bromly, 
at her Marriage, Folks do ſay, that he 
left his Lady a good Jointure, and his 
other Daughter, Miſs Nanny, a very 
pretty Fortune. 


« I don't know (replied Mrs Orguezl) 
what low People call a good Jointure, 
and a pretty Fortune ; but I know when 
Mr. Tilſon married his Wife, he had an 
Eſtate of two thouſand Pounds a Year; 
and no People in the County made a 
genteeler Figure. Their Houſe was a 
Palace; and they drove their Coach and 
ſix. Mrs. Tilſon, when ſhe went to Lon- 


* gon, appeared at Court as well dreſſed, 


and in as fine Jewels, as any Body; it 
was thought by every one, that his 
Daughters have been Coheireſſes, and 
that Miſs Harriet, now Mrs. Bromtly, 


would have been married to my Lord 


—= ; but to the Aſtoniſhment of every 


one, Mr. 7 ilſon rejected every Propoſal; 


6 3 
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and at length it was diſcovered, that he had 
for ſome Vears been mortgaging his Eſtate, 
to ſupply a young Fellow, whom he call'd 
his Friend, with Money to recover a For- 
rune, of which he pretended his Guardian 
had cheated him. But juſt as the Affair 
was like to come to a Tryal, the young 
Fellow died; and Mr. Tilſen had nothing 
to do, but to regret his own Folly. He 
directly ſold his Eſtate, was edited to 
the poor Sum of ſix thouſand Pounds, 
and retired into this Country, aſhamed to 
ſee any of kis former Acquaintance, who 
had known him in his Proſperity. He 
then bought that little Farm in which he 
lately lived, and which he ſettled on his 
Wife for the good Fointure you was men- 
tioning. Poor Woman |! a ſad Reduce- 
ment from whatſhe had reaſon to expect! 
and Miſs Harriet his youngeſt Daughter, 
who had ſuch great Offers in Warwickſhire 
was forced to take up with Mr. Bromly, 
who has not above four hundred Pounds 
a Lear Eſtate ; and the pretty Fortune that 
he gave her, and left to Miſs Nanny, is two 
thouſand Pounds. I am ſure I ſhould 
not think that a pretty Fortune for my oor 
dear little Creature. I ſhould break m 

Heart, if I thought it poſſible for her to 


be reduced ta ſuch Neceſſity but there 
is 
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is no Danger. She has too good a Fa- 
ther. And what was yet an Addition to 
Mr. T!//on's Imprudence, was ſuffering 
Miſs Nanny to encourage the Addreſſes of 
the young Fellow that ruin'd him; and 
ſhe inſtead of abhorring, ſtill cheriſhed 
his Memory too much to admit any new 
Lover. 


5 Why ſo indeed, I have heard Folks 


ſay, (cries my Dame ;) and for that Rea- 
ſon, *tis thought as thof Madam Tilſan's 
Jointure, and Miſs Nanny's Fortune, will. 
all come among Madam Brom s Chil- 
dren. 


„„ And ſuppoſe i it ſhould, (anſwered Mrs. 


Orgueil) what great matter will that be 
for ſuch a growing Family? Madam 
Bromly, as you call her, has three Children 
already, and may have a Dozen more; 
and this good Fointure, and pretty Fortune, 
and all they can ſcrape together, will 
make no great Figure amongſt ten or a 
dozen Children. But for my part, when 
I conſider the great Fortune her Father 


by his Imprudence loſt, the very advan- 
, loſt alſo 


by that Means, and her preſent. reduced 
Circumſtances, I don't know a Perſon, 


I 
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I pity more than poor Mrs. Bromly. She 
remembring the Proſpect ſhe hd in her 
Youth, muſt certainly be the moſt miſer- 
able Woman in the World.” 


<« Well, to be fig Madam, (ſays Mrs. 
Dunſter) your Ladyſhip muſt know bet- 


* ter than we poor Folks do, who is to be 


pitied, and who is not; thof all m 


Neighbours be forever a talking of Mrs. - 


Bromly's Happineſs; and by a a Story I 
akon t'other Day ſhe was as lucky in 
miſſing my Lord „as in meeting 
with her preſent Spoule ; for they do ſay, 
that he uſes his Lady, who is as good a 
Lady as ever lived, in a moſt cruel and 
inhuman Manner, and; is ſo ill· natured and 
tyrannical to all his Servants and Tenants 

that he is hated all the Country round. 
But I am told that there is not a better 
natured Man upon Earth than Mr. Brom- 
ly; and as to old Madam Tilſon, and Miſs 
Nanny, they be the goodeſt natured Peo- 
ple in all the Country, and by the kind 
and charitable Actions they be always 


doing to relieve their poor Neighbours, 
CC 


one ſhould think en ſo far from ruin- 
ed, that they muſt be worth a Mint of 
Money z nay, I have reaſon to fancy by 


the Meſſenger that DIGIT] it, that the 


„ Preſent, 
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« Preſent, which came to our Houſe to- 
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day, came from Madam T://on ; and they 
do- ſeem fo happy and contented in their 
neat littleBox of a Houſe, and Madam do 
ſeem ſo pleaſed with managing her Dairy 
and feeding her Poultry, that one ſhould 


never have thought ſhe had ever lived in a 


Houſe like a Palace, or rode in her Coach 
a i” 5 | 


« However you may fancy (ſays Mrs. 


Orgueil) that you can find out People by 


their Meſſengers, you may be miſtaken, 
Gammer ; for there are more generous 
People in the World than your Ma- 
dam Tilſan. And however you may 
fancy too, that from Report you can 
know. People's Characters and Affairs, 
you may in that alſo be miſtaken. For 
I tell you, Dame Dunſter, being reduced 
from Forty thouſand Pounds to Six, is 
certainly being utterly ruined; and when 


Mr. Til/on was living, notwithſtand- 


ing he appeared happy and chearful, yet 
I] doubt not (although he was too proud 
to own it) but he had many miſerable 


« Hours of Reflection, when he thought of 


& 
(e 


his own Imprudence, or he muſt have 


been an inſenſible Brute.” Mrs. Dunſter 
could not here forbear ſaying, that By 


Madam 
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« Madam T7on's Sorrow for his Loſs, it 


did not appear that ſhe thought he had 


6 ruined her.” 


& I know (ſaid Mr. Orgueil) that Mrs. 
« Til/on was, for a long time, inconſolable 
& for his Loſs; and I believe ſhe was ſin- 
<« cere; for the Man was good-natured; 
„ and being dead, you know none of his 
„ Faults could riſe up to her Remem- 
« brance: but I doubt not, but when he 
« was living, ſhe muſt, if ſhe had any Spi- 
& rit, look on him with Horror and In- 
* dignation, as being the Cauſe of her Ruin 
* and that of her poor dear Girls; for it is 
a ſad thing, Mrs. Dunſter, for a Man, 
* under the Pretence of Friendſhip and 
* Generoſity, to ruin his Wife and Fa- 
„ mily.” - 

It is very true, Madam; anſwered 
my Dame, making a low Curtſy, and taking 
her Leave; for ſhe had Sagacity enough to 
perceive that this was not a proper Seaſon 
to urge any further the Diſtreſs of David or 
his Family. But on Mrs. Dunſter's going 
away, Mrs. Orgueil called her back, and de- 
fired young Camilla might be ſent the next 
Day (as it was Miſs Cafſy's Birth-day) to 
play. with her; but charged her not to miſ- 

8 5 take, 
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take, and ſend little Joan ; for that her 
Daughter, by the great Advantage of her 
Education, was got above being pleaſed 
with childiſh Company. 


Mrs. Oregueil”s Reaſon for telling this 


Story is pretty plain. And ſhe had in ſtore 


a dozen of the ſame Kind; with ſome one 
of which ſhe always entertained her Huſ- 
band, whenever ſhe had any extraordinary 
Fears of his Generoſity. Mr. Orgueil, to 
ſpeak the Truth, ſeldom heard much of 
them, for his Thoughts were otherwiſe em- 
ployed ; and he now fat as if in ſome deep 


Debate with himſelf ; whilſt Mrs. Dunſter, 


who was a great Lover of Stories, greedily 


hearkened after every Word. - 


Mrs. Orgueil had an Art, by dropping 
ſome Circumſtances, and altering and add- 
ing others, of turning any Story to what- 


ever Purpoſe ſhe pleaſed. For the Truth 


was, that Mr. Tlſen originally had but Five 
hundred a Year — that his Grand-father 


owed this very Eſtate to the Family of the 
young Gentleman whom he had ſupported 
in his Law-ſuit — that his Daughter Van- 


ny was contracted to him; and although 


ſhe really had a very great Affection for 
him, yet the Match, on the Succeſs of the 


Law- 


Chap. 4. of DAVID S1MPLE. 193 


Law- Suit would have been very advanta- 
geous of her Side — Mrs. 7:1ſon never was 
At Court in her Life — Mrs. Bromley had 
really a great Eſcape by not marrying the 
Nobleman, fo much regretted by Mrs. 
 Orgueil — and was at that Time one of the 


happieſt Women in the World. 


Perhaps it may be wondered, that a Wo- 
man of Mrs. Orgueil's Pride, ſhould be ſo 
familiar with Dame Dunſter; but ſhe piqued 
herſelf greatly on her Affability with her 
Neighbours ; and where the Difference of 
Station was inconteſtably great, ſhe di- 
verted herſelf with the Thoughts of her 
own Condeſcenſion. But Mrs. _Dunſter felt 
a very eſſential Difference between the ſtate- 
ly Condeſcenſion of Mrs. Orgueil, and the 
_ pleaſing, unaffected Affability of either Ca» 

milla or — 


Vor. V. K CHAP. 


194 The ADvENTURES Book VII. 


CAP. 


In which David and his Camilla ſuffer a far- 
ther Tryal of their Patience and Refi nation. 


N OTHING could be more irkſome to 
young Camilla, than the T boughts of 
(ſpending a Day at Mrs. Orgueil's : ſhe made 
it her conſtant Endeavour to pleaſe, and 
avoid all manner of Offence ; and therefore 
knew not what it was, when at home, to 
be treated with any Harſhneſs or Unkind- 
| neſs, nor knew what to make of finding the 
Effect of Anger undeſerved and unpro- 
voked. Beſides, her little Brother David 
had not been well for two or three Days, 
and ſhe did not chuſe to leave him. But her 
Father and Mother thinking at this Time 
that it would be highly improper to refuſe 
Mrs. Orgueil's Requeſt, eſpecially as it was 
Miſs Henrietta's Birth-day, Camilla ſubmit- 
e1 with no apparent Reluctance. And in- 

deed a moſt diſagreeable Day ſhe ſpent ; 
for Mrs. Orgueil could not prevail with 
herſelf to be pleaſed with any thing the 
obliging Girl did. The Remembrance that 
| Cynthia, 
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Cynthia, whilſt at home, had taken a par- 
ticular Delight in playing with, and in- 
ſtructing her Niece Camilla, raiſed in Mrs. 
 OrgueiPsMind as great an Averſion towards 
her, as ſhe had before taken to her God- 
daughter Joan, for daring to out. grow her 
Henrietta-Caſſandra, 


Young Camilla did every thing ſhe could 
think of, to humour Miſs Henrietts ; but 
fhe might as well have ſpared her Pains, 
for it was impoſſible to pleaſe her. If ſhe 
ceaſed playing with her but one Moment, 
ſhe cried, and told her Mamma ſhe was above 
it; and, on the contrary, it ſhe propoſed 
any thing to divert her, Henrietta called it 
childiſh, and lamented that ſhe deſpiſed 
and treated her like an Infant. 


Mrs. Orgueil, when ſhe talked with little 
, Camilla, endeavoured to intrap her, and 
drew ſuch Concluſions from her Words as 
the poor Girl never thought of ; and from 
her innocent Anſwers to Mrs. Orgueil's 
| Queſtions concerning Cynthia s manner of 
inſtructing her, ſhe inſiſted on it, that from 
Camilla's own Mouth ſhe had diſcovered 
what a domineering, inſulting, governing 
Creature Cynthia was ; and that ſhe endea- 
voured to teach the Children to be as artful 
K * and 
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and hypocritical as herſelf. For Mrs. Or- 
gueil called governing the Paſſions, cun- 
ningly concealing them, in order to im- 
Pole on thoſe good-natured, paſſſonate Peo- 
ple, who were too ſincere to have the like 
Command of theirs. 


But this Fallacy of Mrs. Orgueil was as 
plainly perceived by little Camilla, as it 
would have been by any grown Perſon 

whatever; for there is no Difficulty in diſ- 
. covering ſuch kind of Fallacies, unleſs the 
Indulgence of violent Paſſions blinds and 
perverts the Judgment: and ſo well did 
young Camilla remember the Inſtructions 
ſhe had received from her Infancy, that 
notwithſtanding this Obſervation of Mrs. 
Orgueil, yet as ſhe knew with what Behavi- 
our her Parents would be beſt pleaſed, ſhe 
in Silence heard all the ſly Invectives 
thrown out againſt her dear and kind Aunt, 
and murmured not : for David and Camilla 
would always have their Children ſo behave 
as never to give even the leaſt Appearance 
of an Offence, The Reception the innocent 
Camilla met with, on her Return to her kind 
Parents, always for the preſent diſſipated 
any Uneaſineſs ſhe might have contracted 
in her Abſence from them ; but greatly was 
her tender Heart aftected by finding her 
poor 
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poor little Brother David much worſe than 
when ſhe left him in the Morning. 


Mrs. Orgueil 's Daughter Henrietta was 
but very lately recovered from the Meazles 
when Mrs. Orgueil carried her with her to 
ſee Camilla, But whether it had been over 
long enough for the Infection to be gone, 
or not, was a Point Mrs. Orgueil never 
gave herſelf the leaſt Trouble about; for 
ſhe was fully convinced that it was utterly 
impoſſible any Miſchief could ever come 
from her poor little Thing. 


Camilla would have been heartily glad if 
Mrs. Orgueil could in this Opinion have 
been proved in the right. But, to her great 
Grief, ſhe experienced what fatal Accidents 
might be cauſed by Miſs Henrietta; for the 
next Day after Mrs. Orgueil's friendly Viſit, 
little David ſickened of the Meaſles, and it 
proved fatal to him, for in three Days he 
was no more. David, his Wife, and eld- 
eſt Daughter had before had that Diſtem- 
per, but little Joan, Mrs. Orgueil's God- 
daughter, caught the Meazles of her Bro- 
ther; and although ſhe in a manner reco- 
vered, yet ſhe never had a Day's Health. 
afterwards, for it fell on her Lungs, and 
all the moſt aſſiduous Care that could be 
K 3 taken 
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taken of her, could not prevent her dying 
of a galloping Conſumption. But juſt as 
little David died, ſome unknown Friend to 
the Diſtreſſed, having heard of the Fire, 
ſent David a Bank Note of Twenty Pounds, 
ſo that they had not, during Joau's Illneſs, 
the additional Burden of not knowing by 
what Means to ſupply her with Neceſſaries. 
And although their generous Benefactor was 
concealed from them, yet they had the Plea- 
{ure of gratefully enjoying his Kindneſs, An- 
other Circumſtance was added, which gave 
no ſmall Comfort to David and his Camille, 
for there happened to be juſt ſettled, within 
a Mile of them, a very ſkilful and good- 
natured Phyſician, who, on Farmer Dun 
fter's relating David's Situation, attended 
the Children without defiring any Reward. 
But notwithſtanding theſe Alleviations of 
her Affliction, Camilla now experienced and 
acknowledged the Truth of David's former 
Obſervation, that if it were left to our own 
Choice, it would. be infinitely preferable and 
more eligible for us to loſe our Friends by the 
violent Seizures of mortal Diſtempers, than 
to ſee them decay in lingering Diſeaſes. 


It is commonly ſaid, that by ſeeing our 
Friends labour a long Time under the 


Weight of Sickneſs, we are more — 
or, 
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for, and conſequently more reconciled to 
their Loſs; and this in the very Inſtant of 
loſing them, I believe is true: but ſmall is 
the Recompence of this Alleviation of our 
Sorrow at that Time, for thoſe Rents and 
Tearings of our Hearts, our Friends Suffer- 
ings, and our own Incapacity of relieving 
them, mult make. 


To reverſe the whole Face of Things — 
Day after Day with Fear and Trembling to 
enter thoſe very Chambers we uſed to fly to 
for Comfort, and to fly from them with 
bleeding Hearts that can contain no longer 
without the. Vent of Sighs and Tears — to 
wake from every ſhort Sleep (obtained only 
by long watching) dreading even to aſk for 
our Friends, and to receive the continual 
Anſwer, that they ſpent the Night in Pain 
— to have each Day bring the ſame mourn- 
ful Proſpect of being again Witneſs of that 
Pain — to have our Minds ſo weakened by 
the continual Daggers that pierce it, that 
our Judgment is loſt, and we hourly accuſe 
ourſelves for ſomething we have done, or 
ſomething we have omitted, condemning 
_ ourſelves for what we cannot account for — 
this is a Scene of Miſery, that, I believe, 

whoever has experienced, will think nothing 
in this World can equal; and a Scene I pur- 
. poſely 
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poſely chuſe to mention in general Terms, 
leit it any gentle Reader has conceived an 
Affection tor David and his Camilla, ſhould 
I ſay, thus David, and thus Camilla felt, it 
might too much wring and grieve the ten- 
der Heart. But by paſling quickly over all 
the Sorrows that affected David and his Ca- 
milla, I would not be underſtood as if they 
felt not the paternal Concern for ſuch Chil- 
dren being torn from them. The true Rea- 
ſon why 1 dwell not on that Concern, is, 
that Words cannot reach it — the ſympa- 
thizing Heart muſt imagine it — and the 
Heart that has no Sympathy, 1s not capable 
of receiving it. David was, on every ten- 
der Occaſion, motionleſs with Grief; and 
Camilla, although her Mind was too bum- 
ble to diſtort her Countenance, yet did the 
Tears flow in Streams from her Eyes, and 
ſhe was at once a Picture of the higheſt Sor- 
row and the higheſt Reſignation; for Cla- 
mour is rather a Proof o Affectation than 
of a Mind truly afflicted; and tender Sor- 
row neither ſeeks nor wants Language to 
expreſs itſelf. 


NAP. 
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CHAS -Y 


In which David alone, and not his Camilla, 
is the Sufferer. 


B UT whatever were the Pains of Mind 
or Labour of Body that Camilla under- 
went, they were too much for her Strength, 
and ſhe ſurvived her Child but two Months. 
During which Time, David and his Daugh- 
ter Camilla (now his only remaining Child) 
felt for her Sufferings what ſhe had before 
experienced for her Children. Although 
in all her Weakneſs, and all her Pains, ſhe 
lightened their Burdens as much as poſſible 
by ſtifling her Complaints, by catching 
every Moment to appear chearful; and in 
thus concealing what ſhe really felt, ſhe 
practiſed the only kind of Deceit her Mind 
wauld ever fuffer her to be guilty of. In 
ſhort, Camilla's Death was an uniform Con- 
cluſion to her Life. She was all Reſignation 
and Submiſſion to the Will of her God. 
„ She 
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She dropped not one Word of Pity for her- 
ſelf, and endeavoured to ſoften her Huſ- 
band's Sorrow, by ſhewing as little Reluct- 
ance as poſſible at knowing ſhe was going to 
be ſeparated even from him. She denied 
herſelf the Pleaſure of uttering many little 
tender Expreſſions that often aroſe in her 
Mind, for fear they ſhould impreſs too deep- 
ly in his Heart, and acd Stings to her 
Loſs. For her Conſideration for her Huſ- 
band's Peace could not ceaſe whilſt yet ſhe 
preſerved any remaining Breath. 


David led his Daughter weeping from the 
Bed fide — he could not weep — he fat as 
one ſtupified. — But as ſoon as he heard that 
his Camilla was out of the Reach of Pain or 
Sorrow, he thanked God, and felt a Peace 
and Calm that his M nd had been Jong a 
Stranger to. The Dread of her Diſtreſs, the 
Sight or Hearing of her Pains were now at 
an End, and for the preſent his own Loſs 
did not even occur to his Mind; he in a 


manner forgot himſelf, all his Thoughts 3 


were fixed on his ba6ved Wife; and as he 
knew her Innocence, he was filled with the 
higheſt Hopes of her Happineſs. He en- 
deavoured to lead the Mind of his Daughter 
Camilla, young as ſhe was, to diftinguiſh 


between her own Loſs, and the * 
an 
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Pain of ſeeing her Mother's Anguiſh. Nor 
was it difficult to her to perceive the Truth 
of what her Father told her, namely, that 
whoever can ſtand their Friends painful Paſ- 
ſage through this World, may eaſily ſtand 
their being delivered from it. For how 
much more inſupportable to a tender Mind 
are their Friends Miſeries than their Loſs ! 


But left this Friendſhip ſhould appear too 
diſintereſted to be practicable, I pretend nor 
wiſh not to conceal from my Reader, nor 
did David endeavour to conceal from him- 
ſelf, that it was the ſuperior Torments of his 
own Mind in ſeeing Camilla's Sufferings, 
that rendered him more calm at hearing of 
her Death. The Time ſhe had lain in her 
Sickneſs had raiſed ſuch Images in his 
Breaſt, that it was impoſſible any Change 
could be for the worſe. For Time after 
Time did he quit her Room, when, like 
Job, he could almoſt have contended with 
the Almighty. And one might ſay with 
no great Impropriety, that a temporary 
Madneſs had ſeized his Mind. But, like his 

royal Example in the Scripture, though he 
faſted and prayed whilſt his Petition could 
be granted, yet as ſoon as it was rejected, 
he humbly acquieſced, ſatisfied in the Wiſ- 
dom as well as the Goodneſs of the great 
OO”, 8 Diſpoſer 
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Diſpoſer of Events. Nay he even began, in 
his own Fancy, to imagine himſelf poſſeſſ- 
ed of great Riches, in Compariſon of what 
he had been from the Time he dreaded his 
Camilla*s Diſtreſs. Mr. Orgueil now, would 
he have given his whole Eſtate, had it not 
in his Power to make him amends for ſend- 
ing him home with empty Advice to do 
Impoſſibilities, and with the Stings of Un- 
kindneſs in his Heart, when his Houſe was 
2 Houſe of Diſtreſs and Sorrow. But as 
Mr. Orgueil had not, with his whole For- 
tune, the Power of giving him equal Plea- 
ſure, ſo neither had he the Power of tor- 
menting him, as when he cruelly refuſed to 
relieve his beloved Camilla. She was out of 
the Reach of feeling the Effects of Hardneſs 
of Heart, and conſequently David could 
never again feel the ſame Strokes. His own 
Pains, indeed, might force from him a 
Groan; but it muſt be the Sufferings of an- 
other that could quite diſſolve and overcome 
all his. Reſolutions. 0 | 


But David's Weight of Grief, though at 
firſt borne up by the pleaſing Reflection, 
that his Camilia had eſcaped all earthly 
Troubles, grew almoſt too heavy for his 
Strength to ſupport ; and his Thoughts {till 
fixed on his Camilla, took another T 1 

* ke 
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The laſt Twelvemonth of Diſtreſs could not 
obliterate the many Years of the higheſt hu- 
man Happineſs he had enjoyed with his 
Wife. There was a Rent in his Heart, 
which he vainly endeavoured to heal: there 
was no Place, no Minute in the twenty-four 
Hours, that did not bring to his Remem- 
brance his faithful, his tender Companion. 
And in Proportion as the Image of her Suf- 
ferings decreaſed, the Senſe of his own Loſs 
was ſtrengthened. The Velocity of his 
Thoughts in one Minute could trace back 
Years. The chearful Looks, the ſoft Com- 
pliances of his Camilla were continually 
preſent to his Imagination, with the ſharp 
and poignant Reflection, that he ſhould be- 
hold them no more. Heattempted not, by 
flying from Place to Place, to hide from his 
own Mind the Death of Camilla. He knew, 
unleſs he could fly from himſelf, the Picture 
could not be rooted from his Heart. Hu- 
man Philoſophy had little Chance of bring- 
ing him Comfort. It was vain to tell him, 
that he could not help himſelf, and therefore 
he muſt not feel ; and that other Men had 
loſt their Wives, and therefore he muſt 
look on his Loſs as nothing. This, and 
much more of this kind, was all anſwered 
in one Word, I loved Camilla, and ſhe is 
* no more.” Had David been an Infidel, 
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not all the Books compoſed by the wiſeſt 
Philoſophers, would have taken one Arrow 
from a Heart ſo ſenſible as his of every ten- 
der Connection. He would have raved to 
Madneſs, or wept himſelf to Death : but 
when the Chriſtian Hope came over his 
Mind, that his Camilla was really happy, 
— that the Loſs was all his own — and that 
a ſhort Time longer ſtruggling through Life 
would put an End to all his Sorrows alſo, 
and render him happy, his Grief would ſub- 
ſide, and patient Reſignation take its Place. 
Nay, his Conſideration for his Daughter 
made him even wiſh for Life, till he could 
place her in ſome Situation where her Youth 
and Innocence might meet a kind Protec- 
tion. 
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CHAP. VII. 


Dawid Simple refuſes to accept a friendly 
Ofer JO Mrs. Orguell. 


A/T R. and Mrs. Orgueil both agreed in 
the Reſolution of laying Camilla de- 
cently in the Grave. Mr. Orgueil, from the 
| Rightneſs and Fitneſs of it; and his Wife, 
from Compaſſion (as ſhe thought and term- 
ed it) nay ſhe even ſhed Tears; for a Shower 
of Tears was always ready to guſh from her 
Eyes at the Sound of Death. She in reali- 
ty led her whole Life in bemoaning the Cer- 
tainty of her own Mortality, and in the 
Height of her Sorrow ſhe could not for- 
bear ſighing that Camila could not be 
changed for Cynthia; throwing out many 
Hints how very inſenſibly Cynthia would be- 
have on the News of Comilla's Death ; for 
as ſhe was ſo ſtupidly inſenſible for the Loſs 
of ſuch a Huſband as Valentine, it could not 
be expected ſhe ſhould have the leaſt * 
for any other Misfortune. 


Kt 
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It has been already obſerved, that one of 
Mrs. Orgueil's chief Employments and Pur- 
ſuits from the Time ſhe became acquainted 
in David's Family, had been to leſſen Qyn- 
thia in the Eyes of Camilla; and whenever 
ſhe could poſſibly impoſe on herſelf ſo far 
as to imagine ſhe had the leaſt Hopes of 
Succeſs, ſhe admired Camilla's Underſtand- 
ing, and thought ſhe was her Boſom Friend ; 
but whenever all her Endeavours to impoſe 
this Fallacy on herſelf, failed, Camilla's Un- 
derſtanding in a Moment vaniſhed from her 
Thoughts, and ſhe ſuddenly became the ſil- 
lieſt as well as the moſt hateful of Women. 


One Morning as Mrs. Orgueil was revolv- 
ing over many Schemes of great Conſe- 
quence, a Thought aroſe in her Mind, that 
although the long Friendſhip which had 
ſubſiſted between Cynthia and Camilla had 
always baffled all her Deſigns, yet that the 
young Mind of David's Daughter would 
certainly bend under her Artifices, and yield 
to whatever Impreſſions ſhe choſe to give it. 
The Conſequence of this Thought was her 
immediately writing a Note to David, in 
which ' ſhe offered, as a great Favour, that 
if he would place Camilla under her Care, 


ſhe would finiſh her Education. 


4 


It 
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It has already been related with what Ti- 
midity of Mind David had long been ſeized. 
But the Death of his Camilla, as it almoſt 
annihilated all his Hopes and Fears, ſo alſo 
did it in a great meaſure cure this Timidi- 
ty : but ſtill ſome Anxiety remained ; for 
his Daughter's Welfare muſt be the Object 
of his Regard, and therefore he was per- 
plexed at this Offer of Mrs. Orgueil. Not 
that he deliberated one Moment whether or 
no he ſhould throw the only Remains of his 
beloved Family into the Power of Mrs. Or- 
gueil; for his Reſolution was firmly fixed 
againſt it: but he was willing to find a ci- 
vil Pretence for the Refuſal, as he was 
fearful of irritating Mrs. Orgueil to an inve- 
terate Hatred againſt his Daughter; for Da- 
vid was perfectly ſenſible of the Strength of 
her Hatred, and how inexorable was her 

Anger. 


Camilla would not have been guilty of 
Diſobedience to any of her Father's Com- 
mands ; but he could have done nothing fo 
irkſome to her, as to have accepted of Mrs. 
Orgueil's Invitation; for ſne knew enough 
of her Behaviour to look with the greateſt 
Dread on being in her Power. 


David 


— 
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David anſwered Mrs. Orgueil with Thanks 
and Civility ; but ſaid that he could not 
prevail on himſelf, unſettled as his Mind 
was at that Time, to part with his Daugh- 
ter, his only remaining Comfort, Mrs. Or- 
gueil was inwardly fired with Indignation at 
the Refuſal ; but thought proper to conceal | 
her Rage, ſtill flattering herſelf with Hopes 
that by the Shew of Friendſhip, ſhe might 
7 605 in Time gain her Point of * 
ing Camilla from the Poſſibility of being 
educated by Cynthia. As this was a Point 
ſhe had no Chance of carryihg, it cannot 
therefore be ſaid how ſhe did behave to the 
young Camilla, but 1 think it may with 
pretty great Certainty be affirmed how ſne 
would have behaved, could ſhe have ſtag- 


gered David's Reſolutions. 


At firſt ſhe would have put on all the 
Charms of Good-humour (which. ſhe was 
capable, when ſhe pleaſed, of doing in the 
higheſt Degree) till the tender Mind of 
young Camilla, capable of ſtrong AﬀeCtions, 
had been wrought to give Credit to her Pre- 
tence of Friendſhip. Then, if by Cynthia's 
Death, or any other Accident, her Fears of 
her falling into her Hands, had been once 


removed, ſhe would have proved a * 
ut 
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But if ſhe had found that Camilla, ſtill in- 
flexible, retained the firſt Impreſſion ſhe had 
received of her Aunt, then would all her 
Indignation have been let looſe on her inno- 
cent Head, and ſhe would have proved the 
worſt of Tyrants ; and the poor Girl, hither- 
to unaccuſtomed to any thing but gentle 
Treatment, would have been an eternal 
Mark of her ill Nature. It ſhe had endea- 
voured to gain any Inſtruction, ſhe would 
hare been continually told that it was im- 
pertinent in her to graſp at Knowledge; and 
ſhe ought to content herſelf with learning to 

rform menial Offices. And if ſhe employ- 
ed herſelf ever ſo induſtriouſly to finiſh what 
ſhe was ſet about, yet would ſhe not have 
been the leaſt the forwarder; for Mrs. Or- 
gueil, being verſed in the Art of keeping 
back a docile Capacity, would have given 
her an additional Taſk every Day, rather 
than ſhe ſhould have got any Opportunity of 
improving her Mind; being firmly of Opi- 

nion, that Improvements of ſuch a kind were 
only fit for young Ladies, who, like Mits 
Henrietta, were born to Fortunes. Joyfully 
I write thus that Mrs. Orguei! would have 
acted, for it was not Camilla's miſerable 


Fate. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI I. 


The Behaviour of a very fond Wife on the Sick- 
neſs of her Huſband, with her Letter to a 
dear Friend on that Subjet?. 


M R. Orgueil was very ſubſe to the 
Stone, and was now ſeized with ſo 
violent a Fit of it, that it was even thought 
he could not recover: but in the Intermiſ- 


ſion of his Pains, when his Body would 
give his Mind leave to exert his Reaſon 


(for this God whilſt cloathed in Fleſh, muſt 
aſk that Leave) he called for all his Books 
of Philoſophy, * ſupported himſelf by the 

Sayings of the Ancients; and when he read 
that Saying, ©* That a great Man in Diſtreſs 
« was a Sight worthy of the Gods De- 
« light;” he laid down the Book with 
Rapture, and put on a Smile of Self-appro- 
bation. And his Intrepidity was ſo great 
in facing Death, that it never once entered 
into his Thoughts. For although he fan- 
cied himſelf conſtant of Mind, and admired 
his own Firmneſs, yet the Truth was, that 
inſtead of thinking on Death, he was divert- 


ing 
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ing himſelf with being the Admiration of 
the Gods; and in the Warmth of his En- 
thuſiaſm, he could fix his Mind on no other 
Image but that of his Self- adoration: it was 
amazing with what dextrous Art Orgueil 
mixed the Bible with the Sentiments of the 
ancient Heathens, till he proved that this 
World was made for Man; then dropped 
the Idea, that it was the Gift of God, and 
his Imagination ſtrutted, as it were, in his 
own World. WR: 


The Heathens who made their own Gods, 
and generally from Flattery compoſed them 
of the Vices of their Heroes, might very well 
think that a Man loaded with all the Weight 
of human Infirmities, pretending, from his 
own Strength, to caſt out every Glimpſe of 
Fear, and then worſhiping himſelf for that 
Pretence, was a Sight very capable of giv- 
ing Pleaſure to ſuch Gods; for, no doubt, a 
Love of Ridicule-was one of their princi- 
pal Characteriſtics: and if they are poſſeſſed 
of all the Attributes generally given to 
them, it is very poſſible they might all be 
very merry over ſo abſurd a Picture. 


Mr. Orgueil, during his Illneſs, often de- 
fired David's Company, in Hopes of hav- 
Ing an additional Admirer of his Magnani- 

: mity 
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mity and intrepid Behaviour. David had 
too much Humanity to refuſe his Requeſt, 
as to bearing him Company; but could not 
comply with his Deſire of admiring all thoſe 
Fallacies he impoſed on his own Under- 
ſtanding. Mr. Orgueil was above being pi- 
tied himſelf, but was rather adviſing David 
how to bear the Loſs of his Camilla. He 
would have thought it very abſurd, if, in 
the midſt of his _—_— he had 3 told 
that he muſt not feel them, becauſe he could 
not help himſelf; or becauſe others alſo have 
been afflicted with the Stone. And yet 
theſe were the kind of Comforts he beſtow- 
ed on David, for the Loſs of ſuch a Com- 
ion as Camilla, in whom he enjoyed eve- 
ry Picture his Heart had ever formed of 
Happineſs; for ſhe was the Friend he had 
Tong 'vainly ſought, and at laſt with Diffi- 
culty obtained. Mr. Orgueil alſo conſtantly 
. ee him with a Diſcourſe on the 
Beauty of human Reaſon, and the Infallibi- 
lity * the Rule of Rectitude, to ſupport a 
Nan through all Misfortunes: adding, that 
it was below the Dignity of human Nature, 
and a Shame for a Man to be conquered by 
any Affliction whatever. But David cold 
him, that if he had no other Comfort in his 
Heart, but what could ariſe from the ad- 


f ring the Beauties of, human Reaſon, ex- 
| ulting 


4 
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ulting in the Dignity of his Nature, and 
-worfhipping the Strength of his own Wiſ- 
dom, he would weep at the Grave of his 


Camilla, till, like Miobe, he was diſſolved 
into Tears. 


Almoſt their whole Converſation conſiſt- 
ed in an Endeavour on David's Side to prove 
that human Wiſdom can ſoar no higher than 
the Knowledge of our Dependance on God, 

and acting in Conformity to that Know- 
ledge ; whilſt Mr. Orguei! laboured hard 
to prove his own Self-dependance, and 
the Juſtneſs of worſhipping his Idol, human 
Reaſon. He indeed admired Chri/t*s Ser- 
mon on the Mount, for the Beauty of its 
Morality; ; then thought himſelf a Chriſti- 
an, and could be highly offended at any 
one making a Doubt of it; although the 
Drift of every Word he uttered, plainly 
proved that his every Notion of Re 
Was confined to Self. adoration. „ 


Mr. Org 4eil, . David, yhenever they uſed 
to meet, Nad ſomething; beſides Converſation 
in both their Minds; Davzd, in the Timidity 
of his Heart, fixed his Thoughts on conſi- 
dering by what Means he could prevail on 
.Orgueil to exert any Kindneſs towards his 
ne 3 and -he, on the ather hand, was 
= employed 
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employed in giving ſuch Advice, or Com- 
mands, as have been before mentioned. But 
now the Scene was altered; Mr. Orgueil 
thinking himſelf near his End, was chuſing 
a proper Behaviour for a uniform Concluſi- 
on of his Life: and David, his Camilla be- 
ing paſt the Reach of any farther Sufferings, 
was again reſtored to his natural Firmneſs of 
Mind; and the Irreſolution which had been 
for ſome time his Torment, now (the Cauſe 
being removed) no longer remained. And 
when Mr. Orgueil expected to fee him moſt 
diſtreſſed and dejected, he was aſtoniſhed to 
find with what Steadineſs and Conſtancy he 
behaved. But when he 1 dp he could 
not convert him, and make him a Proſelyte 
to the Sect of Self-worſhippers, he grew 
ry, and at different Times introduced 
the Words, an Enthuſiaſt, a Methodiſt, a 
mad Man; and at laſt, as an unconquerable 
Argument, told him, that he held Princi- 
ples which were fit for nothing but old Wo- 
men. But David Simple was not to be ter- 
rified by ſuch paultry Ridicule, nor were his 
Principles to be baffled by calling of oppro- 
brious Names. | 


But I cannot quit the Subject of Mr. Or- 
weil's Illneſs, without acquainting my 
Reader with Mrs. Orgueil's Behaviour 5 
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that Account. She frequently brought 


Henrietta into her Huſband's Room, and 
ſtudied every Expreſſion her Invention could 
ſupply her with, to raiſe tender Grief in his 
Mind; that he was to be ſeparated from her 
and his Child. It happened, indeed, that 


ſuch Attempts were fruitleſs ; for Mr. 
Orgueil was too much attached to the 


Thoughts of his own Dignity, and too full 
of Self-admiration, to pay much Regard to 


any other Attachment whatever ; bur when 
ſhe found her Words had little or no Effect, 


and could not penetrate the Marble of 
his Heart, Miſs Henrietta, on one Side, and 


Mrs. Orgueil, on the other, made ſuch loud 
Lamentations, that David, who happened 
to be there at that Time, half by Intreaties 


and half by Force, had them conveyed out 
of the Chamber: and as ſoon as Mrs. Or 


gueil was alone, ſhe ſat down, and wrote 
the following Letter to the Counteſs of 
— -, her moſt intimate Friend and Ac- 
quaintance. 


% Dear Madam, 


* HOW ſhall I expreſs my Grief, or 
« what Words can I find to give your Lady- 
“ ſhip a complete Idea of it! O wretched, 
« wretched Woman that I am! That I ſhould 

3 . L live 


—— 
* 
— 
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live to ſee this fatal Day! By the Time 


this Epiſtle reaches your Hands, the diſ- 


tracted Expreſſions of which your Lady- 
ſhip, when you know the Cauſe, will ex- 
cuſe, you muſt conſider your poor Friend 
as a diſconſolate Widow, and her tender 
Babe as a poor helpleſs Orphan. The 
Phyſicians have declared their Deſpair of 
my dear, my ever to be Jamented Mr. 

Orgueil's Life: and I have been forced, 

raving, ſcreaming, fainting, from his 
Bed- ſide: and I verily believe my Heart 


would at this Inſtant burſt, did not I give 


this Vent ro my Sorrows ; for true is that 
beautitul Line, 


« Griefs when told ſoon difappear. 


The Thought that I ſhall enjoy a large i 
Jointure, or that my dear Child will have 


an ample Fortune, are no Alleviations to 


my Woes. Your Ladyſhip muſt be ſen- 


ſible that only moderate or vulgar Grief 


can be aſſuaged by ſuch Confiderations. 
The real Diſtraction of my Soul admits 
no Conſolations : and I ſnatch, as it were 
by Force, this ſhort Reſpite from Miſe- 
ry, to impart my Torments to my dear- 


4 eft Friend, and beg your Ladyſhip will 


<6 


« immediately honour me with your Com- 
6c - 
pany, 
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<. pany, to comfort, if poſſible, my afflict- 
ed Heart. I ſay, I ſnatch this ſhort Re- 

<< ſpite, in order to write to your Ladyſhip 3 

e for as ſoon as I hear the dreadful Sound. 
&« Your Huſband is no more! I know I ſhall 
be incapable of any Thought or Reflec- 
„tion. No Tongue can expreſs my Dil- 
e tractions. I am as mad as Alicia in Fane 
« Shore; could rave like CEdipus, and wiſh 
all the Stars would loſe their Light; for 
< ſo great are my preſent Torments, that 


£© univerſal Nature ſeems in one Confuſion 
e hurled. | 


* am, dear Madam, 


< Your Ladyſhip's deſpairing, 1 
e afflicted, moſt obedient, 

% moſt humble Servant, 

ZH O gal. 


Mrs. Orgueil was juſt going to fold this 
Letter, when Betty Dunſter entered the 
Room : ſhe had before given Orders, that 
no one ſhould directly tell her of her Huſ- 
band's Death; for, ſhe ſaid; ſhe could not 
bear the Sound, but that ſome Invention 

} L 2 ſhould 
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mould be found to let her know it, with- 
out uttering the fatal Words ; and there- 
fore as ſoon as Betty had opened the Door, 
and ſaid, © Now, Madam, I bring you 
<< News, that * Mrs. Orgueil took her Huſ- 
band's Death for granted, and, interrupting 
her, fell a raving like an Inhabitant of Bed- 
lam, and for ſome time would not give the 
Girl Liberty to explain herſelf : but at laſt 
Betty Dunſter found an Opportunity of in- 
forming her that ſhe had no Cauſe for this 
Violence of Grief, for that her Huſband 
was greatly revived, and the Phyſicians faid 
that this unexpected Turn in his Favour 
gave them Hopes of his Recovery. Mrs. 

Orgueil*s Joy now appeared as violent as her 
Sorrow had before, and ſne began to repeat 
all the Poetry ſhe could remember, that 
imported Joy and Rapture. But inſtead of 
having an Inclination to ſend her Friend a 
Letter of the good News, ſhe had a great 
Mind to ſend her that already writ, as 
thinking it was great Pity ſne ſhould have 
taken ſo much Pains for nothing. 


But Mrs. Orgueil's Joy laſted not long, 

for although her Huſband continued to 
mend, inſomuch that he recovered a little 
longer to contemplate his own Wiſdom, yet 


Four fatal n befel her; and this 
Cataſtrophe 
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Cataſtrophe was no other than the Loſs of 
a little Lap-dog, which had reigned long in 
her Favour, for it bit and ſnarled at every 
one it came near, except herſelf and her 
poor little Thing, and on them it was as 
remarkable for fawning: nay, it was re- 
ported that Cynihia once attempting to 
play with it, met with the Reward of hav- 
ing her Hand bit; and this Lap-dog Mrs. 
Orgueil lamented in full as pathetic Terms 
as ſhe had before done the imagined Death 
of her Huſband.. 
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CHAP IK 


The Arrival of a Perſon that will give the 
Readers ſeme Pleaſure, if they can partake 
in the Foy of cur ſmall remaining Family. 


DAVID STAPLE, during his Camil- 

la's Illneſs, and indeed for ſome Time 
after her Death, had ſo totally neglected all 
Thoughts of himſelf, that he in a manner 
forgot every neceſſary Care, except ſwallow- 
ing the Food that Hunger prompted, juſt 
enough to keep him from ſtarving; and his 
Body now ſeemed reſolved to be revenged 
on him for the Neglect: for he fell into a 
Complication of Diſorders, and his Strength 
decayed fo faſt, that he was ſoon obliged 
to take to his Room. He aſked his Phyſi- 
cian (the ſame who had viſited his Wife and 
Children, and now kindly continued his At- 
tendance on him) whether he thought his 
Diſorder mortal: and the Phyſician Know- 
ing David was ſincerely deſirous of hearing 


the Truth, anſwered, that there was ſmall 
Probability 
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Probability of his holding it above a Month 
longer. 


Now did David Simple indeed taſte the 
higheſt Pleaſure from knowing that his Ca- 
milla could not feel for him what he had 
ſuffered for her. Now might he be truly 
{aid to rejoice in her Death ; for he would 
not, for all the Kingdoms of the Earth, have 
beheld her ftriving in vain to hide the Sorrow 
that his Pains would have given her. One 
Witneſs of them, his gentle, his amiable 
Daughter, redoubled every Stroke, and gave 
him the additional Fatigue of endeavouring 
to hide them, 


David, not many Days before he took to 
his Chamber, received from Cynthia the 
pleaſing Account of her being perfectly re- 
covered, and that ſhe ſhould ſet out for 
England in the next Ship that failed, and 
hoped to be with them in a very ſhort Time 
after her Letter. For little Camil?s ſake 
did David hourly wiſh for the Arrival of 
Cynthia. He could willingly on his own 
Account have ſpared her a Scene that muſt 
too. ſenſibly affect her. Nor did he want to 
give her tender Charges of his Daughter till 
her whole Frame was ſhaken beyond her 
Strength to. ſupport: for the Confidence he 
4 7 had: 
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had in her Friendſhip-remained to the laſt ; 
and he knew that without his Requeſt, ſhe 
would exert her utmoſt Power to cheriſh 
and protect the young Camilla. But in ten 
Days after his Confinement to his Chambez, 
— Cyuthia arrived. 


David was then aſleep, a Relief from Pain 
he had not for ſome Time enjoyed; and 
young Camilla ſeeing Cynthia through the 
Window, flipped ſoftly down Stairs, and 
met her ſome little Space from the Houle. 
She begged her not to enter that Moment, 
threw her Arms about her Neck, and, in 
faltering Accents, in a few Words told Her 
the whole State of their Family. Cynthia 
knew not of Camilla's Death; for David, 
thinking ſhe might be in her Paſſage home, 
did not write, eſpecially as ſuch Sort of 
News he was not moſt eager to relate. She 
liitened to little Camilla with an Attention 
that almoſt turned her into Stone. The on- 
ly Motion perceivable in her, was a Tear 
dropping from each Eye — ſhe wept — ſhe 
could not ſpeak — and in this Poſture ſhe 
remained fome Minutes. Then taking her 
loved Niece by the Hand, ſhe went with 
her to. the Houſe, and was met by Mrs. 
Dunſter, who begged her not immediately 
to go up Stairs; but, if ſhe pleaſed, ſhe 
_ 
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might firſt ſpeak to the Phyſician, who was 
now coming down from David. Cynthia 
haſtened to meet him, and earneſtly intreat- 
ed him to inform her truly of what he 
thought concerning her Brother. The Phy- 
ſician, though he had never ſeen her, knew- 
by her Queſtions who ſhe was; and having 
told her the weak State of Body he was in, 
gave it as his Opinion, that the Sight of a 
Perſon ſo dear to David as he knew Cynthia 
to be, would too much flutter, and might im- 
mediately prove fatal to him; and therefore 
begged her, as ſhe had any Regard for her 
Friend, not to appear before David, till he 
ſhould give her Leave. Cynthia (though in 
her own Judgment ſhe choudhr the Pleaſure 
of ſeeing her would do David more Good 
than Harm) terrified with the Poſſibility of 
hurting him, conſented to follow the Phy-- 
ſician's Commands, and lived three Days 
under the ſame Roof, baniſhed as it were 
from the only Spot: her Feet were naturally. 
inclined. to. tread. But during this Time 
ſhe was not once heard to complain, nor- 
was ſhe once ſeen in Tears, except one 
Evening, when going up to her Bed, as ſhe: 
| 8 by David's Chamber, her Niece (Who 
had been paying her Attendance on her Fa- 
ther) opened the Door to come out, and 
Cythia Randing ſtill, for fear her Footſteps: 
L 5 ſhould! 


* 
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ſhould diſturb the Sick, heard David men- 
tion her own Name — yet ſhe forbore to 
enter — but could not refrain from letting 
fall a Shower of Tears, and with ſome Diffi- 

culty ptevented her Sobs from being heard. 


Mrs. Orgueil, notwithſtanding her inex- 
orable Hatred to Cynthia, pretended the 
greateſt liking in the World for her Com- 
pany, and was s outwardly very civil to her : 
and on hearing of her Arrival, and being 
told that ſhe was not ſuffered as yet to go 
into David's Room, ſent her a very polite 
| * to deſire the Favour of ſeeing 

er. : 


Nothing could be more reluctant than 
was Cynthia towards making ſuch a Viſit. 
She had an Antipathy to all Deceit; fhe liked 
not Mrs. Orgueil ; but yet as ſhe was igno- 

rant of all that had paſſed in her Abſence, 
me knew not how far, on Darid's Account, 
Mrs. Orgueil might have a Claim to her 
Compliance; beſides, having afked her 

Niece ſome Queſtions, ſhe innocently gave 
ſuch Anfwers as made.Cynthia imagine it 
incumbent on her to accept the Invitation. 
For as young Camilla had been ever inſtruct- 
ed gratcfully to retain in her Memory all 
F avours, and to forget Injuries, ſhe, in a 


brief 
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brief Manner, recounted to her Aunt the 
feveral apparent generous Actions of Or- 
gueil towards their Family, and particularly 
his having buried her dear Mother. Cyn- 
thia knew nothing of the Behaviour of Mrs. 
Orgueil to her own Child at the Bath; but 
if ſhe had, no Reſentment for the Ulage of 
the Dead would have influenced her to have: 
taken any Step. prejudicial to the Living, 


Mrs. Orgueil received Cynthia with great 
Civility, for ſhe always treated her with 
more outward Reſpect than ſhe ever ſhewed 
to Camilla ; but entertained her moſt Part: 
of the Time with a long Account of Mr. 
Orgucil's late Illneſs and Recovery; and the 
dreadful Anxiety of Mind ſhe had under- 


gone. 


Cynthia bore the Viſit with all the Pa- 
tience ſhe was able; but indeed at preſent 
her Thoughts were ſo fixed at home, that 
had any of her moſt agreeable Acquaintance 
deſired her Company, the Viſit would have 
been almoſt equally irkſome; and * would 
have wiſhed to | have been excuſed. 


As David was. ſtill at Farmer Danſter's, 
Cynthia was ſatisfied he had, from the ho- 
reſt Aſſiduity of Dame Dunſter, all the Care 

L 6 and 
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and proper Attendance he could wiſh : but 


this Situation of : paſſing his Door twice a 


Day, and not daring to enter his Room, ſhe 
would not endure longer than three Days, 
when (having forced from the Phyſician his 
Leave) ſhe bid little: Camilla by Degrees tell 
her Father ſhe was in the Houſe; and on 


the firſt Information, he begged inſtantly to 


ſee her. 


David, even. in the midſt of Sorrow or 
Sickneſs, had a Benignity in his Counte- 
nance, which would baffle a Painter's Art 
to imitate, much leſs can Deſcription pre- 
tend to reach it. But on the Sight of Cynthia, 


loaded with Pains and bent down withWeak. 


neſs as he was, Joy beamed from his Eyes, 
which his Voice could but weakly expreſs. 


Great was Cynthia's Pleaſure to be admitted 


into his Room, and to have the Sentence of 
Baniſnment, if I may fo call it, taken off: 
but yet his viſible Decay, even chearful as 


he was, gave fuch Wounds to her Heart, as, 
following her Example, | am willing to paſs 
over, and bury in Oblivion. Neither ſhall 
their Converſation be repeated by me. It” 


is ſufficient to ſay, that they ſpoke the 


Words dictated by the Hearts of Cynthia 


and David & imple. 


David 


„ — 
— — - 
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David told Cynthia he had no Doubt of 
her Care of his Daughter. Then mention- 
ing Mrs. Orgueis Offer, he deſired ſhe 
might never fall into her Hands. Whatever 
anxious Thoughts he had on her Account 
he ſuppreſſed, and indeed ſome he could not 
but have : for although he knew Cynthia's 
Inclination, yet he knew alſo her Inability 
to provide for her Niece. But Cynthia knew 
the true State of his Mind without being 
told it; and revolved in her Thoughts ten 
thouſand Schemes how ſhe might be able, 
whilſt he was yet alive, to give him the 
pleaſing Proſpect that his Daughter ſhould 
be provided for, and protected from any 
Inſult to which Youth and Beauty, joined 
with Poverty, might ſubje& her. For they 
are the Objects of the Purſuit, or rather 
Perſecution not only of all the abandoned 
amongſt Men, but of all the envious amongſt 
Women. 


„ k CHAP, 
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'CM ESE KH 
The loft in the Book. 


C7 NTHIA enquired of David's Phyſi- 

cian, whether there was any immediate 
Danger; and being anſwered in the Nega- 
tive, ſhe was up with the Sun the next 
Morning, and ſet out on foot from home. 
She told little Camilla, that if David aſk- 
ed for her, ſhe ſhould be at home in the 
Evening; and walked toward the great Baih 
Road: not that ſhe ſuppoſed ſhe could 
walk to the Bath, but ſhe knew of two 
Stage Coaches that went by very early, and 
in one of them ſhe doubted not but ſhe 
ſhould find Room. She remembered (for 
indeed it had made a deep Impreſſion on her 
Mind) the uncommon Treatment ſhe had 
met with from a Family not far diftant from 
that City ; and ſhe was reſolved to ſet be- 
fore the Maſter of it David's Condition and 


the Situation of her Niece, Cynthia was the 
farheſt 
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fartheſt in the World from being of a bold 
or intruding Dif ppotitign ; and nothing but 
the Neceſſity of her Friends could have 
urged her on to take a Step which the fear- 
ed ſhe had not Acquaintance enough with. 
that Gentleman to entitle her to. 


When Valentine died, it was reported dur 
Cynthia alſo was dead, and therefore on her 
F 6 650 at his Seat, when ſhe ſent in her 
Name, they were greatly ſurprized to hear 
it. But the Reception ſhe met with from. 
all the Family, would have paid her for the 
Paſſage of Death ilelf. 


It was indeed riſing again to' F elicity Fil 
thoſe bitter Senſations to which ſhe had been 
long accuſtomed. It inſpired her with a Joy 
that ſhe could hardly contain, without vent- 
ing it in Acknowledgments that might give 
Offence.. The Words of Kindneſs are more 
healing to a drooping Heart, than Balm or 
Honey: and if ever Gratitude fully poſſefſ- 
ed the human Breaſt, it might at that In- 
ftant be ſaid to poſſeſs the _ of 2 


cia. 


The Reſult of Orthia 8 Toles was a 
kind Promiſe, that ſhe and her Niece Ca- 
auilla ſhould be taken Care of, She was 
| likewiſe 
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likewiſe ſupplied bountifully for the preſent 
with what was neceſſary for David; and 
was ſent in a Coach to the Bath, where a 
Poſt-Chaiſe was ordered to convey her as 
faſt as poſſible, with the comfortable News 
which the Gentleman had put it in her 
Power to carry to David. 


Cynthia's Imaginations, on her Journey 
back, were pleaſing beyond Expreſſion. 
The "grateful Veneration which filled her 
Heart for the Perſon ſhe had left, was one 
of thoſe Senſations moſt capable of giving 
her Pleaſure. The Looks of Welcome and 
the Words of Kindneſs ſhe had met with, 
dwelt on her Fancy, and fixed there the moſt 
_ agreeable Pictures. Innumerable were the 
Times, on this Journey, that ſhe in Fancy 
entered David's Room, and told him his 
Daughter was now indeed under ſafe and 
able Protection. Nay, ſometimes ſhe flat- 
| tered herſelf that this would make a Turn 
in David's Mind, that might yet reſtore to 
her her Friend. She employed not her 
Thoughts in making elaborate Speeches on. 
what ſhe had done; ſhe knew, that, with 
an Intent to give Pleaſure, the Words for: 
that Purpoſe would flow faſt enough; and 
now ſafely and joyfully did ſhe arrive at 


Farmer Dunſters. She embraced little Ca- 
2 milla,. 


Chap. 10. Davio SIMPLE. 21233 


milla, who met her on the Stairs, and eager 
to impart good News, told her ſhe could 
now revive her Father, and provide for 
her. When ſhe entered David's Room, he 
happened at that Time to be tolerably eaſy, 
and being always pleaſed with ſeeing her, gave 
her a Reception that again delighted her 
Heart. She firſt told him the principal Cir- 
cumſtance, namely, that his Daughter Ca- 
milla, as well as herſelf, ſhould be under the 
kind Protection of one whoſe Power aſſiſted 
his Inclination to confer the higheſt Benefits. 
Then ſhe related the Manner and the Kind- 
neſs with which ſhe was received, and the Joy 
with which it inſpired her, till ſhe made his 
_ Pleaſure and Gratitude equal with her own. 
When ſhe was retired from David's Room, 
ſhe again recounted the pleaſing Narrative to 
her amiable Niece; and little Camilla re- 
ceived too all the Comfort her preſent Situ- 
ation could admit. She was ready to fall 
on her Knees to expreſs her grateful Thanks 
to her kind Benefactor. She uttered alſo 
the Words beſt adapted to ſhew the Pleaſure 
ſhe felt on the ſudden Tranſition from the 
Dread of falling into the Hands of Mrs. 
Orgueil, to the joyful Hopes of living with 
Cynthia, if her Father — but that 1s ſhe 
could not utter, | A 1 


David, 
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David, though for ſome Days a little re- 
vived, by knowing that the Wiſh neareſt 
his Heart would be accompliſhed, was too 
far gone for Cynthia to be able to flatter her 
ſelf with any Hope of his Recovery. But 
ſtill were her Intentions, in ſome Meaſure, 

anſwered, by ſeeing that Chearfulneſs with 
which the Proſpect of his Daughter and 
Friend's being provided for, inſpired him. 
In his Converſations with Cynthia, or his 
inward Reflections on his approaching Fate, 
he did not, like Orgueil, admire himſelf, or 
call for Admiration from others. But I will 
preſent my Reader with moſt of David's 
own Thoughts, not delivered by him in a 
long-continued Harangue, but what, at va- 
rious Times, paſſed in his Mind, and ſome 
part of which fell from his Lips, and is here 
collected together, in order to give as per- 
fect an Image of the Diſpoſition with which 
he left this World, as I have attempted to 
give of his living in it. 


* When I revolve in my Thoughts all 
* my paſt Life, the Errors of my Mind 
« ſtrike me ſtrongly. The ſame natural 
„ Deſire for Happineſs actuated me with 
ce the reſt of Mankind: But there was 
* ſomething peculiar in my Frame; = 

| (( F 


* 
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the Seeds of Ambition or Avarice, if they 


were in me at all, were ſo ſmall they 


were imperceptible. Friendſhip and Love 
were the only Images that ſtruck my 


Imagination with Pleaſure; there there- 


fore I fixed my Purſuit, and in theſe T 


felt the Sharpneſs of every Diſappoint- 
ment when firſt I found Daniel did not 
deſerve my Love, I thought (Fool that T 
was) my Miſery at the Height. And 
yet when J lay at that little Alehouſe the 
firſt Night I left my Brother, as I was 
the only Sufferer, and was careleſs what 
became of me, my Mind was in a State 
of Happineſs and Freedom, compared 
to the Thraldom I have ſince indured. 


When Miſs Fohnſon diſcovered a merce- 
* nary Spirit, and would not longer ſuffer 


me to love her, I then thought my Mis- 


fortunes at the Height; and little did I 


imagine, that the greateſt Miſery, and 


ſharpeſt Sting of my Life, was to ariſe 


from a Woman's permitting me to love 
and eſteem her. Had any one then at- 
tempted to perſuade me, how little could 
I have believed, that the attaining a faith- 


ful and tender F riend, that ſtrong Pur- 


ſuit of my Life, and which I thought 


the Height of Happineſs, ould lead to 
its very contrary, and by that Means 


6 ſhew 
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ſhew me the Short- ſightedneſs of all hu- 
man Wiſdom : Yet I found, by Expe- 

rience, that there are ſome Pleaſures with 
which Friendſhip pays her Votaries, that 
nothing in this World can equal. But 


the ſame Experience has alſo convinced 


me, that when Fortune turns againſt us, 
ſhe can point her Arrows with ſo much 


the ſharpeſt Stings in her Quiver, that, 
when placed in the Ballance, more than 
weighs down all her higheft Enjoyments. 


When I obtained my Camilla's Love, I 
exulted in the perfecting my own Scheme, 


and ſaw not what awaited me behind. 


My Camilla endeared herſelf daily more 


and more to my Heart —ſhe brought 
me five fine Children, and joined with 
me in educating them my own Way. 


My Valentine, my Cynthia too, dai of 
proved themſelves more worthy of 


Friendſhip. I thought myſelf at home 


in. this World, and attached my Heart to 
the Enjoyment of it, as ſtrongly, though 
in a different Way, as does the Miſer or 
Ambitious — but I found, even in my 
Days of Happineſs, that, in obtaining 
my Wiſhes, I had multiplied my Cares; 
for, in the Perſons of my Friends, I felt, 


at once, ſeveral Head- $ and. every 


« other * of Body, and Affliction 


66 of 
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&« of Mind, to which human Nature is in- 
« cident: Yet, as I felt, too, all their Plea- 
„ ſures, whilſt they were checquered, I was 
“ well pleaſed ; but when Poverty broke in 
« upon us, I found, that to bear the Po- 
% verty of many, was almoſt inſupportable. 
« Then, indeed, my Mind began to be 
& ſeized with Fear I was no longer my 
% former Self Pictures of the Diſtreſs of 
4 my Family began to ſucceed each other 
« in my Mind, and Terror and Timidity 
& < conquered my better Judgment. The 
« Neceſlity I found for a Friend, made me 
< admit, as ſuch, Perſons more properly 
& called Perſecutors; and my ſtaggering 
& Mind catched hold of every rotten Plank, 
« in Hopes of a Support. Thus my fan- 
4 cied Friends became my Plagues, and 
* my real ones, by their Sufferings, tore up 
my Heart by the Roots, and frightened 
me into the bearing the inſolent Perſecu- 
4 tions of the others —I found my Mind 
4 in ſuch Chains as are much worſe than 
« any Slavery of the Body — Still, whilft 
4 my Camilla was ſpared to me, I ſtruggled , 
% for Chearfulneſs; I hid my Sorrows with- 
% in my own Breaſt, and ſhe rewarded and we” 
4 deſerved all my Care. But when, in the 
« two laſt Months of her Life, 1 was a 
< Witneſs of her Sufferings, I then expe- 
| | rienced 
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e frienced all the Horrors of Friendſhip— 
«-my Eyes were forced wide open, to on | 
< cover the Fallacy of fancying any real or 
<< laſting Happineſs can ariſe from an At- 
tachment to Objects ſubject to Infirmi- 
<< ties, Diſeaſes, and to certain Death; and 
<6 I would not, for any Thing this World 
< can give, lead over again the laſt Twelve- 
< month of my Life — I fancied I had ſome 
<« Conſtancy of Mind, becauſe I could bear 
<< my own Sufferings, but found, through 
< the Sufferings' of others, 1 could be 
e weakened like a Child. — All the Books 
of Philoſophy J ever read, afforded me 
* no Relief — I cannot comfort myſelf by 
« contemplating my own Wiſdom, nor im- 
<< ploy my Thoughts how to ſet off my Be- 
e haviour to others, neither pretend that I 
4 could ſtedfaſtly look Death in the Face, 
< could J have 0 Profpet beyond it. To 
<< be all Uncertainty, all Gloom and Doubt, 
« and yet to ſit with Firmneſs, and expect 
the Stroke, to me ſeems to favour more 
« of the Want of Apprehenſion belonging 
< to an Idiot, than of the well grounded 
7 Satisfaction belonging to a Man of Senſe. 
- But, with a ſtrong and lively Hope in 
the Revelation God has been pleaſed to 
<- ſend us, and with: a Heart fooling with 
4 Gratitude for that Revelation, I can carry 
my 
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my Proſpect beyond the Grave; and, 
painful as my Piſtemper is, I can now. 
ſit in my Bed with a calm Reſignation, 
to which my conquered Mind. has been 
long a Stranger.—That I have loſt Ca- 
milla is my Pleaſure, — that ſhe has gain- 
ed by that Loſs, foftens every Pain. 
God bleſs that benevolent Heart, who 
has given me the inexpreſſible Satisfac- 
tion to know, that I ſhall leave my in- 
nocent Daughter, and my faithful Friend, 
under ſafe and good Protection. — n- 
thia, who has ſtood the Death of Yalen- 
tine, will eaſily find Comfort from my 
Death, and will teach my young Camilla 


to conſider it as my Deliverance ; and 


tis with Joy I perceive my own Sorrows 
are near having an End.” 


Theſe Things did David ſpeak at various 


Times, and with ſuch Chearfulneſs, that u- 
thia ſaid, the laſt Hour ſhe ſpent with him, 
in ſeeing his Hopes and Reſignation, was a 
Scene of real Pleaſure. 1 


But now will I draw the Veil, and if any 
of my Readers chuſe to drag David Simple 


Poke: | the Grave, to ſtruggle again in this 
World, and to reflect, every Day, on the 
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